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XP REMITTANCES BY MAIL. “A postmaster may en 
close money in a letter to the publisher of a newspaper, 
to pay the subscription of a third person, and frank the 
letter, if written by himself."—Amos Kendall. 

Some of our subscribers may not be aware that they 
may save the postage on subscription money, by re- 
questing the postmaster Where they reside to frank their 





letters containing such money, he being able to satisfy 


himself befure a letter is sealed, that it contains nothing 


but what refers to the subscription. 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

The packet ship South America arrived at New 
York, brings Liverpool dates to the 22d and London 
to the 21st November, six days later than our pre- 
vious accounts. No material incident appears to 
have occurred. The money market seems some- 
what easier—English stocks have improved. Fo- 
reign exchange flat. Hamburg 13 93 a 13 10; cotton 
maintains its price better than was expected. Am- 
sterdam 12 3 1-2 12 3}; Paris 25621-2. Thein- 
feriority of the wheat cropis a prominent item inthe 
papers from the different markets of the kingdom. 

Queen Victoria it-is admitted is to be married in 
May, to her cousin prince Albert, second son of the 
prince of Saxe Coburg. 

The duke of Wellington had been ill, and very 
general alarm was expressed on the oceasion. 

There are some indigations that although the 
government has refused to indemrify the owners 
of the opium destroyei by the Chinese government, 
they intend to adopt hostile measures towards that 
country. These however, are not of a character 
so decided as to justify any positive conclusions. 
The British army having completely triumphed in 
Cabool, is returning to its former quarters, leaving 
however a sufficient force in the conquered country 
to support the policy of the government. 

Money market. London, Nov. 18th. The quar- 
terly averages of the weekly liabilities and assets of 
the Bank of England, published in last night’s Ga- 
zette, compared with the October resurns, show an 
increase in the stock of bullion of £40,000. The 
securities have diminished £ 1,066,000, and the de- 
posites £602,000, while the circulation is also 
£377,000 less: The ‘rest’ is also decreased 
bY £67,000, having sunk from £3,113,000 to 

3,051,000. This result will produce considera- 
ble disappointment, as the public were prepared to 
find that the present returns would exhibit a favor- 
able change in the resources of the establishment, 
and that the influx of the precions metals in particu- 
lar to their coffers, would have been considerable. 

When the manner, however, in which these re- 
turns are made up is considered, it will appear, that 
though the average stock of bullion is only £40,000 
greater than in the October account, yet the actual 
quantity in hand must be much greater, because 
the drain continued in September and October, anid 
it is but very lately that specie began to flow back 
to the bank inany considerable quantity. Ladeed 
the latge arrival of the $2,500,000 by the Imogene 
frigate is not taken into account; and it is general- 
ly understood that the actual stock of bullion now 
held by the Bank of England is about £ 3,200,000. 
Still, although money is called a little easier, we 
see no symptoms on the part of the bank directors 
to relieve'the market by adopting a more liberal 
course of actinn; and although there is every dispo- 
sition in other quarters so to do, the conduet of the 
Bank of England deters them. . 

Vou. VII.—Sre. 18, 


[Am. Farmer. 








The country banks cannot prudently extend their 
transactions while the Bank of England continues 
to contract the circulation, and the consequences of 
this restrictive policy are now severely experienc- 
ed in the manufacturing districts; for although the 
prices of raw cotton seem still to keep up; those of 
manufactured goods have fallen very much of late, 
as the holders have been obliged to realise at any 
price, in consequences of the want of the usual as- 
sistance from the banks; and we hear that some fo- 
reign merchants in consequence are beginning to 
appear as buyers. ‘This is, in one respect, a favor- 
able feature, as it promises that things have come 
down to such a level as willinduce the foreign mer- 


‘| chants to send their orders; but it will be attended, 


in the first place, with serious loss to the present 
holders of goods. The bad state of money matters 
in America, and the unsatisfactory accounts from 
China, seein to have produced some influence on the 
English funds to-day, although there was little done, 
but the prices are rather worse than yesterday. 

Cotton market. The correspondent of the Jour- 
nal of Commerce writes on the 22d November. 

Referring to our circular per Liverpool steamer 
under date of 16th instant, we have to advise that 
the transactions in our cotton market have since 
continued rather extensive, particularly on that day 
and Monday the 18th in-t. up to which time prices 
had further advanced about 1-4d. per Ib. In the 
last two days, however, the demand has been less 
active and the market not so firm, and most of the 
business yesterday was at a decline of 1-8d. per Ib. 
from the extreme rates of the 38th and 19th inst. 

There has been more business doing at Manches- 
ter, owing perhaps to more favorable accounts from 
Bombay and Calcutta for goods and yarn, which 
probably has encouraged the consumers to buy more 
freely, and the check of the last two days is attri- 
bated in some measure to the accounts by the New 
York packet of the Ist° instant, giving rather in- 
creased estimates of the extent of the coming crop, 
though they are full as strong as before with respect 
to the supplies being retarded to an important ex- 
tent, which consideration had doubtless great weight 
in influencing the late speculations. The business 
for five days ended last evening, is estimated at about 
26,000 bales, of which about 7,500 have been taken 
on speculation. Fair qualities may be quoted 7 1-4 
a7 1-2d. per Ib. 

Flour. The same letter says: ‘The duty on 
wheat has to-day advanced to 20s, 8d. per quarter, 
and on flour to 12s. 5d. per bbi. Yesterday about 
3,000 bbis. western canal flour sold at 29s. per bbl. 
in bound. The quotation for free flour is 39 a 41s. 
dull. No change of interest in other articles since 
the steamer sailed.”’ 

London, Nov. 20. We have little change to no- 
tice in markets since our last advices of 15th inst. 
The transactions in almost every description of 
produce continue limited, as buyers only take suffi- 
cient for immediate wants, and prices, with few ex- 
ceptions, are barely supported. 

The demand for flour is limited, western canal 
brings 34s. to 35s. in bond, and about 35s. per bbi. 
free. 

Stocks—New York state stock, 5 per cent. 1845 
to 1860, 80; Ohio state stock, 6 per cent. 1850 to 
1860, 84 1-2; Pennsylvania state stock, 5 per cent. 
1854 to 1865, 75; United State bank shares £ 16; do. 
bonds, 6 per cent. 1841 to 1842, 93. No improve- 
ment on American stock. 

American state stocks. The interest excited by 
American affairs continues unabated, and the most 
contradictory opinions are entertained as to the re- 
sult of their present embarrassments, some parties 
maintaining’ that the great mass of those Ainerican 
securities which were sold in the English market 
are nothing bat mere rubbish, whilst others, with 
equal pertinacity, contend that the foreign ereditors 
are perfectly safe. Upon the whole, opinions un- 
favorable to America are most prevalent. 

We shall not enter upon any detail of the reasons 
which influence the one party or the other because 
they have been totally exhausted in the public prints. 
The following opinion was commuti¢ated by the 
celebrated Daniel Webster, on the 16th October 
last, to Messrs. Baring, Brothers & Co. ih answer to 
inquiries from that firm as to the constitutional le- 
gality of the American state loans, and the power 





We subjoin the correspondence, 


“EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR, AT $5 PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 





2 eer memeneen 
London, Oct. 12, 1839. 
Srr: Some public prints in this country having 
questioned the constitutional right of the individual 
states of which the North American union is com- 
posed to contract loans, we are happy to be able to 
avail ourselves of your visit to this country to refer 
the point (on which we never entertained a doubt) 
to you, and to ask your legal opinion on the subject 
—an opinion which, we need hardly add, will be 
conclusive with ourselves, and most important for 
all who are interested in state securities. 
We beg, therefore, that you will favor us with 
your written answer, at. your earliest convenience, 
to the following inquiry: : 
“Has the legislature of one of the American 
states legal and constitutional power to contract 
loans at home and abroad?”? We have the honor to 
be, with great respect, sir, your obedent servants, 
BARING, BROTHERS & CO. 
The hon. Daniel Webster, §c. 





“*Tondon, Oct. 16. 
‘“*‘Messrs. Baring, Brothers & Co. 

“GENTLEMEN: i have received your letter, and 
lose vo time in giving you my opinion on the ques- 
tion which you have submitted for my considera - 
tion. The assertions and suggestions to which you 
refer,as having appeared in some of the public 
prints, had not escaped my notice. 

“Your first inquiry is, ‘whether the legislature of 
one of the states has legal and constitutional power 
to contract loans at home and abroad?’ 

“To this I answer, that the legislature of a state 
has such power; and how any doubt could have 
arisen on this point it is difficult for me to conceive. 
Every state is an independent, sovereign, political 
community, except in so far as certain powers, 
which it might otherwise have exercised, have been 
conferred on a general governinent, established un- 
der a written constitution, and exerting its authority 
over the people of all the states. ‘This general go- 
vernment is a limited government. Its powers are 
specific and enumerated. | All powers not conferred 
upon it still remain with the states and with the 
people. The state legislatures, omthe other hand, 
possess all usual and ordinary powers of govern- 
ment, subject to any limitations which may be im- 
posed by their own constitutions, and, with the ex- 
ception, as I have said, of the operation, on those 

owers of the constitution of the United States. 

he powers conferred on the general government 
cannot of course be exercised by any individual 
state; nor can any state pass any law which is pro- 
hibited by the constitution of the United States. 

“Thus no-state can by itself make war, or con- 
clude peace, nor enter into alliances of treaties with 
foreign nations. In these, and in other important 
particulars, the powers which would have otherwise 
belonged to the state can now be exercised only by 
the general government,or government of the U. 
States. Wor can a state pass a law which is prohi- 
bited by its own constitution. But there is no pro- 
vision in the constitution of the United States, nor, 
so far as I know or have understood, in any state 
constitution, prohibiting the legislature of a state - 
froin contracting debts, or making loans, either at 
home or abroad. Every state has the power of 
levying and colleeting taxes, direct and indirect, of 
all kinds, except that no state can impose duties on 
goods and merchandise imported, that) power be- 
longing exclusively to congress by the constitution. 
That power of taxation is exercised by every state, 
habitually and constantly, according to its own dis- 
cretion, and the exigencies of its government. 
“This is the general theory of that mixed system 
of government which prevails in America. And as 
the constitution of the United States contains no 
prohibition or restraint on state legislatures in re- 
gard to making loans, and as no slate constitution, 
‘30 far as known to me, contains any such probibi- 
tion, itis clear thatin this respect, those legisla- 
tures are left in the full possession of this power, as 
an ordinary and usual power of government. 

“I have seen a suggestion, that state loans must 
be regarded as unconstitutional and illegal, inas- 
much as the constitution of the United States has 
declared that no state shall emit bills of credit. “ht 
is certain that the constitution of the United States 
does contain this salutary prohibition, but whatisa 
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money borgowedy The térm “‘billf of» “tredit”™ 
famniliar in political Dstoad i we 
well asceft and settled, net only by histo- 
ty, bat by jadicial interpretations aud decisions from 
‘the highest'sources. : 
“For the purpose of this opinion, it may be sufti- 
cient to say, that bilis of credit, the subject of the 
“prohibition in the-constitution of the United States, 


ere essentially paper money. They were paper 
igsotasiahaaieaiin i for circulation, and for receipt into 
the treasury.as cash, and were sometimes madea 
tender. in, payment for debts. To put an end at 
once, and forever, to evils of this sort, and to dan- 
gers trom this source, the constitution of the United 
ps as declared, that ‘no state shall emit biils of 
-eredit, nor. make any thing but gold and silver a 
(tenderin payment of debts, nor pass any law which 
) sliall impair the obligation of coniracts,’ All this, 
- however, proves, not that states cannot contract 
_ debts, but that, when contracted, they must pay 
thein in coin, according to their stipulation. . The 
several states possess the power of barrowing mo- 
ney. for their own internal occasions of expenditure, 
as fully as congress possesses the power to borrow 
in behalf of the, United States, for the purpose of 
raising arimis, equipping navies, or performing any 
per ttt F foe aemacttonel duties. ile be added, 
that congress itsell fully recognizes this power in the 
states, as.ithas authorised tie investinentof large 
funds which it held in trust for very important pur- 
poses in certificates of state stocks. 

**Thesecurity for state loans is the plighted faith 
of the state, as a political community. It rests on 
the sane basis as other contracts with established 

- governments—the same basis for example, as loans 
made in, the United States under the authority of 
congress; that..is to say, the good faith of the go- 
verameit making the Joan, and its ability to fulfil 
its engagements, the state loans, it is known, have 
been contracted principally for the purpose of mak- 
ing railroads. and canals: and in some cases, al- 
though I know not how generally, the income or 
revenue expected to be derived trom these works 
is directly and specifically pledged fur the payment 
of the interest and the fedeinption of the debt, in 
addition to the obligation of pubiiec faith. In seve- 
ral states other branches of revenue have been spe- 
cifically pledged, and in others very valuable tracts 
of land. It cannot be doubted that the general re- 
snit of these works of internal improvement has 
been, and will be, to enhance the wealth and abili- 
ty of the states. | 

‘*It has been said that the states cannot be sued 
on these bonds. But neither could the U. States 
be sued, nor, as I suppose, the crown of England, 
in a like case. Nor would the power of suing, pro- 
bably, give the creditor any substantial additional 
secutity. The soleinn obligation of a government, 
arising on its own acknowledged bond, would not 
be euxhahced by a judginent rendered on such bond. 
If it either could not, or would not, make provision 
for paying the bond, it is not probable that it could 
or would make provision for satisfying the judgment, 

‘The states cannot rid themselves of their obliga- 
tions otherwise than by the honest payment of the 
debt. They can pass no law impairing the obliga- 

tion of their owa contracts—they can make meting 

a tender in diseharge of such contracts but gold an 

silver. They possess all adequate power of provid. 
ing for the case, by taxes and internal means of re- 
venue, They cannot get round theirduty nor evade 
its force. Any failure to fulfil its undertakings 
would be an open violation of public faith, to be 
followed by the penalty of dishonor and «isyrace— 

a penalty, it may be presumed, which, no state of 

the American union would be likely to incur. 

*“‘bhope I may. be justified by existing circum- 
stances to close this letter with the expression of an 
opinion ofa more general nature. It is, that I be- 
lieve the citizens.of the U. States, like all honest 
men, regard debts, whether public or private, and 
whether existing at home or abroad, to be of moral 
as well as ler obligation; and I trust I may ap- 
peal to:their history, from the moment when those 
states took their rank ainong the nations of the 
earth to the present time, for proof that this belief 
is well founded, and if it were possible that any of 
the states should at any time so entirely lose her 
self respect and forget her duty as to violate the 
faith solemnly pledged for her pecuniary engage- 
ments, [believe there is no country upon earth— 
not even that of the injured ereditors—in which 
such a proceeding would meet with less cuunte- 
nance or indulgence than it would recéive from the 
great mass of the American people. 

‘-{ have the honor to be, gentleinen, your obedient 
servant, DANLEL WEBSTER.” 

Laniion, Nov. 21. We regret to learn that three 
commercial failures have taken place to day; one 
of the parties are connected with Lioyd’s, as brok- 
ers, aud ope in the East [udia trade. | 


«There has Been anore’ dit posi n Ghanifesied.on 

the part of the public gies t take in 8 nents | 
in the British-seturities, particularly- the-heavier 

annuities, and there is no doubt that the discredit 

'which has fallen on the United States -securitics, 

and the difficulty of realizing them in this market, 

will tend to turn the tide of spare or unemployed 

British capital towards British securities, which, 

under any national calainity have never, as were, 

been annihilated by arefusal to pay.the.dividenda, 
This cannot be wondered at when we consider that 
the American paper debt cannot be much less than 

$14,000,000. 

Duke of Wellington. At the Dover banquet the 
service at the duke’s table was of the most may- 
nificent description, the knives having handles of 
gold. This service was the same which was used 
at the civic banquet, when her present majesty 
honored the city of London with a-visit. . The ta- 
bles for the company were laid out in.a very taste- 
ful manner, and the following is, the bill of fare:— 
26 tables, 25 each; 26 ditto, 23 each;. 1 ditto, 124 
each. Dnke’s table 172—29 quarters of lamb, 56 
dishes roast veal, 56 ditto boiled beef, 28 ditto roast 
ditto, 120 couple chickens, 40 turkey poults, 28 
hams, 56 tongues, 120 pigeon pies, 240 venison 
ditto, 180. fruit ditto, 169 custard puddings, 200 
lobsters, 200 salads, cucumbers, pickles, &¢.— 
Dessert, etc. | [Keniish Observer. 

| FRANCE. 

Nothing more important than their uneasiness at 

the condition of their trade with this country, 
Paris, November 16. 

The newspapers say, that the suspended pay- 
ments of the banks of America have as. yet 'pro- 
duced little sensation in Paris, Lyons, Bordeaux or 
Havre. As respeets Lyons and Bordeaux at least 
this assertion is incorrect. Very great, and it would 
seem very well grounded, alarin exists. The late 
publication by government respecting the export 
trade of France shows that fully one-sixth of her 
exports go to the United States. We must not be 
told, therefore, that the failure of such customers 
had caused no sensation among those with whoin 
they dealt. LI can assure you that a dimination of 
these orders is not the only unpleasant result anti- 
cipated from the late lamentable occurrences in the 
United States. 

If, however, it has failed to alarm the French, it 
has carried dismay home to every citizen of the 
United States now on the continent of Europe, ail 
vf whom are naturally most anxious to’ know how 
far their means of existence may have been coin- 
promised by the suspension of payments by the 
American banks. 

The effects of the late events in the United 
States are beginning to become more manifest in 
France. The Journal des Debats publishes on this 
subject the following extract of a letter, dated 

Lyons, November 14. 

‘Business, after having been very active during 
some days, has suddenly stopped. The news 
brought from the United States by the Liverpool 
steamer has occasioned that suspension in the silk 
transactions.”’ 

The French navy. The French chambers have 
voted £20,000,000 sterling, to augment the marine 
and erect fortresses on all the sea-boards of France 

Banking in France. A writer in the Boston 
Daily Advertiser, who speaks as one having au- 
thority, says: 

In France till within three or four years there 
were but few banks, and the whole or nearly the 
whole of the paper issues were furnished by the 
Bank of France, and none were allowed by-her 
charter of less value than 500 franes, about $100. 

The Bank of Havre, by its character, issues 
notes of 250 to 1,000 franes, equal to $59 to $200. 
It is. the only bank which has the right of issuing 
notes in that great city—the largest emporium of 
foreign trade in France. The capital is $750,000, 
and it is. restricted. by its charter from having a 
larger amount of liabilities—namely, deposites and 
circulation—than three times the amount of specie 
in its vaults. .The Bank of France has the excla- 
sive cirenlation in Paris, and the restrictions pon 
its Operations in the charter are such as to compel 
her always to be in a safe and strong position, | 

The Bank of Havre cannot discount commercial 
paper having more than ninety days te run-—“and 
no accommodation paper created without value receip- 
ed, shail be discounted,”’, The Bank.of France is 
under the same restrictions as to, the duration of 
credit on commercial obligations, but is allowed to 
make advances.on public securities, ' 

Prison discipline. The prefect of. police has ad- 
cressed a report to the minister,of the interior, on 
the prison for juvenile offenders (muison des jeunes 
detenus,) which contains some striking facts, He 








solitary imprisonment has been tried, and bas deen 


attended with thepnmest gratifvang tesults. in the 
cart in whieb'the = we eg Wied 10 asso. 

atewith each other, theretidives (new oife nces by 
the same parties) were alter biberation as 30-1) 
130; whereas, anonegst those who had been bub. 
jected to the cellular system, by which all inter. 
course with their fe How prisoners was prevented, 
the recidives were only 710 280—viz: in One case 
neatly 25 per cent: amd in the other iitle more than 
B3.percent. He adds, that.some doubts. brad. been 
entertained as to the: effect of . the solitary system 
upon the health of the prisoners, but that experi. 
ence had shown then to be umfounded.. Among 
42 children confined in separate cells, there was 
not one case of sickness, whilst amongst the chil. 
dren who were allowed to be together, the propor. 
tion of sie kness was as one to sixanda Bali, It 
was remarked that the vicious propensities $0 con. 
spicnous én the ordinary prisoms were in this in. 
stance generally corrected by sobituce, 

[Gulignant’s Messenger. 
_ SWEDEN. i 

~ Bank of Stockholm. The government of Sweden 
first established this bank in 1657. No stock was 
created; but insteud of this, three: hundred thousand 


| Specie crowns were borrowed by the govermenent, as 


its capital, and promissory notes were given for this 
raoney, pay able at six ht to beares, and carry ing in- 
terest. What was thus borrowed at four prer cent. 
was loaned at siz, upon morgage, aid sosmetines 
upon pledges. The bank was thrusatonee a bank 
of circulation, of loan, and of pledges or pawis.— 
This last. woald be called, in wrope, a aeont de- 
piele, or Lombard banke. The actaninistraticem of this 
bank was conducted with gieat. fidelity, anc in filty 
years it had acquired a re of fiity miliens. 

The government, mot satisfied. with this gp Fosper- 
ous condition of the bank, or, being compreled to 
meet an Imereased expenditure, established a new 
bank, into which the former was incorporated. It 
issued notes payable in copper ecusot about six 
cents value. More itberalin its discounts than the 
old one, this bank nade large aciwances of ats own 
paper to the government andthe mobility. [va ashort 
time it hae? issued notes to the value of sik. Eeundred 
million ecus, or one hundred million dollars. 

This vast circulation of paper money in: Sweden 
produced the same results which a like cimealation 
has caused in all other countries. A taste for Juxnry 
and expense diffused itself among all classes ‘of so- 
ciety; the state increased ils debt; property. holders 
weie ruined; coin disappeared from circulation. 

This state of publie distress continued unritibthe 
‘accession of Gustavus Ill, when he restored the 
credit of the bank by reducing sts circulation, for- 
bidding future issues, and by declaring its svotes to 
be payable in silver. For this purpose, he trad bor- 
rowed in Holland a large amonnt of silver im ingots. 
The credit of the bank was restored, and its notes 
again passed at their mominal value. 

The exigencies of the state again required in- 
creased expeniitures, to meet which large exxzsssions 
of paper money were made, which: cost not fring. — 
This inust ever be the means of paying extraoidi- 
nary debts, by banks or governments, havimg the 
power of making unlimited issues of rag maoney.— 
» These vast issues of motes brought with the xx their 
necessary attendants, a swiltand ruinous de precia- 
tion of the notes, and the total disappearance of 
specie from circulation. “The necessities of trade 
required the use of small money for change, and as 
| specie had disappeared, the bauk foundit nec essary 
to issue paper tickets, of very low denomézation, 
which in the United States are termed shimprdasters. 
We have thus arrived at that experience of thre ruin- 
ous effects of paper money, which the states of Eu- 
rope have bong since learned. [ G@obe. 

RUSSIA. 

The emperor of Russia and the Napofeanies. 
«<The emperor,” says a letter froma Moscow, in the 
Commerce, *‘will leave us to-morrow, (17th Sep- 
tember), for St. Petersburg, tocomplete some diplo- 
inatie arrangements with England; with whie 
er, itis generally believed here, the Russian ca inet 
is inclined. to euter into an offensive and defensive 
alliance, provided France is excluded. Phe: here- 
ditary grand duke, and theduke de Leueht enberg 
remain constantly with his majesty. On axcriving 
froin the camp at the gates of Moscow, the exmperor 
was received and congratulated by tle goverrsor ge- 
neral, privnee Galitzen, to whom his-imperial exvajes- 
ty replied, taking the hand of the duke de Heuch- 
tenber, ‘} enter Moscow witl the son ofthe aapted 
son of Napolean the great.’ Them, turning to gene- 
rai Kleim Michel, vho was with the governor. ge- 
neral, the emperor added: ‘The Bonapartes: asad the 
Romanofls «may well be of accord,» for the great ob- 
ject of both: families is the prandemr and glory of 


-theis country.’ A miartiage between theo grand 
states, that for the last fifleen months the system ef pd@uchess Olga and prince Lonis 2Napolean ts. again 





talked of, and it js ewen added tivat, shoaied this 
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—— . 
rice decline the allwance,the emperor Nicholas 


wil tarvhis yes to one of the sons of Luizien Bo-' 


[parte It wars that the czar isdetersninéd to 
re as a close aan witta the Narvoleanites, and that 
his gerojectis warmly approved of by the —ilitary 
noblesse of Russsia,but not by the old arastocracy 
of Moscow.” ‘ : 

Russian encroachner.ts. We have read an inter- 
estinag arficle from the Paris Nuééonal, on the sub- 
ject of Russian encromehments. The progress of 
this gigantic grower is traced froin the time when 
Peter the great laid the first stone of St. Peters- 
burg, in 1703, until now when the black eagle’s 
win zs are flap ping over the domes of St. Sophia.— 
Before the first named period Moscow was unknown 
to ttae great mations of Europe; Russia possessed 
not a@ single point upon the shores of the Baltic; 
she washemmedin by Turkey, then a formidable- 
power; by Podand,as yet inviolate, ani by Sweden, 
a Vigorous erseny, Her maritime territory now, 
borderd by ttre Baltie, extends on the morth side 
froma the bottoen of the gulf of Bothnia to beyond 
the INiemen, itacluding EF’inland and eastern Bothnia 
whieh she has wrested from Sweden. She has ac- 
quired large domains from Turkey, and what is of 
wore importarsce she Evas obtaissed the exclusive 
navigation of the Black sea. Poland exists no 
longer. Alter re § gpa her encroachinents to- 
wards Persia and inother directions, the article in 
the MMutionul continues: 

«With the irrcontestibie evidence of so rapid and 
gigarstic couqra ests recor ced indelibly on every map 
and geographical workk, who can for a momeut 
doubt of the ambitious — of Russia, not 
merely upon Constantinople, for that is beyond all 
doubt, but with respect to India, asalso of her ca- 
pability ofcarrying them intoexecution? Sufficient 
atterstion has siot as yet been paid, nor can too 


and perseverance of the policy adopted by the 
czars, fruonthe time of Peter the great to the pre- 
sent—a policy connectimmg every thing by an indis- 
solutsde chain, «nd whieh makes every thing tend 
to thre sane object.” 

«EXussia fincis herself impelled by the foree of 
everats to becesmne a greal maritime power of the 
first class; the waters of the Baltic could mo longer 


in the Black sea, the possession of Coustantinople 
was indispensable. Her armies have already en- 
camped under the walls of that city; she only waits 
a fittingopportanity of descendimy once more into 
the ‘plainsof Adrianopie; and should this occur, 
she veill not stand still tivere, but will pnsh onwards 
to that city so much coveted by Napoleon, and 
hold perpetnal possession of it, “Lhis was the pre- 
diction of Napoleon.” 

As aimeans of counteracting the vast designs of 
Russia, the Paris journal declares that it is of the 
first isnportance to establish French influence and 
civilizationin Eicypt. 

Tiee conquering propensity so strongly charac- 
teristic of Russia is but the natnral emanation of 
those vigorous qualities which constitute her na- 
tional mind. A mighty spirit, powerful in the 
consciousness of vast resources and quickened by 
great en-rey of will, possesses a species of altrac- 
live powerlike thatwhich large’ bodies possess in 
physics. It-drraws to atself all weaker elements, 
and either assi anilates them with ats own quality, or 
with a repellarat force sweeps them froin 1ts course. 
Imbecility, eifeiminacy, or wealcness of any kind 
consequent ugson the abnee of intellectual and 
moral gifts, fati before swacha power asa matter of 
heecessity conmected with the mature of things.— 
We may lament the oceurtence of wars—but so 
long as nations make themselves unfit for self-go- 
vernament, or isucompetemst to advance the progress 
of hrzrman eivilézation, s@ long will conquerors arise 
lodash down the moutcering fabrics of ‘corruption 
Which encumber ground that migtt be better occu - 
pied. Superior strength and courage, though oflen 
enpioyedto saabserve the purposes of unhallowed 
anbition, are at leastevicences of meatal energy— 
and sarhen they triunphed it is mostly overweak+ 
heas self.generated and deserving of its fate. Ro- 
man civilization is sowmetines said to have fallen 
hefate the attacks of bar tearians. Ut was the civili- 
zation of a corrupt people giving refinement to 
Vieior:s indulgeencies which had quite eaten away 
the fmeart of thee old Roanan energzy—he outward 
thell, fantastic and gawwedly to the eye, of inward 
rottermness—~it was this sort of civilization which 
sink anierthe hardy blowsof stern invaders who, 
With all their ferocity, were men. They were 
nen sych as Romans were inthe daysof her youth 
ful greatness, prompt to~ act, despising luxury, and 
feariveg death bess than dishonor. 


The world wilt lose ‘nothing buat will rather gain 
tomething by tte Russian possession of “Purkey.— 


regions wher:ce once Alexander issued fo infuse the 
power of Grecian genins into the decaying car- 
cass Of the Asiatic empire. <A nation will be dis- 
possessed which has already acted its part im the 
course of humianevents, and could do fittleof bene- 
fit to-any, if its feeble existence were prol. nged. 

{ Ballinore American. 

; SPAIN 

Remains in great distraction—Madrid was me- 
naced with an insurrection, and troops had been 
suminoaned to the capital by the government to 
overawe the population. Esparrero has for the 
present given up his pursuit of CapreRa, and the 
COUNT D’EspAGNE, a Celebrated leader of the Car- 
lists, has been murdered. 

TURKEY IN EGYPT. 

Affairs remain as they were. 

GREECE. 

Extract from the History of the Regeneration of 
Greece, abont to be published by Mr. Castanis: 

Duriog our revolu'ion,a few Christians came to 
Greece to offer themselves in her defence; most. of. 
them as lovers. of Grecian reminiscence and Helle- 
nie glory. Awong these Byron stood pre-eminent. 
That great. soul, atoning for past faults, gave him- 
self up toonr cause. When he reached Messolong- 
hi, he addressed the citizens from the toinb of Mar- 
co Bozzaris, and at lastovercome with tears, he 
could not speak, he could only kiss the tomb of the 
hero. He did not live to see the fulfilment of his 
hopes; and his memory is enshrined in the heart of 
every Greek. A great many writers complain that 
hehas no monument in the country which he:assist- 
ed. It is singular that authors, or rather scribbiers, 
should allude with so little ceremony to such ade- 
licate subject, as if the Greeks never would hear of 
it, and give a reasonable reply. 

When the Greeks are asked where Byron’s mo: 
numetat stands, they point to their own glorious free 
mountains, rocks and marble remnants, and_ reply, 
“yonder is his tomb, for while they remain Byron’s 
name willbe remembered,.”? Already has Byron’s 
nane been immortalized in modern Greek song by 
one Of our greatest poets, Calvos, and also in a 
beautiful sonnet written by a Greek Iady. _ When 
travellers go to Greece, they imagine that if Byron’s 
name is not uttered aloud in every street through 
which they pass, the nation has forgotten him. It 
is enough to say that Byron is remembered by the 
Greeks with the deepest gratitude. If he is not 
constantly in their mouths he is in their hearts 
Moreover, Greece has hardly any time to mourn for 
her own children, and, hardly any for her adopted 
sons. Still she does not forget even the latter. . In 
addition to this Greece is poor, and must support 
her own existence before she thinks of the dead. It 
is well tosuggest that Byron’s monument may be 
completed as soon as the American one on Bunker 
Hill. However, the necessity is not very great, 
and what the present age neglects, another may ef- 
fect. 

Greece called a few defenders from American 
shores. A marble tomb in the island of Syra com- 
inemorates the valor and death of a native of Mas- 
sachusetts. In fine, every civilized nation furnish- 
eda few allies, and Greece has not forgotten them. 
However they cannot expect great attention whilst 
our greatest warriors are neglected. The bravest 
of the Americans was col. Miller, of Vermont. He 
was full of sport, and much loved by the Suliotes, a 
small band of whom he commanded. He distin 
suished himself at Argos, where he happened to be 
covered with dust by a cannon ball. Fearing that 
they would think hit lost; he shouted to his band, 
“nothing! nothing! keep on!” 

Enough has been said of a subject which detica- 
cy forbids our prosecuting any farther. When 
Greece is more prosperots, her actions will explain 
much better the depth of her gratitude, , 

SOUTH AMERICA. . 

From the river Plute. The~ brig Chalcedony, at 
Newport, brings advices from Montevideo to the 
20th and from Buenos Ayres to the 10th September. 
The following letter from a correspondent of the 
Jonrnal of Commerce, gives all the intelligence of 
noment: 

Montevideo, 18th Sept. 1839. 

Advices are in town this day that an army of 
5,500 men from the provinces of Entre Rios, Bue- 
fos Ayres and Corrientes, have crossed the river 
Negro abont 200 miles from this city, and are mareh- 
ing in’ this direction. The governor of this is near 
them with about an equal force, and they will pro- 
bably sneet very soon. The result of the engage- 
ment ‘willbe important, If the army from Buenos 
Ayres are victorious, they will have possession of 
this place, gnd we shall have here a blockade the 
sume ae Buenos Ayres, 

On the other hand, if this army is defeated, there 





bife aud vigor will be @nce more sestored fo the 


ee oe ee 
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will be at immediate march into Buenos Ayres, and 
tbe result will bea revolution there, and a pew go- 


ils 


vernment; and the tew party will accede to at 

thing the French deimand, as ‘their army have the 
aid of ali the French forces here. It is generally 
thought that this last will be the result. At Buenos 
Ayres the people are wishing for a change; but the 
rulitary force kept under arms in,the city, of 2,500 
men, deters them from any decisive movement. | 

The Indians that live on the plains between Chili 
and Buenos Ayres, have made an inroad into Bue- 
nos Ayres, and gpproached within 80 leagues of the 
city, driving off large quantities of cattle and horses; 
and in an engagement with the troops and friendh 
Indians, entirely defeated them. They are ina 
body of 1,500:to 2,000, all mounted on horse back, 
and their movements are very rapid. Should they 
not be satisfied with their present booty and con- 
tinue their plundering, it will add much to the em. 
barrassed state of that province. . 

Our communication with Buenos Ayres is once 
a month only, by the English packet, but boats and 
small vessels elude the Blockadets at times. Our 
advices are up to the 10th instant. ‘The boats of 
the French squadron were defeated with the loss of 
one launch in attempting to burn some vesseis at 
Point Indio, in a small river, about the Ist. They 
lost some few men also. | 
Our market is overstocked with flour and salt— 
prices notninal $16, nett 74, per bbl. and 10 rials 
the fanega. Hides are selling at 36 rials, or cost 
about 13 cents in exchange. Tallow 6 cents.— 
Freights very low to all parts. : 

At Buenos Ayres, hides, heavy, are worth 84d. 
sterling per Ib. light, 3d. hore hides 83s. 6d. each. 
Tallow 2d. per ib. Wool 1 to 8 pence per Ib. Beef, 
jerked, 27 rials the qtl. Dollars, 16 paper for 1 
silver (par in 1827); doubloons, 260 paper for 1 
silver. Exchange on London 84d. for $1. 

. Montevideo, 20th Sept. 1839. 

The troops, (marines) from the French squadron 
to the amount of 800, landed last night and this 
morning, for the purpose of defending the town, 
should the forces against the Argentine army be 
defeated. The enemy are within 120 miles of this 
city. Produce of all kinds has advanced, as but 
little can eome in until the present excitement is 
over. Hides 88 rials, beef 30 do, 

CANADAS, 

Poulett Thompson the new governor general of 
the Canadas, has sent a message to the legislature of 
Upper Canada, announcing the intention of the Bri- 
tish governinent to convert the two provinces into 
one. The first of the terms of reanion to which the 
governor general desires the assent of the house of 
asseinbly is the equal representatidn of each pro- 
vince in the united legislature, He says that al- 
though this. proposition, considering the amount of 
the population of Lower Canada, might seem to 
place that province in a less favorable position than 
Upper Canada, yet under the ‘circumstances, with 
the increasing population to be expected from emi- 
gration, and having regard to the commercial and 
agricultural enterprise of its inhabitants, an equal 
apportionment of representation would no doubt be 
found to be beneficial. 

The second stipulation to be-made js the grant of 
a sufficient civil list. The propriety of Tendering 
the judicial bench independent alike of the execu- 
tive and of the legislature and of furnishing the 
ineans of carrying on the indispensable ‘services of 
the government has been affirmed by the parliament 
of Upper Canada in the acts passed by them for 
effecting those objects. In deterinining the amount 
of the civil list, the house of assembly is assured 
that the salaries and expenses ‘té'be paid from it 
will be calculated by her majesty’s government 
with a strict regard for economy, and the state of 
the provincial affairs. : 

Thirdly, the governor general says he is prepar- 
ed to recommend to parliament that so much of the 
existing debt of Upper Canada as lias been contract- 
ed for public works of a general nature should after 
the union. be charged un the ‘joint réveriue of the 
united province. Adverting to the nature of the 
works for which this debt was contracted, and the 
advantages which mast result to them ftom Lower 
Canada he thinks it is not unjust that that province 
should bear a proportion of the expengé, - 

On these principles the governor general is of 
opinion that @ reunion of the two provintes may be 
effected, equitable and satisfactory in its terms and 
beneficial tn its results to all classes. He submits 
thein to the consideration of the house of ‘assem 
in the full conviction of their importance, and in the 
hope that they will receive the assent of that hotise. 
“Fortified by the expression of their opinion,” he 
says “her inajesty’s government and partiament 
will be able at once to apply themselves to'the full 
development of the seheime, and to the’ const 
tion of the provisions by which it-niay be ea 









into effect with the greatest ees | 
| of both provinces. NOK. Bee 
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.. NATIONAL AFFAIRS, 23). 

Trade with Germany. We shave already noticed 
the return to this couutry.of Myr. Joshua Dodge, 
_who has been forthe lart ten years employed by 
our government ag diplomatic and commercial 
vagent in Germapy.» We know not many subjects 
of national interest that more require attention, or 
that would be more likely to repay a reasonable de- 
gree of trouble, than that confided to Mr. D. of ex- 
tending our commercial -intercourse with the na- 
tions of middle and southern Europe, wherever op- 
‘portunities. presented: We should by this means 

insome measure relieved from our exclusive de- 
‘pendence on nd, and for many commodities 
anight have a choice of markets. We are indeed 
somewhat shackled in negotiating for commercial 
favors with foreign nations. Their articles of ex- 
port are aiready received here at avery low rate of 
duties; they enjoy without negotiation every: privi- 
lege that negotiation might bestow; while we have 
nothing to offer forthe benefits we ask. We can 
only plead for a fair reciprocity without being able 
to urge any reason to: show that such reciprocity 
-would be for their interest. They have in present 
possession the very one-sided sort of reciprocity, if 
we may use such a term, which best suits them. 
They have a free market for their own productions, 
and they reap also a large revenne of imports upen 
out commodities which are sent in return for their; . 
.. four agents or ambassadors were authorised to 
say tothe German powers that unless the heavy 
duties on American tobacco were reduced to a rea- 
sonable scale, corresponding duties would be placea 
forthwith upon German merchandise imported into 
the United, States, such a mode of argumentation 
would be understood at once, It would be an ap- 
peal adapted to the occasion, and it would be likely 
to. reach the tenderest feelings of diplomatic sensi- 
bility.. As it is,our negociators are placed in an 
unpleasant position. They must solicit asa gift 
what should be required-as an equivalent for cor- 
responding favors. If they obtain any thing it is by 
sufferance, and we are thus compelled to look upon 
ourselves as the obliged party. { Balt. Amer. 

STORM OF THE LOTH DECEMBER. 

Alt New York. The Commercial says ‘‘those 
who were at the fire in Cedar street, on Saturday 
night, {14th} will long recollect the deluge of rain 
which. tell until after midnight. As we supposed, 
while the rain was pouring down in this city there 
.was a severe snow storm at no great distance from us. 
‘The steamboat Swallow, which left this city on 
Saturday evening, was unable to proceed farther 
than Hudson, whence she returned this morning, 
without any mail. The pilot of the Swallow, who 
has been on the river for many years, informs us 
that the snow storm of Saturday night was heavier 
than any within his recollection. At Hudson and 
its vicinity the snow fell eighleen inches on a level. 
The river was not frozen over, but there was too 
much, floating. ice between Albany and Hudson to 
render it safe for the boat to proceed farther than 
Hudson... She will go up to-night, but will proba- 
bly not be able to proceed farther than Catskill. 

At the eastward, the snow fell in prodigious 
quantities. We are told that it lay two feet deep 
on the. ground at New Haven. ‘he cars could 
hardly be dragged upon the railway, with all the 
power. of steam that could be raised, so that more 
than three hours were required to work their way 
to Meriden, Within twenty miles of this city the 
snow is represented, to be from eighteen inches to 
two feet in depth. 

The Albany papers represent the snow to have 
fallen frou eighteen, inches to two feet in depth, 
obstructing the roads in all directions. 

At Boston. The Mercantile Journal of the 16th 
says, a northeast snow storm commenced yesterday 
morning about 3 o’clock—which continued through- 
out, the, day, occasionally relapsing into rain. In 
the course of yesterday, the wind blew with great 
fury from, the eastward—and last evening, for seve- 
ral hours, it increased. to a hurricane, blowing with 
more violence than.it, has done for years. The 
gale continued throughout the night—but abated 
after midnight. It.is feared that this long and vio- 
lent gale has caused many disasters on the coast.— 
Most of the vessels in the stream dragged their 
anchors—and much damage was done to the ship- 
ping, lying at. the wharves. The list of disasters 
to shipping in the harbor, which the Journal reports, 
occupy. half a column, and include the loss of se- 
veral lives. 

“At the southern wharves the gale also did much 
damage. At, India. wharf, the principal damage 
was caused by. the barque Creole, which drove out 
of the stream, and. came in contact with the brig 
Adelaide, which lost.her.bowsprit and was severely 
hafed.. The A, dragged against. the Hamburg 
brig. Edwin, ..and. somewhat damaged her sides, 


chaia-piates, Sc. A lighter schooner wag, suak at, 


Central. wharf, -by. some other. vessel’s» bowsprit 
driving into her stern. « AtvArch wharf the bow- 


sprit of a schooner was forced into one of the} 


atores. | Reis ee 

it was fortunately neap tides—nevertheless the 
water rose above some of the wharves, and a:con- 
siderable quantity of lumber was washed away and 
large quantities of boards were blown from the piles 
in the lumber yard. Haverhill.street, just this side 
Warren bridge, was this morning covered with the 
boards which were blown from the adjoining lum- 
ber wharf. Several chimnies were blown down— 
and out buildings demolished—but we have heard 
of no loss of life. 

The damage done to trees, fences, barns and 
other buildings, in this vicinity, is very great.— 
Many noble elms have been prostrated, or stripped 
of their wide spreading branches. 


At Cape Ann. The Gloucester Telegraph of the 
18th says “never have we been called pon to re- 
cord so severe a storm, or one so disastrous and 
melancholy in its results, as that which set in on 
Sunday morning. Snow and rain came together, 


accompanied with a high wind from the 8. E. which 
soon increased to a gale almost unprecedented for 


‘its violence, and which continued without abate- 


ment the whole of that day and night and most of 
Monday. | 

Property and life have been swept away to an 
unparalleled extent, and the scenes of suffering and 
desolation that have been brought before their eyes, 
have involved a whole community in sorrow and 
affliction. Our shores have been literally strewn 
with wrecks, surviving, but suffering mariners, and 
alas, with the dead. 

On Sunday morning there were in our harbor 
nearly 60 vessels, which had put in, in anticipa- 
tion of a storm. Of this large fleet, all that could 
be seen at anchor on Monday morning were about 
twenty, and they having every mast and spar cut 
away, a solitary pole in each only standing to bear 
alo{t a signal of distress and for assistance. 


These, tossing as they were like egg-shells upon 
a violent sea, and exposed to the yet raging gale, 
liable every moment to part their cables and be 
driven to sea with all on board, presented a scene 
melancholy enough—but when the eye rested upon 
the long line of wrecks that had been cast upon 
vur shore, and the innumerable fragments of others, 
together with their scattered cargoes—here and 
there the cold and stiffened corse of a fellow- 
creature, and the suffering survivors—the feeling 
heart was subdued and almost made to bleed. 

In regard to the lives lost it is impossible as yet 
to asceriain the precise nuinber. The general be- 
lief is that it cannot fall short of forty. Yesterday 


afternoon nine bodies had been found, exclusive of 


four at Sandy bay. 

Thus have we given a long list of the disasters 
that have occurred on our shores—making in al} 
twenty-two total wrecks, thirly-two vessels dismasted, 
drifted out of the harbor, &c. and twenty ascertained 
deaths. 

The melancholy details of the disaster occupies 
a column of the Telegraph, concluding with the 
following: . 

“Asa great many vessels went to sea on Friday 
and Saturday from the various ports in this vicinity, 
many of which were bound to ports along the coast, 
it is feared that the disasters have been numerous. 
The accounts from Cape Cod are looked for with 
much anxiety. 

At Sulem. The Register of the 16th says—<A 
storm of wind, snow and rain commenced a few 
hours alter midnight on Saturday, and continuedin- 
creasing in violence through yesterday. During 
the day, at intervals, the wind blew with tremen- 
dous force from the eastward and the rain fell in 
torrents. The ship Sumatra, from the Vineyard, 
anchored in our harbor about noon; and hadall ber 
light sails set antil 7 yesterday morning, when she 
first felt the gale. She was spoken/outside by the 
pilot, whocould not board her on account. of. the 
tremendous sea, and ran in, following the course of 
the boat under his direction. The Sumatra left the 
Vineyard on Friday in company with the whale 
ship Izette and brig Deborah, of and for this. port, 
pete ited them both in the bay last Saturday, might, 
but neither arrived, yesterday, and they. probably 
made for aharborsomewbere. The shipping on the 
coast, we fear, has suffered munch, especially ves. 
sels in our-bay, which were obliged to encounter 
the full fury of the-eleiwents. 

Newburyport. The Herald-of the 17th contains 
a long list of disasters, It states that the gale at 
that place was very severe.| From 10 to 12.0’clock 
on Sunday night, the wind,» which had shifted .a 





point or more to the N. E. blew a perfect: hurri- 
cane, About fifteen or twenty fishing sebogners, 
lying at the wharves,-have. suffered mor¢ or, less 


seamen 
eee 


damage. Several of the wharves, which were OVer- 
flowed hy the high tide,-have suffered damage. 
The keeper of the lights. on Plum Island describes 
the tide as baving flowed quite across the island j;, 
a number of places, making many deep ravines, 


with sand. The hotel and site, with almostall the 
buildings, were surrounded with one entire sheet 
of water, as well‘as the road leading to the bridge, 
The violence of the gale was such-as to remove 
many sand hills, forming at the same time man 
laices and ponds. He also says that. the whole 
eastern side of the island has washed away to an as. 
tonishing degree. 
NAVAL. 

Court martial. The Philadelphia U.S: Gazette, 
of the 14th says that a court: martial is: to be con. 
vened in that city, for the trial of several of the 
officers‘of the navy. In assigning duties to this 
court martial, on the authority of rumour, the Ga. 
zette named an officer, whom it is gratifying to learn, 
the department have no such view in relation to, 
Whether the other items of rumor of the Gazette 
are equally unfounded, we have not yet learned, ac. 
cording to them, commodore E/liolt and several 
officers of the exploring expedition “‘who have been, 
arrested and sent home by its commandant, Jieut. 
Wilkes,” are to be tried by this court. 

Honor to the deserving! Official.. Navy depart. 
ment, December 9, 1839. 

Sir: The department has observed in the news. 
papers a notice of your gallant and success{ul ef- 
forts in rescuing a portion of the .crew of the Chi. 
lian ship of war Monteguido, which it appears was 
wrecked in the harbor of Valparaiso during the gale 
of the 24th and 25th of July last. 

Although you have already enjoyed. the highest 
reward of your exertions in the suecess whieh 
crowned them, the department would not do justice 
to its own feelings, did it refrain from. expressing to 
you its admiration of the feartess self- devotion dis- 
played by yon on that occasion, and which js alike 
honorable to yourself, to the service, and to your 
country. I am, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, J. K. PAULDING. 
Lieut. Thomas T. Craven, VU. 8S. exploring expedition. 

Commodore Ridgely having been appointed to 
the command of the U.S. squadron on the eoasts of 
Brazil, &c. the officers on this station (where he 
has commanded for several years) addressed to him 
the following letter previous to his leaving the com- 
mand. [N. York American. 

U. S. navy yard, N. Y. 19th November, 1839. 

Srr: The undersigned, officers of the navy, ma- 
rine corps, and civil departinent on this station, 
having heard of your appointment to the command 
of our naval squadron on the coastof La Plate and 
Brazil, cannot permit you to depart without an ex- 
pression of their deep regret at your separation 
from them, and their high estimation of your cha- 
racter as an officer and gentleman, 

Many of them bave served under your command 
during agreat portion of your official connection 
with this station, and have. witnessed the constant 
zeal and ability with which your duties have at all 
times been performed, combining with courtesy and 
indulgence, a strict attention to the public interests, 
ard discipline of the service. 

But whilst they express their regret at being 
thus separated from you, they feel highly gratified 
by your appointment to so important a command, at 
atime when our neutral relations with the. bellige- 
rent powers of France and Buenos «yres are ealcu- 
lated to involve questions and resp. ‘sibilities of the 
most complicated character; and their confidence in 
you assuges them that the honor of our flag and the 
interesis of our country will be gallantly and ably 
sustained. 

With an earnest wish for your continned welfare 
and happiness, under all circumstances, the ander- 
signed beg leave to offer you the cordial assurance 
of their sincere regard and esteem. 

(Signed by capt. J. D. Sioat and the other officers 
on the station. ) 

Commodore Charles G. Ridgely, comm’g U.&. naval 
station, N. York. 

To which he returned the annexed reply: 

Navy yard, N. York, Nov. 26, 1839. 

GenTLEMEN; Your very friendly: letter of the 
25th inst. transmitting me a letter signed: by the “ofli- 
cers of the navy, marine cofps, and civil depart- 
ment, on this ‘station,* expressing their approbation 
of my conduct, and ‘their deep regret at our separa- 
tion,’ **1 received this day, 

To have earned. the very high esteem of those I 
have been so ‘long and: constantly associated with, 
and where all my official acts lave come under their 
immediate nolice, is the most distinguished and. ho- 
nerable reward that could be bestowed on me. 

..T thank you all, gentlemen, for assuring me, that 
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and the interests of our country will be gallantly jaa friendsbip of the bank? We leave this qnestion 


and ably sustained.’’. I can only assure you, L-will 
endeavor, at. all times, to merit these high and ho- 
norable sentiments. iPoii 

With all the warin feelings of friendship, charac- 
teristic of our profession, I am faithfully yours, 

i  Saienee CHAS. G. RIDGELY. 
Capt. Jno. D. Sloat, commander H. W. Ogden, and 

_ naval constructor S. Harti, committee. 

Testimony of those who were enemies. The Lon- 
don United Service Journal, in an article on 
Cooper’s Naval History, which it does not smother 
with praise, uses the following complimentary lan- 
guage in regard to the American navy, 

“From its infancy to its present state, most 
bravely, most gallantly, have the officers and men of 
the naval profession iu America upheld the honor of 
their flag; there is scarcely one action in which the 
slightest imputation can be cast upon any indivi- 
dual; they have never avoided their enemies, ex- 
cepting where iL wee have been the height of im- 
pudence to have faced them; they have fought with 
the most determined valor; they have in many 
cases been successful over a nation which held un- 
disputed the command of the ocean; and this very 
circuinstance of combating an enemy flushed with 
almost universal victory, adds a greener laurel to 
the navy of the United States.” 

Packets vs. frigates. We understand that on the 
passage of the frigate United States round froin 
Boston, a sailing match accidentally took place be- 
tween the frigate and one of our packet ships, 
which resulted in favor of the latter.. The packet 
ship Siddons, captain Palmer, bound from Liver- 
pool to this port, made the frigate about twelve 
miles dead to windward, and in the course of nine 
hours was within a mile of the frigate, when it fell 
calm. The United States is considered the swiftest 
frigate in the navy, and this perhaps is one of the 
few opportunities to try the sailing between nation- 
al and private ships that has been recently afforded. 

In former times it was considered impossible for 
any merchantinan fo sail with a states vessel. Now 
the former seem to have a deciced advantage. ‘The 
advancementin the science of merchant ship build- 
ing, has been great indeed. The model of a New 
York built ship, together with her sirength and 
beauty, are both a subject of admiration in all parts 
of the world where she may happen.to be. We 
wish we could add that there had been the same 
improvement in our navy. ‘The establishinent of a 
naval board of commissioners, appears in the view 
of nany to have been the cause, and a fatal one too, 
to all improvements that are going on, and if they 
did, their prejudices are too great to admit of any 
innovation or improvement in the navy. 

[N. Y. Express. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE 
BARRINGS. 


From the New York Courier, of the 19th inst. 

The history of the civilized world, does not pre- 
sent such a picture of national and individual in- 
gratitule—such an exhibition of wanton injustice 
on the part of a whole community and individuals 
of high cespectability—as the late and present cru- 
sade against the Bank of the United States. 

It is now admitted on all hands, that never was a 
nation so blessed with a sound, equal currency, as 
was this country during the period when the Bank 
of the United States was responsible to the country 
for it, aad previous to the assaults upon the institu- 
tion by the late exeeutive of the United States. 
Whenever and wherever the aid of the bank was 
required, there was Mr. Biddle found; and we need 
not remind the merchants of this city, how often he 
oveyed their call and came to their relief, when the 
fovernment, was doing all in its power to oppress 
and destroy thei. We need not remind them that, in 
1833 and 4, the bank was gradually reducing its 
discounts and curtailing its circulation, preparatory 
to closing its business at the expiration of its char- 
ter; and that it was only in obedience to the earnest 
entreaties—nay, the most humiliating appeals on the 
part of the coinmittee of the merchants of this city, 
that it consented to alter its cautious policy, and by 
60 doing, placed itself in the power of the adminis- 
tration and the fulse friends under whose council 
and advisement it had acted. If at that time Mr. 
Biddie hal turned a deaf ear to the ery for relief 
Irom this city, the bank would never have found it- 
self embarrassed, and the parties he then saved from 
bankruptcy would have been unable to unite with an 
eminent London banking house, to bring ruin and 
disgrace upon their benefactors. 

And, in 1835, who was it that urged most stre- 
nuously upon the Bink of the United States the 
propriety and necessity of issuing post notes? Who 
Was it, that was the first applicant for the relief 
Which those post notes furnished, and who it is said 





forthe public to answer; bui do not hesitate to as- 


sert, that a large broker’s house in Wall street, (we 
will not call them bankers for they do no kind of 
business which entitles them to the appellation), 
which is now among the loudest of those who de- 
nounce the policy of the bank and its issues of post 
notes, was the most prominent among those who re- 
commended extension in 1834—was the head and 
front of the recommendation to issue post notes in 
1837—and the very first who became the recipient 
of the bank favors in the shape of what are now de- 
nounced as “disreputable issues.” : 

Now, if this beso, and all that we have asserted 
can be proved, where is the gratitude or the fairness 
of this identical house, and others acting in concert 
with it, taking the ground as we ail know it has, of 
open hostility to the United States bank? If, as we 
assert, it was the first, or even among the first, to 
recommend the issue of post notes, and the very 
first to apply for and receive the benefit of such is- 
sues—how inconceivably censurable is it in that 
house, now to raise its voice against a measure of 
its own recommendation and from which at a most 
critical time in its history, itprobably received more 
aid than any other house in the United States. 

We have no feelings of hostility towards the house 
alluded to; but we feel indignant that parties who 
have thus acted, should be permitted to pass unre- 
buked by that public who are now suffering the 
consequences of- this crusade against the Bank of 
the United States. We feel, and the intelligent 
portion of this mercantile community also feel, and 
think they know, that there has been a vile intrigue 
on foot between certain parties in London and a 
small cligue inthis city, to ruin the Bank of the 
United States, and build up themselves upon such 
ruin. Who these parties are, is not for us to say.— 
Unfortunately for the country this combination has 
been in part successful; and the consequences to 
this community are too fearful, to render it necessa- 
ry tosay who are the parties on this side of the wa- 
ter that are reaping tlhe benefits of such success, or 
what house in London divides the ‘spoils of victo- 
ry.” They have so far triumphed, that the Ameri- 
can merchant is in a measure placed at their mercy; 
and until the United States bank recovers from the 
blow thus inflicted by pretended friends whom it had 
warmed into being, or until a national institution be 
established, we can perceive no remedy for the 
evil. 

The great object of the parties alluded to, both 
here and in London, has been to monopolise the ex- 
change business of the conntry; and to such an ex- 
tenthas this feeling been carried, that at one mo- 
ment a desperate effort was made to break up every 
institution under the general banking law, because 
the principal bank under that law—the North Ame- 
rican Trust and Banking company—was a large 
dealer in foreign exchange! The warfare against 
that institution and its signal failure are too well 
known to require coinment; nor have the public 
forgotten that the first blow was struck through the 
agency of the Bank of Commerce, which sufficiently 
designates the source whence it came. 

Of the various agents in this nefarious plotting 
against the bank, and indeed against all who have 
ventured to deal in foreign exchanges, we shall 
hereafter speak more at large, and in terms which 
their ingratitude and selfishness so justly demand. 
‘Their miserable tool—ihe Journal of Commerce—is 
quite beneath notice, while there is so much higher 
game to strike at; and-so would be the authors of 
certain circulars, signed WorHEerspoon & Co. were 
it nota duty to point out the impudence and the 
presumption of the foreign combination against the 
bank. ‘We extract from their circular of the 18th 
October, which was sent to Europe by the first 
steam ship after the suspension of the bank. 

‘New York, 18th Oct. 1889—Friday, P. M. 

“Upwards of eight years ago—15th Sept. 1831— 
we first adverted in our'circulars to the tampering 
of the Bank of the United States with the foreign 
exchanges, and the conséquent extension of its is- 
sues when the eourse of business indicated the 
propriety and necessity of a directly opposite course 
of action. 

. + * * « * 

“The correctness of these views has now receiv- 
ed the seal of infallible experience in the failure of 
the United States bank, involving that of others to 
such an extent that it seems even doubtful whether 
New York’ will not have the honor of interposing 
singly the barrier of honesty and integrity to the 
prozress of FRAUD and DECEIT.” 

“On Wednesday the 9th inst. it was officially an- 
nounced’ that the post notes of the Pennsylvania 
Bank of the United States, payable in this city, would 
not be paid; and on the same day the bank stopped 
—or as it is fancifally terined, suspended—payment 








Would inevitably have failed; but- for the timely aid. 


in Phijadelphia. The circumstances show conclu- 


sively that this result has followed a préconcerted 
course of action by which it was hoped to procure 
in the first instance the suspension of the New Yorke 
banks, as a cloak to the palpable rottenness of the 
Pennsylvania tnslitulion. By the sale in this market 
of its post notes and bills of exchange, together with 
the extension of its issues, through the device of a 
public notice that iis notes would be redeemed or 
received on deposite at par by its namesake in this 
city, this concern succeeded in establishing a drain 
on our resources to such an extent that after havin 
remitted to Europe in two months, according to the 
boasting of its friends, five millions of dollars in 
specie, it still has a residue in its vaults of four mil- 
lions more. It is now hoped by refusing payment of 
all debts due to New York, and procuring claims 
against this city tobe demanded in specie, siti to 
coerce our banks to suspend, but the only effect of 
this notable scheme will beto cover its projectors 
with confusion and disgrace.” 


Now, we need not tell our readers, that the foreign ‘ 
merchant has never found amore steady advocate ° 
and friend in any press, than in the Courier and In- 
uirer; but it does appear to us that upon their own 
showing, this house of Wotherspoon & Co. have ex- 
hibited a wanton hostility to the success of our fo- 
reign commerce and chief moneyed corporation, 
which ill becomes them as foreigners, living under 
the’protection of our laws and participating in all 
the benefits of our free institutions. elearn from 
this same circular, that for eight years past, durin 
most of which time this bank was a national insti- 
tution, they have been urging upon their correspon- ° 
dents not to confide in its solvency, and as far as 

racticable, have endeavored to injure its credit.— 
We do not say they had no right to do this; on the 
contrary, as there is no legal porinirre forit, they 
had such right. But with all right minded persons, 
the moral crime of thus abusing the hospitality of a 
country in which they are amassing wealth to be 
spent in another clime—the absence of that honora- 
ble and high minded conduct which we are proud 
to say is characteristic of nineteen-twentieths of the 
foreign merchants among us—stamp these indivi- 
duals as mere adventurers, who, when exhibited to 
the public in their true colors, will be permitted 
quietly to sink into that obscurity from which acei- 
dent rather than merit, appears to have temporarily 
drawn them. They are only worthy of the associa- 
tion they now enjoy—that of the hireling tools of 
the Journal of Commerce. teh 

Our readers are doubtless aware of the rumors 
which were so current immediately preceding the 
arrival of the Great Western, that the agency of the 
bank of the United States in London had failed, or 
certainly would fail on the 26th August. But as 
they may not have learned on what grounds that ru- 
mor obtained currency, it may be well to state the 
following facts. On the 20th Mr. Jaudon called on 
Mr. Bates the American partner in the firm of Bar- 
ing, Brothers & Co. and informed him that he would 
require some half a million sterling on the 26th, 
naming the character and amount of the securities 
(state stocks) on which he wished to borrow this 
suin. Mr. Bates told him there could be no difficulty 
in raising the required sum. Here the matter rest- 
ed, and on the 23d Mr. Bates wrote to their agent 
in this city, detailing the particulars of Mr. Jaudon’s 
application and the determination of the American 
house—most improperly so called—-of Barings, Bro- 
thers & Co. not to give him the aid he asked, and 
predicted that his failure on the 26ih was inevitable! ! 
At the same time however, that this letter was 
written, Mr. Jaudon was kept in the dark with re- 
gard to his fate, and his destruction was looked upon 
as certain! How he extricated himself we all know; 
and the reader may imagine the mortification of the 
London house, and its friends and correspondents 
here, at his escape from their honorable schemes.— 
But to the letter. There was joy—great joy and 
much rejoicing among a certain cligue in Wall st. 
on its arrival, Jaudon’s fate was considered sealed 
—the bank as aseller of exchange, was proclaimed 
dead—ani oh what a bright vision of future profits 
opened to the very han and disinterested gentle- 
inen who had so honorably conducted towards the 
bank. But how to give the bank yet another stab 
in anticipation of the news by the next steam ship, 
was the. great question; and afler much grave deli- 
beration, the president of the Bank of America was 
furnished with a copy of the contents of the letter, 
which, by order of the clique, was straightway for- 
warded to the secretary of the treasury!! 

But the steain ship shortly arrived; and behold, 
although Mr. Jandon only discovered the game of 
his London friends at the eleventh hour, he had no- . 
bly triumphed over all his difficulties, and that tri- 
utnph covered with shame and mortification his ene- - 
mies here. pee 
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not cali it conspiracy—and we content otirselves 
with asking of our merchants to reflect on the course 
ot the ‘of the United States towards this city 
at every period when her aid) was invoked, and of 
the ungrateful return now made to her by the very 
ns who were the recipients of her liberality. 

t them also reflect upon the interested and selfish 
views. of the partiesin London and this city who 
seek to trate her; and then let them determine 
how far it is their interest to play into the hands of 
those parties, to the injury of the bank and the far 
more serious injury of the commerce of our country. 


From the New York Courier of the 20th inst. 
. Bank or THe Unrrep States. Our remarks 
under this head yesterday, produced an unnsual de- 
‘of-excitement among the, mercantile and 
ed interests of the city, andas the charge 
against the house of Baring, Brothers & Co. of 
London, was one which involved the Aonor of that 
nauee, are not surprised that the public. here. 
should have been startled at the bare suggestion of 
such a dishonorable proceeding, and demaud. fur- 
ther evidence of its truth. 
We charged, that on the 23d of August, (mis- 
rinted in part of our edition yesterday October), 
Barin s, Brothers & Co. after being informed by 
Mr. Jaudon.on the 20th August, that he wonld re- 
quire some half million sterling on the 26th; and 
being assured by them there would be no difficulty 
in raising it'‘upon the state stocks, &c. offered as se- 
curity,—addressed a letter to their agent in this 
country, divulging the fact that such an application 
had been made, declaring their determination not to 
aid him, and announcing that he must inevitably 
fail on the 26th. 
We now reiterate the charge; and to exhibit the 
ceful conduct of this house towards the Bank 
of the United States, we state further, that a mer- 
chant of this city shipped a valuable cargo to St. 
Petersburg, ( Russia), with orders to remit the pro- 
ceeds without delay to Mr. Jaudon, in Londun, to 
meet his engagements with the Bank of the United 
States or its agency in that city. The cargo arriv- 
ed in due time, and was disposed of agreeably to 
the orders of the shipper; but the agent or consignee 
in St. Petersburg has advised the house here, that 
he has not remitted the funds as directed, because 
letters had been received in St. Petersburg from the 
house of Barings, Brothers & Co. announcing the 
probable failure of Mr. Jaudon on the 26th of Au- 
ust!! And he further advises the shipper,—that 
in consequence of such information, he had remit- 
ted the proceeds of the cargo in question to the 
house of Messrs. Barings, Brothers & Co. to be by 
thein passed over to Mr. Jaudon, in the event of 
his note having been dishonored!! 


Again; two merchants in Philadelphia shipped 
two different cargoes to Montevideo, (South Ameri- 
ca), with instructions to their eonsignees to remit 
the proceeds without delay to Mr. Jaudon in Lon- 
don, to meet their engagements with the Bank of 
the United States, which had furnished in part the 
funds for purchasing the cargoes. Their agent or 
consignee, replies that letters had been received in 
that city, from the house of Barings, Brothers & 
Co. announcing the probable failure of Mr. Jaudon 
on the 26th August. and that he therefore retains 
their funds in Montevideo until further instruc. 
tions!!. The consequence is, that one of the houses 
alluded to, had its bills dishotiored in London!!! 


Now we venture to assert, that the whole history 
of the commercia! worid, does not present a case of 
such unparralleled infamy as this. The imagina. 
tion cannot conceive of a more dishonorable pro- 
ceeding than thus surrepticiously using a confiden- 
tial communication for the destruction of the party 
making it, But it was not against the Bank of the 
United States alone, that this blow was aimed;—it 
struck at otice the credit and the interest of every 
American and every foreign merchant in our coun- 
try trading with foreign parts, and using the credit 
of the principal moneyed institution of the union; 
and we have but too much reason to suspect, these 
dégrading and disgraceful commnnications were 
also made to Canto and Calcutta, the consequences 
may yet prove most disastrous. That they were so 
made, we do not doubt; nor can any reasonable man 
now question who it was, that instigated the Messrs 
Hottengeur to dishonor the bills of the Bank of the 
United States, which we all know, was the great 
blow to its credit in Europe. 


To justly estimate, or rather to form some distinct 
conception of the injury to the commerce of our 
country from the vile crusade against the United 
States bank, our readers must bear in mind that our 
annual importations from Canton and Calcutta, are 
between six and eight millions of dollars. Until 
within the last twelve years, trade could only be 






carried on by the shipment of specie for the pur- | 


‘chase of ca 


rgoes; but during that period the credit 
of the Bank of the United "States has been so un- 
questioned, that its bills, payable six months alter 
their presentation in London, were equal to, and 
have been used as a substitute for specie. 

Thus the eargoes have in ail cases arrived in this 
country, been disposed of, and the proceeds remit. 
ted to London, long before the bills with which 
they were purehased became due. But the suc- 
cess of an infamous and disgraceful warfare against 
the bank, has most effectually destroyed these cre. 
dits, as also those used along the coast of South 
America and round Cape Horn; and in consequence, 
our trade with Canton and Culcutta, must in fu- 
ture, require an immediate investment of actual 
capital, and operate.as a drain of the precious me- 
tals from the United States to the amount of six or 
eight millions of dollars annually. 3 

We will merely add, that in pointing out as we 
did yesterday. the co-operation of certain parties in 
this city with Barings, Brothe:s & Co: of London 
in their warfare against the Bank of the U. States, 
we did so most reluctantly, in consequence of our 
personal relations with: those parties; but we ho- 
nestly believed that we had a duty to perform to 
our country, in exposing as we have, the tendency 
of their acts; which, to shrink from, would have 
rendered us unworthy of the station we oceupy. 
‘How far the facts we have now stated justify our 
course, we leave with the public to determine. 


MESSAGE OF THE GOVERNOR OF ALA. 
BAMA. 


The Nashville Banner furnishes the following 
synopsis of the most important parts of gov. Bay- 
by’s message: 

The governor continues to be deeply impressed 
with the importance, and adheres to the determina- 
tion of effecting some permanent connection. be- 
tween the waters of Mobile bay and the Tennessee 
river, but circurnstances seem to forbid engaging in 
the said enterprise at present. 

He recommends the establishment of a perma- 
nent board of internal improvement, and a com- 
plete zeological survey of the state. 

He again recommends a change in the mode of 
electing directors of the State bank and its branch- 
es—that, instead of the legislature’s electing whom. 
soever that body may see fit, from among the peo- 
ple, the law be altered, giving the duty to the go- 
vernor of nominating double the number of persons 
required for directors, to the legislature who shall 
elect the necessary boards from the persons thus 
nominated. He disclaims al! desire to increase the 
executive’s patronage in this matter, but maintains 
that the boards as now elected will accommodate 
themselves too liberally. 

He approves of the reduction of the number of 
directors in. the several boards, made by the last 
legislature, and recominends that a still further re- 
duction be made, and their compensation increa- 
ed so that instead of their being merchants and 
business-carrying-on men, they may, like the ca- 
shier, tellers, &e. devote their whole time to the 
oanks. : 

He names it as a fatal error for banks to sell or 
loan out their capital for ordinary promissory notes, 
or bill of exchange, thereby destroving that just and 
indispensable proportion between basis and circu- 
lation, without the constant and scrupulons obser- 
vance of which, no bank can long redeem ita paper 
or maintain its credit. The argument that to re. 
tain the capital would be to have it lying dead, idle 
and inactive, when a profit could and ought to be 
made on it, he says is fallacions, and holds it to be 
true in banking as in architecture, that no solid or 
valuable superstructure can be sustained, unless it 
has a firtn and substantial basis torest upon, 

He recommends as of great importance to banks, 
in the collection of their debts, the appointment b 
each bank of a marshal to be invested with sue 
pawer as the legislature may deem it necessary to 
confer. 

He states that the sinking fund act, of 1835, pro- 
viding for the ultimate redemption of the state 
bonds, is found to be inadequate to the accomplish- 
ment of the object intended, and he therefore re- 
commends the passage of a law anthorising the 
election of three commissioners of the sinking fund, 
who shall receive, annually, from the state bank 
and branches, a sum, in gold and silver, or its equi- 
valent, sufficient to redeem the whole amount of 
ine principal of their stock by the time it becomes 

ue, 

He feels satisfied that the amount of stock al- 
ready sold, is sufficient for all the purposes of a 
sound and healihiul circulation, and recommends 
that that portion of the state bonds now unsold be 
called in and cancelled. 








_ He agrees not in opinion witb those of his fellow 
citizens who are of the opinion that all attempts te 





. - te 
sustain theestate bank system, or to render it use. 


ful and beneficial to the community, are utterly 
useless. With entire ‘respect for their judgment 
he inclines toa different opinion. The system has 
not had a fair and impartial experiment, neither 
have the public authorities always pursued the best 
course to promote the interests of the banks to en- 
sure the success of the systetn. 


The legislature in 1837 reqnired the banks to in. 
crease their circulation five millions, with one hana 
and fo suspend the collection of five millions of 
their debts for one, tuo and three years, with the 
other. This was not calculated to add to the means 
or increase the strength of the banks. | 

He speaks in terins of praise of the recent con. 
duct of the State bank and branches; also of the 
stock banks of Mobile, who resumed the payment 
of specie, voluntarily, eighteen months in advance 
of the titne allowed them by law, and who still re. 
deem their riotes in specie, as also do the State 
bank at Tuscaloosa and the branches at Montgo. 
mery and Huntsville. 


The governor says that some enlargement of the 
bank circulation will be necessary, in order to snp. 
ply the people with a sufficient amount thereof to 
answer their accustomed wants and to guard and 
protect them against the danger and the necessity 
of being compelled to sell their produce for the ir. 
redeemable paper of non-specie paying banks in 
other states. He says it is obvious that, if the spe. 
cie-paying banks enlarge their circulation in bills 
payable on demand in specie, to an amount suffi- 
cient to meet the contemplated object, their notes 
will be returned upon them, and suspension will be 
the consequence. Hence the only means, which 
occur {o his mind, are either to authorise the banks 
to issue post notes, for any period within twelve 
months, or to require the banks that are not paying 
specie, to furnish the entire amount of additional 
circulation, say to the amount of five millions, to be 
distributed to each of the banks in such proportions, 
as in the wisdom of the legislature may be deemed 
proper, 

The governor makes an onslaught npon the sn- 
preme court of the U. States, in relation to certain 
cases taken to that court, by writ of ertor, from the 
circuit court of the United States holden at, Mobile 
in May 1838, involving the right of a corporation 
created in another state, to make a contraet in its 
corporate capacity, through an agent in Alabama. 
The governor alludes to the case of the Pennsyiva- 
nia bank of the United States vs. Win. D. Primrose, 
and another similar case, decided by judge McKin- 
ley in favor of the defendants, which decisions were 
reversed by the supreme court at Washington, last 
spring. 

He says he has respect for the general govern- 
ment, and has the fullest confidence in the ability, 
integrily and patriotism of the present administra- 
tion—still it is not to be disguised, he goes on to 
say, that for a long series of years he has looked 
upon the federal judiciary as the most portentous 
power connected with the government. It is the 
sleeping lion of the constitution, which, if not ar- 
rested in the practice of the principles, on which 
it has almost invariably and uniformily acted, of 
enlarging its powers, will, more than every other 
cause, endanger the stability of our free institutions. 
He goes largely into the merits of the question, 
pronounces the decision of the federal court, referred 
to, a palpable and direet encroachment upon the 
sovereignty of Alabama, if not an absolute violation 
of her constitution, and recommends the legislature 
to guard against the repetition or continuance of the 
evil in future, by asserting the just rights of the 
people whose sovereignty they represent. 


MESSAGE OF THE GOVERNOR OF OHIO. 

This is a long document, containing numerous 
details of matters relating to the concerns of the 
state. The agricultural interest is the> first that 
cluims attention. This is declared to be in a very 
flourishing condition, and it is believed that the 
surplus products of the state this year will be much 
greater than they have been at any formes season 
since the first settlement of the country. The 
mineral resources of Ohio are spoken of, and the 
facilities which will in time be offered to success- 
ful manufacturing industry, although for the pre- 
sent, agricultural production is thought to be bet- 
ter suited to the interests of the state. 

The common school system stili meets. with some 
opposition in certain districts, yet the general opera- 
tion of the plan, together with the legislative modi- 
fications of the last year, will probably succeed in 
doing away all existing objections. In some town- 
ships deficiencies have been found in the lands ap- 
propriated to the school fund—the section sixteen 
set apart for such use, being wanting in several. Ap- 
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fractional townships. The school fund has been 
considerably papalress by an improvident system of 
legislation which authorises under certain ciream- 
stances the sale of the school lands. It is thought 
that true .policy would insist upon preserving this 
property the uses to which it has been devoted. 
The state of the currency occupies a considera: 
bleportion of the message. A statement of the 
banking affairs of Ohio shows that in May, 1837, 
the discounts of the banks in that state were 
$19,505,662. On the 30th of September last they 
were $11,268,125, showing a reduction in the dis- 
counts of the banks since May, 1837, of eight mil- 
lions, two hundred and thirty-seven thousand five 
hundred and thirty-seven dollars. The circulation 
has been diminished between the 30th of April and 
the 30th of September last, one million eight hun- 
dred and twenty-four thousand four hundred and 
ninety dollars. 

‘The governor ascribes the prominent causes of 
the present difficulties under which the country 
jJabors to the amount of interest annually paid to fo- 
reign capitatists for noney borrowed by the states and 
corporations, and to the great and excessive impor- 
tations of foreign goods into the country, and the 
debts thereby created. The too great expansion 
of the credit system is mentioned in connection 
with these causes as contribnting also to great 
over action in commercial and financial matters, 
the evil consequences of which now afflict all parts 
of the country. The governor's views upon bank- 
ing are set forth at some length, and after consider- 
ing the project of a state bank and that of free 
banking, he comes to the conclusion that a system 
of independent banks, properly restricted and 
limited in their powers, placed under the super- 
vision of commissioners and being at all times an- 
der, the control of the legislature, if not the best 
system that could be adopted, would be perhaps 
the best at present within reach. 

An abstract from the auditor’s books exhibits the 
condition of the state treasury and of the different 
funds of the state. On the general revenue account 
there is a balance in the treasury of something over 
twenty-three thousand dollars. Of the canal fund 
there is a balance of eighty-four thousand dollars, 
while for fhe common school fund there remains a 
balance of only $73 27. The state debt is esti- 
mated at so:nething over twelve millions, without 
including more than two and a half millions receiv- 
ed by the state as her portion of the surplus reve- 
nue of the United States. The aggregate of ca- 
nal tolls for 1839 is $478.483 51,s owing an increase 
over the last year’s receipts of more than forty-two 
thousand dollars. The tolls received from the 
national road this year are a little over sixty 
thousand dollars, being nearly ten thousand more 
than the amount received last year. The con- 
dition of the road has been much improved. 

The particulars and details relative to the vari- 
ous canal routes in the state need not be touched 
upon in this abstract. 

The number of convicts now confined in the Ohio 
san age is four hundred and ninety-three. 

rom December Ist, 1838, to December Ist, 1839. 
the total cash receipts will be (say in round hum- 
bers) $54,000—paymeats for general suppoit, &c. 
$35,000. leaving a nett balance of $19,000. The 
report of the. directors of this institution will give 
you a more detailed and satisfactory account of its 
Operations for thfis year. Under the superinten- 
dence of the present able and indefatigable warden, 
we have every reason to believe that the affairs of 
this institution will be managed with skill, and a 
just regard to the objects of its foundation. Many 
of that highly respettable and valuable portion of 
our fellow citizens who are engaged in mechanical 
occupations complain of the direction given to the 
labor of the convicts in the penitentiary. The 
source from which these complaints emanate entitle 
them to the respect and careful consideration of tlie 
legislature, and every relief which is just and pro- 
per should be granted. 

There are about seventy pupils in the deaf and 
dumb asylum at this time. Uninterrupted health 
has been enjoyed by them during the present sea- 
son, and their in:provement has been equal to that 
of any former year: The great object of this insti: 
tution being to diffuse moral and intelleetual light 
in the minds of an unfortunate class of our popula- 
tion, and to fill up a place in our great system of 
education, it affords me a high degree of pleasare 
to be able to &tate that, at no time since its estab- 
lishment, has the institation been more promising 
for accomplishing this object, and at no period has 
it heen more deserving that high estimation in 
which it has always been held by the public, than 
at. the present time, 

The lunatic asylum is in a flourishing and pros- 
perous: condition. The experience of a year has 
peoved that the buildings are well adapted to the 


se. for which they were intended. There has 
een a great press of applications for admittance, 
nut only from, our own, but from adjoining states, 
since the house was opened, and the different halls 
have been filled as rapidly as they could be, prepar- 
ed—in all, one hundred and fifty-seven have been 
received and admitted to the benefits of the proper 
medical and moral treatment. Twenty-seven of 
these have been entirely restored to the use of their 
reason, and returned to society and their friends. 

It atfords me peculiar pleasure to be able to as- 
sure you of the present prosperity and increasing 
importance of the institution for the instruction of 
the blind. The present head of this institution 
commenced in July, 1837, with three pupils. The 
number has increased to nineteen. The new build- 
ing, although not entirely finished, is now occupied 
by the scholars, and will afford them great advan- 
tages hereafter in the successtul prosecution of their 
studies, which they have nut hitherto enjoyed. The 
progress made by the pupils in the various bran- 
ches of learning taught in the institution, is highly 
creditable to the nselves, and ho:.orable to their 
teacher, The facility with which intellectual and 
mechanical knowledge can be imparted to this un- 
fortunate class of citizens, proves that they are not 
only capable of receiving a good educatjon, but of 
becoming valuable and useful members of society. 

These humane institutions have more than met 
the expectations of the public, and they will stand 
as lasting monuments of the generous philanthrophy 
of their projectors, an honor to the state, and a bless- 
ing to the country. 





TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS—Ist SESSION. 
SENATE. 

December 20. A message was received from the 
president of the United States, and being of an exe- 
cutive character, : ; 

The senate went in into an executive session, and 
afterwards, adjourned. 

December 21. Immediately after the journal was 
read, Mr. Preston rose and gave notice that he 
would, as early as legislative action would permit, 
ask leave to introduce 2 bill for the relief of colonel 
Croghan and general Wool. 

On motion, the senate adjourned. 

December 23. A message was received from the 
house of representatives, through its clerk, inform- 
ing the senate that a quorutn had been formed, and 
that R. M. T. Hunter, of Virginia, was elected 
speaker; also, that the house had concurred in the 
resolution of the senafe that a joint committee be 
appointed fo wait on the president, and inform him 
that both houses of congress had formed a quorum, 
and were realy to receive any communication he 
might be pleased to make, and that Messrs. Everett 
and Ramsey were appointed the committee on the 
part of the honse. 

Petitions were presented, and referred to their 
appropriate committees, bv Mr. White, of Tennes- 
see; by Mr. Merrick; by Mr. Pierce; by Mr. Clay, 
of Alaba:na; by Mr. Benion; by Mr. Lumpkin; by 
Mr. Sevier; by Mr. Smith, of Indiana; and various 
motions were nade to take papers from the file in 
the secretary’s office relating to private affairs, and 
refer them to the proper committees. : 

Mr. Merrick presented a petition from the citi- 
zens of Washington, praying the erection of a hos- 
pital and Innatic asyluin. Referred to the comumit- 
tee for the District of Colurmbia. 

Mr. Benton presented a memorial from the offi- 
cers of the 4th regiment of artillery, praying an in- 
crease and equalization of their pay. 

Mr. Tuppan presented the proceedings of a meet- 
ing of the citizens of Cincinnati, recommending to 
congress to grant a donation of public land to Sig- 
nora America Vespucci; which were referred to the 
committee on the public lands. 

On motion of Mr. Prentiss, the petition of Ira 
Day, presented at the last session, but not finally 
acted upon, praying compensation for certain servi- 
ces in transporting the mail of the United States, 
was again referred to the committee on the post 
office and post roads. 

Mr. Calhoun presented a petition praying a sur- 
vey of the Wabash. Referred to the committee on 
wnilitary affairs. 

Mr. Wall gave notice that he would, on to-mor- 
row, ask "leave to bring in a bill to prevent the 
counterfeiting or uttering of any counterfeit foreign 
gold or silver. ; 

Also, a bill to amend “an act to provide for the 
punishment of certain crimes against the United 
States, and for other purposes.” 

Mr. Young gave notice that he would, as soon as 
the. senate. could proceed to legislative business, 
ask leave to introduce biils of the following titles: 

A bill granting to the state of Hlinois the right 
of way through the public lands of the United States 





and for other purposes. 


‘A bill authorising the president of the United’ 
States to cause the reserved lead tnines belonging: 
to the United States in the several states and terri- 
tories to be sold as other public lands. . 

A bill for the relief of the widow and minor heirs- 
at-law of Samuel Hill, deceased, 
A bill for the relief of Ephraim Sprague. 
A bill for the relief of James Dutton. 
A bill for the relief of Jane Waller. 
A bill for the relief of Thomas H. Owen, John 
W. Skidmore, and others. 
Mr. Clayton gave notice that he would, on to- 
morrow, ask leave to bring in a bill for the relief of 
Irvine Shubrick. 
Notices were also given of numerous other pri- 
vate bills. 
A resolution was introduced by Mr. Lumpkin, 
asking the committee on the post: office and post 
roads to inquire into the expediency of creating a 
certain post route from a town in Georgia to another, 
in the state of North Carolina. : 
Mr. L, at the same time mentioned that the le- 
gislature of Georgia had instructed the representa- 
tion from that state to endeavor to effect the sane; 
which papers were referred to the committee on the 
post office and post ruads. 


Mr. Benton offered a joint resolution providing 
that two chaplaing, of different denominations, be 
elected by the two houses of congress, tointerchange 
weekly. Mr. B. said, if there was no objection, he 
would be glad to have the resolution adopted at 
once. : 
The chair remarked that, by a rule of the senate, 
joint resolutions involving expenditure were requir- 
ed to have three separate readings, on three diiferent 
days; but the rule might be dispensed with by the 
unanimous consent of the senate. 

No objection having been offered, the resolution 
had its three several readings, and was passed. 


Mr. Wright, from the joint committee appointed 
to wait on the president and inform him that con- 
gress was ready to receive any communication he 
thight be pleased to make, reported that the com- 
mittee had performed its duty, and the president had 
stated in reply that he would communicate his mes- 
sage to-morrow, at 12 o’clock. 

On motion of Mr. White, the senate went into the 
consideration of executive business, and, after a 
short session, adjourned. 2 


December 24. Attwelve o’clock to-day, the pre- 
sident communicated to the senate, the following 
MESSAGE: 
Fellow citizens of the senate 
and house of representatives: 

I regret that I cannot, on this occasion, congratulate 
you that the past year has been one of unalloyed pros- 
perity. The ravages of fire and disease have painfully 
afflicted otherwise flourishing portions of our country; 
and serious embarrassments yet derange the trade of 
many of our cities. But, notwithstanding these adverse 
circumstances, that general prosperity which has been 
heretofore so bountifully bestowed upon us by the Au- 
thor of all good still continues to call for Our warmest 
gratitude. Especially have we reason to rejoice in the 
exuberant harvests which have lavishly reeompensed 
well directed industry, and given to it that sure reward 
which is vainly sought in visionary speculations. [I 
cannot indeed view, withont peculiar satisfaction, the 
evidences afforded by the past season of the benefits 
that spring from the steady devotion of the bhusband- 
man to his honorable pursuit. No means of individual 
comfort is more ceriain, and no source of national pros- 
perity isso sure. Nothing can compensate a people 
for a dependence upon others for the bread they eat; 
and that cheerful abundance on which the happiness 
of every one so much depends, is tv be looked for no- 
where with such sure reliance as in the industry of 
the agriculturist and he bounties of the earth. 


With foreign countries, our relations exhibit the same 
favorable aspect which was presented in my Jast an- 
nual message, and afford continued proot of the wis- 
dom of the pacific, just and forbearing policy adopted 
by the first administration of the federal government, 
and pursued by its successors. The extraordinary 
powers vested in me by an act of congress, for the 
defence of the country in an emergeney, considered so 
far probable as to require that the executive should 

ss ample means to meet it, have not been exerted. 
‘hey have, therefore, been attended with no other re- 
sult than to increase, by the confidence thus reposed in 
me, my es ieee to maintain, with religious exact- 
ness, the cardinal principles that govern our intercourse 
with other nations. Happily, in our pending questions 
with Great Britain, out of which this unusual grant of 
authority arose, nothing has occurred to require its 
exertion; and as it 1s abour to return to the legislature, 
I trust that no future necessity may eall for its exercise 
by them, or its delegation to another department of the 
government. 


For the settlement of our non hees rs boundary, the 
proposition. promised by Great Britain for a commission 
of exploration and survey, has been. received, and a 
counter pyject, including also a provision for the 
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regard to the delicate state of this. questi nd. a pro- 
per Sennesh for the natural impatiel se of the state of 

aine, not less than a conviction that the negotiation 
has been already protracted-longer than is prudent on 
the part of either government, have led me to believe 
thatthe present fav 2 moment should on no ac- 


count be sufiered to pass without putting the question 
forever at rest. I Bsa om Sat the government 
of her Britannic majesty will take the same view‘of 
this subject, as lam. persuaded it is governed by de- 
sires equally strong and, sincere for the amicable termi- 
nation of the controversy. : 

To the nsic difficulties of questions of bounda 
ines, ¢ those described in regions unoccupied, 
known, isto be added in our country 
nt necessarily arising out of Our Con- 

: ee the nae ae aw made 
the organ of negotiating, and deciding upon re 
ticular intérests of os sates nan Pgs tiers these 
lines:ate to be traced. To avoid another controversy 
in which a, siate government might rightfully claim to 
hae bes wishes consulted, previously to the conclusion. 

conventional arrangements concerning her rights.of 
Jugediction or. terrritory, I have thought it necessary to 
call the attention of the government of Great Britain to 
another portion of our conterminous dominion, of which 
the division still remains to be adjusted. I refer to the 
line from the entrance of Lake Superior to the most 
northwestern point ot the lake of the woods, stipula- 
tions for the ment of which are to be found in the 
seventh article of the treaty of Ghent. The commis- 
sioners appointed under that article by the two govern- 
ments having differed in their opinions, made separate 
’ yeports, according to its sapuladions, upon the points of 
disagreement, and these differences are now to be sub- 
mitted to the arbitration of some friendly sovereign or 
state. The disputed point should be settled, and the 
line designated, before the territorial government, of 
which it is one of the boundaries, takes its place in the 
union asastate; and I rely upon the cordial co-opera- 
tion of the British government to effect that object. 

There is every reason to believe that disturbances 
like those which lately agitated the neighboring British 
provinces will not again prove the sources of border 
Br wap re or interpose obstacles to the continuance 
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of that understanding which it is the mutual in- 
terest of Great Britain and the United States to pre- 
serve and maintain. at 3 
Witbin the provinces themselves tranquillity is re- 
stored, and on our frontier that misguided sympathy in 
favor of what was presumed to be a general effort in 
behalf of popular rights, and which in some instances 
misled a few of our more inexperienced citizens, hes 
subsided into a rational conviction strongly opposed te 
all intermeddiling with the internal affairs of our neigh- 
bors. The people of the United States feel, as it is 
hoped the aware will, a warm solicitude for the suc- 
cess of all who are sincerely endeavoring to improve 
the political condition of mankind. ‘This generous 
feeling they cherish towards the most distant nations; 
and it was natural, therefore, that it should be awak- 
ened with more than common warmth in behalf of their 
immediate neighbors. But it does not belong to their 
character, as a community, to seek the gratification of 
those feelings in acts which violate their duty as citizens, 
endanger the peace of their country, and tend to bring 
upon it the stain-of a violated faith towards foreign na- 
tions. If zealous to confer benefits on others, they ap- 
ar for a. moment to lose sight of the permanent ob- 
ligations imposed upon them as citizens, they are sel- 
dom long misled. From all the information I receive, 
confirmed, to some extent by personal observation, I 
am satisfied that no one can now hope to engage in 
sueh enterprises without encountering public indigaa- 
tion, in addition to the severest penalties of the law. 


Recent information also leads me to hope that the 
emigrants from her majesty’s provinces, who have 
sought refuge within our boundaries, are disposed to 
become peaceable residents, and to abstain from all 
attempts to endanger the peace of that country which 
has d theman asylum. On a review ot the oc- 
eurrences on both sides of the line, it is satisfactory to 
reflect, that in almost every complaint against our 
country, the offence may be traced to emigrants from 
the provincies who have sought refuge here. in the 
few instances in which they were aided by citizens of 
the United States, the acts of these misguided men 
were not only in direct contravention of the laws and 
well known wishes of their own government, but met 
with the decided disapprobation of the people of the 
United States. se ” 

I regret to state the appearance of a_ different spirit 
among her majesty’s subjects in the Canadas, The 
sentiments of hostility to our people and institutions, 
which have been so frequently expressed there, and the 
disregard of our rights which have been manifested on 
some occasions, have, I am sorry to say, been applaud- 
ed and encouraged by the people, and even by some 
of the surbordinate local authorities, of the provinces. 
The chief officers in Canada formpataly have not en- 
tertained. the same feeling, and have probably prevent- 
ed excesses that must have been fatal to the peace of 
the two countries. ; 

I look. forward anxiously to a period when all the 
transactions which have grown out of this condition of 
our affairs, and which have been made the subjects of 
complaint and remonstrance by the two governments 

ctively, shall be fully examined, and the proper 
satisfaction given where it is due from either side. 


Naples, Portugal, Prussia, Russia, or Sweden. The} 
internal py of Spain has sensibly improved, and a 
well grounded hope exists that the return of peace will. 
restore to the peeps of that country their former pros- 
perity, and enable the government to fulfil all its ob- 
igations at home and abroad. government of 
Portugal, I heve the satisfaction to state, has paid in 
a 5 pa — ae eee due to re citizens, 
or the claims embraced in the settlement e with it 
on the third of March, 1837. 


I lay before you treaties of commerce negotiated with 
the. kings of Sardinia of the Netherlands, the ra- 
tifications of which have been exchanged since the 
adjournment of congress. The liberal principles of 
these treaties will recommend them to your approba- 
tion. That with Sardinia is the first treaty of com- 
merce formed by that kingdom, and it will, I trust, 
answer the expectations of the present sovereign, by 
aiding the development of the resources of his country, 
and stimulating the enierpise of his people. That with 
the Netherlands happily terminates a long existing 
subject of dispute, and removes from our commercial 


king of the Netherlands has also, in further illustration 
of his character for justice, and of his desire to re- 
move every cause of dissatisfaction, made compensa- 
tion for an. American vessel] captured in 1800 by a 
French privateer, and catried into Curacoa, where the 
proceeds were appropriated to the use of the colony, 
ae and fer a short time after, under the dominion of 
and. 

_ The death of the late sultan has prodyced no altera- 
tion in our relations with Turkey. Our newly appoint- 
ed minister resident has reached Constantinople, and I 
have received assurances from the present ruler that 
the obligations of our treaty, and those of friendship, 
will be fulfilled by himself in the same spirit that ac- 
tuated his illustrious father. 


_T regret to be obliged to inform you that no conven- 
tion for the settlement of the claims of our citizens 
upon Mexico has yet been ratified by the government 
of that country. The first convention formed for that 
purpose was not presented by the president of Mexico 
for the et 5 of its congress, from a belief that 
the king of Prussia, the arbitrator in case of disagree- 
ment in the jomt commission to be appointed by the 
United States and Mexico, would not consent to take 
upon himself that friendly office. Although not en- 
tirely satisfied with the course pursued by Mexico, I 
felt no hesitation in receiving, in the most conciliatory 
spirit, the explanation offered, and also cheerfully con- 
sented to a new convention, in order to arrange the 
payments proposed to be made to our citizens, in a 
manner which, while equally just to them, was deem- 
ed less onerous and inconvenient to the Mexican go- 


that government, Mr. Ellis was directed to repair to 
Mexico, and diplomatic intercourse has been resumed 
between the two countries. The new convention has, 
he informs us, been recently submitted by. the presi- 
dent of that republic to its.congress, under circum- 
stances which promise a speedy ratification; a result 
which I cannot allow myself to doubt. 


the United States under our convention with Texas, 
for the demarkation of the line which separates us 
from that republic. The commiissioners of both go- 
vernments met in New Orleans in August last. The 
joint commission was organized, and adjourned to 
convene at the same place on the twelfth of October. 
it is presumed to be now in the performance of its 
uties, 

The new government of T'exas has shown its desire 
to cultivate friendly relations with us, by a prompt re- 
paration for injuries complained of in the cases of two 
vessels of the United States. | 


With Central America a convention has been con- 
cluded for the renewal of its former treaty with the 
United States. ‘This was not ratified before the depar- 
ture of our late charge d’affaires from that country, 
and the copy of it brought by him was not received 
before the adjournment of the senate at the last ses- 
sion.’ In the mean while, the poriod limited for the 
exchange of ratifications having expired, I deemed it 
expedient, in consequence of ‘he death of the charge 
d’affaires, to send a special agent to Central America, 
to close the affairs of our mission there, and to arrange 
with the government an extension of the time for the 
exchange of ratifications. 


The commission created by the states which former- 
ly composed the republic of Columbia, for adjusting the 
claims against that government, has, by a very unex- 
pected construction of the treaty under whichit acts, 


citizens of the United States which arose from cap- 
tures by Colombian privateers, and were adjudged 
against the claimants in the judicial tribunals. This 
decision will compel the United States to apply to the 
several governments formerlv united for redress. With 
all these—New Granada, Venezuela and Ecuador, a 
perfectly good understanding exists. Our treaty with 
enezuela is faithfully carried into execution, and that 
country, in the enjoyment of tranquillity, is gradually 
advancing in prosperity under the guidance of its pre- 
sent distinguished president, general Paez. - With 
Ecuador, a liberal commercial convention has lately 
been concluded, which will be transmitted to the se- 
nate at an early day. | 


With the great American empire of Brazil our rela- 





Nothing has oecurred to disturb the harnfony of our 
Liletedenae with Austriz, Bolgium, Denmark, F rance, 


tions continue unchanged, as does our friendiy.inter- 


intercourse all apprehénsion of embarrassment. The | | 


course with the other governments of South America 
—the Argentine republic, and therepublics of Urugnay, 
Chili, Pera and. Bolivia. ‘The dissolution of the Peru 
Bolivian confederation may occasion some temporary 
inconvenience to eur citizens in that quarter, but the 
obligations on the new governments which have arisen 
out of that confederation to observe its treaty Stipula- 
tions, will no doubt be soon understood, and it is pre- 
sumed that no oS HO exist to fulfil those 
which it contracted with the United States. 

The financial tions of the government during 
the present year * , [. am happy to: say, been very 
successful. he difficulties under which the treasu 
department has labored from known defects in the ex- 
isting laws relative to the safe keeping of the public 
moneys, aggravated by the suspension of specie pay- 
ments by several of the banks holding public deposites, 
or indebted to public officers for notes received in pay- 
ment of public dues, have been surmounted to a very 

ying extent. The large current expenditures 
ave been punctually met, and the faith of the govern- 
ment in all its pecuniary concern has been scrupulous- 
y maintajned. "i 
The nineteen millions_of treasury notes authorised 
by the act of congress of 1837, and the modifications 
thereof, with a view to the indulgence of merchants on 
their duty bonds, and of the deposite banks in the 
payment of public moneys held by them, have been so 
punctually redeemed as to leave less than the original 
ten millions outstanding at any one time, and the 
whole amount unredeemed now falls short of three 
millions. Of these the chief portion is not due till next 
year, and the whole would have been already extin- 
gusne could the treasury have realized the payments 
due toit from the banks. If thosedue from them dur- 
ing the next year shall be punctually made, and if con- 
— shall keep the appropriations within the estimates, 
theré is every reason to believe that all the outstanding 
treasury notes can be redeemed, and the ordinary ex- 
penses defrayed, without imposing on the people any 
additional burden, either of loans or increased taxes. 

To avoid this, and to keep the expenditures within 
reasonable bounds, is 2 duty, second only in import- 
ance to the preservation of our national character, 
and the protection of our citizensin their civil and poli- 
tical rights.. The creation, in time of peace, of a debt 
likely to become permanent, is an evil for which there 
is no equivalent. The rapidity with which many of 
the states are apparently approaching to this condition, 
admonishes us of our own dulies,in a manner too 
impressive to be disregarded. One, not the least im- 
portant, is to keep the federal government alwaysin a 
condition to discharge, with ease and vigor, its highest 
functions, should their exercise be required by any 
sudden conjuncture of public affairs—a condition to 


verninent. Relying confidently upon the intentions of | Which we are always exposed, and which may occur 


when it isleast expected. ‘To this end, it is indispensa- 
ble that its finances should be untrammelled, and its 
resources, as far as practicable, unincumbered. No 
circumstance could present greater obstacles to theac- 
complishment of these vitally important objects, than 
the creation of an onerous national debt. Our own 
experience, and also that of other nations, have de- 


Instructions have been given to the commissioner of | Monstrated the unavoidable and fearful rapidity with 


which a public debt is increased, when the govern- 
ment has once surrendered itself to the ruinous prac- 
tice of supplying its supposed necessities by new 
loans. The struggle, theretore, on our part, to be suc- 
cessful, must be made at the threshold. ‘To make our 
efforts effective, severe economy is necessary. This is 
the surest provision for the national welfare; and itis, 
at the same time, the best preservative of the princi- 
ples on which onr institutions rest. Simplicity and 
economy in the affairs of state have never failed to 
chasten and invigorate republican principles, while 
these have been as surely subverted by national ptodi- 
gality, under whatever specious pretexts it may have 
been introduced or fostered. 

These considerations cannot be lost upon a people 
who have never been inattentive to the effect of their 
policy upon the institutions they have created for them- 
selves; but at the present moment their force is aug- 
mented by the necessity which p decreasing revenue 
must impose. The check lately given to the importa- 
tions of articles subject to duties, the derangements in 
the operations of internal trade, and especially the re- 
duction gradually taking place in our tariff of duties. 
all tend materially tolessen our receipts; indeed it is 
probable that the diminution resulting from the last 
cause alone, will not fall short of five millions of dol- 
lars in the year 1842, as the final. reduction of all du- 
ties to twenty per cent. then takes effect. The whole 
revenue then accruing from the customs, and from the 
sales of public lands, if not more, will undoubtedly be 


decided that no provision was made for those claims of | wanted to defray the necessary expenses of the Z0- 


vernment uncer the most prudent administration of its 
affairs. These are circumstances that impose the ne- 
cessity of rigid economy, and require its promptand 
constant exercise. With the legislature rest the pow- 
er and duty of so adjusting the public expenditure as 
to promote this end. By the provisions of the consti- 
tution, itis only in consequence of appropriations made 
by law, that money can be drawn from the treasury; 20 
instance has occurred since the establishment of the 
government in which the executive, though a compo- 
nent part of the legislative power, has interposed an 
Objection toan appropriation bill on the sole ground of 
its extravagance. His duty in this respect has been 
considered fulfilled by requesting such appropriauons 
only as the ~— service may be reasonably expected 
to require. In the present cernest direction of the pub- 
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towards this subject, both the executive and 

s| , have evidence of the strict responsibility 
to. which they will beheld; and while I. in SOnDTIB 
of my own anxious efforts to perform with fidelity this 
portion of my public functi itis @ satisfaction to me 
m) abe to count ona cordial co-operation from you. 
“At the.time I entered upon my present duties, our 
ordinary disbursements—without including those on 


account of the public debt, the pust office, and the trust 
funds..in the charge of the government—had been 
largely.increased by ap iauions for the. removal of 
the Indians, for repelling Indian hostilities, and for 
otherless urgent expenses which grow out. of an over- 
flowit ury. Independent of the redemption of 


the public debt and trusts, the gross expenditures of 
seventeen and eighteen millions in 1834 and 1835 had, 
b ‘Theme causes, swelled to ght esis millions in 
1886; and the appropriations for 1837, made previously 
to the 4th of March, caused the expenditure to rise to 
the very arge amount of thirty-three millions. We 
were enabled, during the year 1838, not withstanding 
the continuance of our Indian embarrassment, some- 
what to reduce this amount; and that for the present 
year, 1839, will not, in all probability, exceed twenty- 
six millioas—or six millions less than it was last year. 
With a determination, so far as depends on me to con- 
tinue this reduction, 1 have directed the estimates for 
1340 to be subjected to the severest scrutiny, and to be 
limited to the absolute eeTemens of the public ser- 
vice. They will be found less than the expenditures of 
1839 by over five millions of dollars. 


The precautionary measures which will be recom- 
mended by the secretary of the treasury, to protect 
faithful the public credit under the fluctuat:ons and con- 
tingenciesto which our receipts and expenditures are 
exposed, and especially in a commercial crisis like the 
present, are commended to your early attention. 

- Qa a former occasion your attention was invited to 
various considerations in support of a pre-emption law 
in behalf of the settlers on the public lands; and ulso 
of a law graduating the prices for such lands as had 
long been in the market unsold, in consequence of their 
inferior quality. The execution of the act which was 

assed on the first subject has been attended with the 

Lappiest consequences, in quieting titles, and securing 
improvements to the industrious; and it has also to a 
very gratifying extent, been exempt from the frauds 
which were practised under previous pre-emption laws. 
It has, at the same time, as was anticipated, contribut- 
ed liberally during the present year to the receipts of 
the treasury. 

The passage of a graduation law, with the guards 
before recommended, would also, | am persuaded, add 
considerably to the revenue for several years, and prove 
in other respects just and beneficial. —- 

Your early consideration of the subject is, therefore, 
onee more earnestly requested. 

The present condition of the defences of our princi- 
pal seaports and navy yards, as represented by the ac- 
companying report of the secretary of war, calls for 
the early and serious atiention of congress; and, as con- 
necting itself intimately with this subject, I cannot re- 
commend too strongly to your consideration the plan 
submitted by that officer for the organization of the 
miitia of the United States- 

In conformity with the expressed wishes of congress, 
an attempt was made in the spring to terminate the 
Florida war by negotiation. Itisto be regretted that 
these humane intentions saou!d have been frustrated, 
and that the effort to bring these unhappy difficulties to 
a satisfactory conclusion should have failed. But, after 
entering into solemn engagements with the command- 
ing general, the Indians, without any provocation, re- 
commenced their acts of treachery and murder. ‘The 
renewal of hostilities in that territory renders it neces- 
sary that L should recommend to your favorable con- 
sideration the plan which will be submitted to you by 
the secretary of war, in order toenab!e that department 
to conduct them to a successful issue. 

Having had an opportunity of personally inspecting 
a portion of the troops during the last summer, it gives 
ime pleasure to bear testimony to the success of the ef- 
fort to improve their discipline, by keeping them toge- 
ther in as large bodies as the nature of our service will 
permit. I recommend, therefore, that commodiousand 
permanent barracks be constructed at the several posts 
comapeee by the secretary of war. Notwithstanding 
the high state of their discipline and excellent police, 
the evils resulting to the service from the deficiency of 
company officers were very apparent, and [| recom- 
mended that the staff officers be permanently separat- 
ed from the line. 

The navy has been capone : and honorably employ- 
ed in protecting the rights and property of our citizens, 
wherever the condition of affairs seemed to require its 
presence. With the exception of one instance, where 
an outrage, accompanied by murder, was committed 
ona vessel of the United States while engaged in a 
lawful commerce, nothing is known to have occurred to 
impede or molest the enterprise of our citizens on that 
element where it is so signally displayed. On rs 
this daring act of piracy, commodore Reed proceede 
immediately. to the spot, and receiving no satisfaction, 
cither in the surrender of the murderers or the restora- 
tion of the plundered property, inflicted severe and me- 
rited chastisement on the barbarians. 

It will be seen by the report of the secretary of the 
navy respecting the disposition of our ships of war, that 
it has. been deemed necessary to station a competent 


Recent rience has shown that the provisions in 
our existing jaws which relate io the sale and transfer 
of American vessels while abroad, are exttemely de- 
fective. Asean has been taken of these defects to 
give to vessels wholly belonging to foreigners,amd na- 
pening the ecean, an apparent American ownership. 
character has been _s9 well simulated as to. 

them comparative senate in prosecuting the slave 
trade, a traffic emphatically denounced in our statutes, 
regarded with abhorrence a our citizens, and of which 
the effectual suppression is nowhere more sincerely de- 
sired than in the United States, These circumstances 
make it proper to recommend to your early attention a 
careful revision.of these laws, so that withoutimpeding 
the freedom and facilities of our navigation, or impair 
ing an important branch of our industry connected 
with it, the integrity and honor of our flag may be 
carefully preserved. Information derived froma our 
consul at net showing the necessity of this, was 
communicated to a conamaittee.of the senate near the 
close of the last session, but too late, as it appeared, to be 
acted upon. Itwillbe brought to your notice by the 
proper department, with additional communications 
from other sources. Aire 

The latest accounts from the expOnnag expedition re- 
presentit.as proceeding successfully in its objects,, and 
promising results no less useful to trade and naviggation 
than to science. 
The extent of post roads covered by mail service on 
the first of July last, was about 133,999 miles, ard the 
rate of annual transportation upon them 34,496,878 
miles. The number of post offices on that day was 
twelve thousand seven hundred and eighty,amd on 
tbe. snisuatla ultimo, thirteen thousand and twenty- 
eight. 
The revenue of the post office department for the 
yearending with the 30th of June last, was four mil- 
lion four huadred and seventy-six thousand six hundred 
and thirty-eight dollars—exhibiting an increase over the 
receding year of two hundred and forty-one thousand 
ve hundred and sixty dollars. The engagements and 
liabilities of the department for the same period are 
four million six hundred and twenty-four thousand one 
hundred and seventeen dollars. 
The excess of liabilities over the revenue for the last 
two years has been met out of the surplus which had 
previously accumulated. Thecash on hand on the 
theirtie:h ultimo, was about $206,701 95,and the cur- 
rent income of the department varies very little from 
the rate of current expenditures. Most of the service 
suspended last year has been restored, and most of the 
new routes established by the act of 7th July, 1838, 
have been set in operation at an annual cost of 
$136,963. Notwithstanding the pecuniary difficulties 
of the country, the department appears tobe increasing; 
and unless it shall be seriously checked by the recent 
suspension of payment by so many of the banks, it 
will be able not only to maintainthe present mail ser- 
vice, but in a short time toextend it. tis gratifying to 
witness the promptitude and fidelity with which the 
one of this department in general perform their pub- 
ic duties. 


for the transportation of the mails by rail road and 
steamboats companies. It appears that the maximuin 
of compensation provided by congress for the trans- 
portation of the mails upon rail roads is not sufficient to 
induce some of the companies to convey them at such 
hours as are required forthe accommodation of the 
public. It is one of the most important duties of the 
general governmentto provide and maintain for the 
use of the people of the states the best practicable mail 
establishment. To arrive at that end it is indispensa- 
ble that the post office department shall’ be enabled to 
control the hours at which the mails shall be carried 
over rail roads, as it nOw does over all other roads. 
Should serious inconveniences arise from the inade- 
uacy of the comp2nsation now provided by law or 
rom unreasonable demands by any of the rail road 
companies, the subject is of such general importance as 
to require the prompt attention of congress. 

In relation to steamboat lines, the most efficient re- 
medy is obivious, and has been suggested by the _post- 
master general. The war and navy departments al- 
readvemploy steamboats in their service, and although 
itis byno means desirable thatthe government should 
undertake the transportation of passengers or freight 
as a business, there can be no reasonable objection to 
running beats, temporarily, whenever itmay be neces- 
sary to put down attempts at extortion, to be dis- 
continued as soon as reasonable contracts can be ob- 
tained. 

The suggestions of the pdstmaster general relative to 
the inadequacy of the legal allowance to witnesses in 
cases of prosecutions for mail depredations merit your 
serious consideration. Thesafety of the mails requires 
that such prosecutions shall be efficient, and justice to 
the citizen whose time is required to be given to the 

ublic demands not only that his expenses shall be paid, 
bat that he shall receive a reasonable compensation. 

The reports from the war, navy and post office de- 
partments will accompany this communication, and 
one from the treasury department willbe presented to 
congress in c few days. , 

For various details in respect to the matters in charge 
of these departments, I would refer you to those impor- 
tant documents, satisfied that you will find in them 
many valuable suggestions, which will be found well 
deserving the attention of the legishature. 

From.a report nade in December of last year by the 





force.on the. coast of Africa, te prevent a fraduleut use 
of our by foreigners. 





scerelaty of state, tv the senate, showing the 


d|sit, amd from thence to the seat o 


Some difficulties have arisen in relation to contracts | 


docket of each of the circuit courts, and the numberof. 
miles each judge has to travel in the performanceol iris 
duties, a great inequality appears in the arnountof da- 
bor assigned to each judge. “The number of terms to» 
be held in each of the courts composing the ninth cir®: 
cuit, the distances between the pti which they 
government, are re- 
presented to be euch as to render it impossible for the 


judge of thatcircuit to perform, ina manner corres- 


ponding with the public exigencies, his term and cir- 

cuit duues. A revision, therefore, of the present ar- 

rangement ofthe circuits seemas to be called for, and is - 
recommended to your notice. i 

I think it proper to call your attention to the power 

assumed by territoriai legislatures to authorise the issue 

of bonds by corporate companieson the guaranty of 
the territory. Congress. passed a law in 1836, provid - 
ing that no act of a territorial legislature incorporating 
banks should have the force of law until approving by 
congress; but acts of avery exceptionable character, 
previously passed by. the <n of _Fiorida, were 
suffered to remain in force, virtue of which bonds 
may be issued to a very large amount by these institu - 
tions wponthe faith of the territory. A resolution, in- 
tending to be a joint one, passed thesenate atthe same 
session, expressing: the sense Of congress thatthe laws 
in question ought not tobe permitted to remain in force 
unless amended in many material respects, butit failed 
in the house of representatives for want of time, and 
the desired amendments have notbeem made. The 
interests involved are of great importance, and the 
subject deserves your early and careful attention. 


The continued agitation of the question relative to 
the best mode of keepingand disburing the public mo- 
ney still injuriousty affects the business of the country. 
The suspension Of specic payments in 1837 rendered 
the use ofdeposite banks,as prescribed by the act of 
1836, a source rather of embarrassment than aid. and 
of necessity placed the custody of most of the public 
money alterwards collected im charge of the public of- 
ficers. The new securities for its safety, whichthis re- 
quired, were a principal cause of my convening an 
extra session of congress; but, in consequence of a dis- 
agreement between thetwo houses, neither then, nor 
at any subsequent period, has there been any levisia - 
tion on thesubject. The effort madeat thelast session 
to obtain the authorily of congress to punish the use of 
public money for private purposes as a Crime—a mnea- 
sure attended under other govertiments with signal ad- 
vantage—was also, unsuccessful, from diversities of 
opinion in that body, notwithstanding the anxiety 
doubtless feltby it to afford every practicable security. 
The result of this is still to leave the custody of the 
ublic money without those safeguards which have 
een for several years earnestly Telied by the execu- 
tive; and, as the. remedy is omly to be fownd in the ac- 
tion Of the legislature, it imposes on me the duty of 
again submitung to you the propriety of passing a lew 
providing for the sate keeping of the public moneys, 
and especially to ask that its use fur private purposes 
by amy olflicers entrusted with it may be declared to be 
a felony, punishable wiih penalties proportioned to the 
magnitude.ofthe offence. 

These circumstances, added toknown defects in the 
existing laws, and unusual derangement in the general 
operations of trade, have, during the last three years, 
much increased the difficulties atiendant.on the collec- 
tion, keeping ane disbursement of the revenue, and 
called forth corresponding exertions froma those having 
them in charge. Happily these have been successful 
beyond expectation. Vast sumshave been collected 
and disbursed by the several departments with unex- 

eted cheapness and ease; transfers have been readi- 
y made inevery  partof the union, however distant; 
and defulcations have been far lesstham mizht have 
been anticipated, fromthe absence of adequate jegzal 
restraints, Since the officers of. the treasury and post 
office departments were charged with the custody of 


|most of the public moneys received by them, there have 


been collected sixty-six millions of dollars, and,exclud- 
ing the case of the late collector atNew York, the ag- 
gregate amount of losses sustained im the collection 
cannot, itis believed, exceed sixty thousand dollars. — 
The defalcation of the late collector at that city, of the 
extent and circumsiances of which congress has been 
fully informed, ran through all the modes of keeping 
the publicmoney that have been hitherto in use, and 
was distinguished by an aggravated disregard of duty, 
that broke through the restraints of every system, and 
cannoi therefore be usefully referredto as a test of the 
comparative safety ofeiher. Additional information 
will also be furnished by the reportofithe secretary of 
the treasiry, in reply toa eallimade upon that officer 
by the house of representatives at the last session, re- 
quiring detailed information onthe subjects of defaults 
by public officers or agents undereackh administration, 
froma 1789to 1837. This document will be submitted 
to you ina few days. The general results, (indepen- 
dent ofthe post. office, which is kept separately, and 
will be siated by itseif,) eo far as they bear upon this 
subject, are, thag-the losses. which have been and are 
likely to be sustained, by any class of agents, have 
been the greatest by ae including, as required in 


the resolution, their depreciated paper received for paab-). 


lic dues; that the next largest have been by disburst 
officers, and the Jeastby collectors and receiversy ~~ 
the losseson duty bonds are included, they alone 


Our whole experience, there fore, furnishes the 








est evidence that thedesired legislation of scongress is! 
trifl| alome wanting to insure ip ulnose operatiomathe highest 
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degree of security and facility. Such also appears to 
have been the experience of other nations. From the 
results of inquiries made by the secretary of the trea- 
sury in regard to the practice among them, I am ena- 
bied to state that in twenty-two out of 


reign governm from 
has been sbealanedithe public moneys are kept in 


charge of oo ney officers. This‘concurrence of opinion 
in-favor of that system is perhaps us greai as exists on 
any question of interhal administration. . 

n the modes of business and: official] restraints on 
disbursing officers, no legal change was produced by 
the suspension of specie payments. The re last 
referred to will be found to contain also much useful 
information ia relation to this subject. 

I have: heretofore assigned to congress my reasons 
for believing that megerabiahmnent t a independent 
national tr as contemplated hy the constitution, 
io mbapumnenyies con safe action of the federal govern- 
ment. »: The nsion of specie payments in 1837, 

the banks having'the custody of the public money, 
seheed Senso alarming a degree our dependence on 
those institutions for the performance of duties required 
by law, that I then recommended the entire dissolu- 
tion of that connexion. This recommendation has 


twenty-seven fo: | 
which undoubted information | 7 y ave 
‘become borrowers, instead of lenders; they establish 


| not now the care. Aided by the facilities afforded by 
the banks, mere credit has become too commonly the 
, basis of trade.’ Many of the banks ‘themselves, not 
content with lJargely stimulating this sysiern 
others, have usurped the business, while the 
the stability, ofthe merchantile community: they ha 


their agencies abroad; they deal largely in stocks and 
mierchaird ise; they encourage the issue of state secuti- 
ties, until the foreign moerket is glutted ‘with them} and 
unsatisfied with the ligitimate use of their own capita 


and the excrcise of their lawful privileges, they raise, 
additional means for’ every variety of 


by large loa 
speculation. The disasters attendant om this deviation 
from the former course of business in this couniry are 
now shared alike by banks and individuals, to an ex- 


tentof which there is perhaps no’previous example in 


the annals of our country. 
thé foreign lender, anda sufficient export of our: pro- 
ductions to meet any necessary pattial payments, leave 
the flow of credit ntiased, all appears to’ be pros- 
perous; but, as soon as it is checked by any hesita- 
tion abroad, or by an inability tomake payment. there 
in our produciions, the evils of the system are disclos- 
ed. The paper currency, which might serve for do- 





been subjected, as I desired it should be, to severe 
scrutiny and animated discussion; and I allow myself 
to believe: that, notwithstanding the natural diversities | 
of opinion which may be anticipated on all subjects in- | 
volving suchimportant considerations, it_ has secured 
in its favor.as gemerala concurrence of public senti- 
ment as could be expected on one of such magnitude. 
Recent.events have also continuedto develope new 
objections to such a connexion. Seldom is any bank, 
under.the existing system and practice, able to meet, 
on demand, all its liabilities for deposites and notes in 
circulation.” It maintains specie pormenin and trans 
actsa profitable business, only by the confidence of 
the public in its solvency; and whenever this is destroy- 
ed, the demands of its depositors and note holders— 
pressed more rapidly than it can make collections from 
its. debtors—force it to stop payment. This loss of 
confidence, with its consequences, occurred in 1837, 
and affurded the apology of the banks for their suspen- 
sion. The public then acquesced in the validity ot 
the excuse; and, while the state legislatures did not ex- 
act from them their forfeited charters, congress, in ac- 
cordance withthe recommendation of the executive, 
allowed them time to pay over the public money they 
held, although compelled to issue treasury notes to 
supply the deficiency thus created. 


It now appears that there are other motives than a 
want of publi confidence under which the banks seek 
to panne Semanlves in a refusal to meet their obliga- 
tions. Secarcely were the country and government re- 
lieved, in a degree, from the difficulties occasivned by 
the general suspension of 1837, when a partial one, oc- 
curring within thirty months of the former, produced 
new and serious embarrassments, though it had no 
palliation in such circumstances as were alleged in jus- 
tification of that which had previously taken place.— 
There was nothing inthe condition of the country to 
ertdanger a well-managed banking instituiiun; com- 
merce was deranged by no foreign war; every branch 
of manufacturing industry was crowned with rich re- 
wards; and the more than usual abundance of our_har- 
vests, after supplying our domestic wants, had left our 
granaries and storehouses filled with a surplus for ex- 
portation. Itis in the midstof this, that an irredeem- 
able and depreciated paper currency is entailed upon 
the people byalarge portion of the banks. ‘They are 
not driven to it by the exhibition of a loss of public con- 
fidence, or of a sudden pressure from their depositors 
or note-holders, but they excuse thernselves by alleging 
that the current of business,and exchange with fo- 
reign countries, which draws the precious metals from 
their vaults, would require, in order to meet it, a larger 
curtailment of their loans to a comparatively small por- 
tion of the community, than it will be convenient for 
them to bear, or perhaps safe for the banks to exact.— 
The plea has ceased to be of necessity. Convenience 
and policy are now deemed sufficient to warrant these 
institutions in disregarding their solemn obligations.— 
Such conduct is not merely an injury toindividual cre- 
citors, but it is a ny tothe whole community, from’ 
whose liberality they hold most valuable priviieges— 
whose rights they violate, whose business they cores, 
und the value of whose property they render unstable 
and insecure. It must be evident that this new ground 
for bank. suspensions, in reference to which their action 
is not only disconnected with, but wholly independent 
of, that of the public, gives a character to their suspen- 
sions more alarming than any which they exhibited be- 
fore, and greatly increases the impropriety of relying 
on the banks in the transactions of the government. 

A large and high! y respectable portion of our banking 
institutions are, it affords me unfeigned pleasure to state, 
exempted from all blame on account of this second de- 
linquency.. They have, to their great credit, not only 
continued to meet their engagements, but have even 
repudiated the grounds of suspension now resorted to. 
It is only by such a course that the confidence and 
good-will of the community can be preserved, and, in 
the sequel, the best interests of the institutions them- 
selves promoted. ashi 

New dangers to the banks are also daily disclosed 
from the extension of that syetem of extravagant credi! 
of which. they are the cog sae Formerly our foreign 
commerce Was principa iy founded onan exchange oi 
com:aodities, ine’\uding the precious metals, and leav- 





rmestic purposes, is useless to pay the debt due in Eu- 
rope. Gold and silver are therefore drawn, in exchange 
for their notes, from the banks. To keep up their sup: 
ply of coin, these institutions ate obliged to call upon 
their own debtors, who pay them oppo oe? in. their 
own notes, which areas unavailable to them as they 
are to the merchants to meet the foreign demand. The 
calls of the banks, therefore, in such 
necessity exceed that demand, and produce a corres- 


ponding curtailment of their accommodations and of} 
the currency, at the very moment when the state of 


trade renders it most inconvenient to be borne. The 
intensity of this pressure on the community is in pro- 
portion to the previous liberality of credit, and conse- 
quent expansion of the currency; forced sales of pro- 
perty are made at the time when the means of wuvehis: 


ing are most reduced, and the worst calamities to indi- 


viduals-are only at last arrested by an open violation 


of their obligations by the banks, a refusal to vay spe- 
com- 


cie for their notes, and an imposition upon 
munity of a fluctuating and depreciated currency. 


hese consequences are ipherentin the present sys- 
tem. They are not influenced by the banks being 


among 
impair 


o long as a willingness of | beyond all this, to the effect of whatever 


emergencies, of 


land. It is thus thet every new debt which wé on. 
tract in that country, seriously ‘affects our own corren- 
cy, and extends over the pursuits of our own tititens 
ics powerful: influence. We cannot escape from this 
af making mew barks, great or small, state or hation- 
. The same chains which bind those now existin 
to the centre of this system of paper credit, mavist equate 
ly fetter every similar institution we create.  Itis only 
by the extent to which this systern has been_ pushed of 
late, that we have been made fully aware of its irnsis- 
tible tendency to subject our own barks and currency 
to avast controlling power in a foreign land; and it 
adds a new argument to those which illustrate their 
precarious situation. Endangered in the first place by 
their own mismanagement, and again by the conduct 
of every institution which connects them with the cen- 
tre of trade in our own country, they are yet subjected, 
‘measittes po- 
‘licy, necessity or caprice, may induce those who con- 
trol the credits of England to resort'to. I mean tot to 
comment upon these medsures present or past, and 
miuch less to discourage the prosecution of. fait com- 
mercial dealing between the two countries, based’ on 
reciprocal benefits; but it having~now been made ma- 
nifest that the power of inflicting these and” similar in- 
juries, is, by the resistless law of a credit currency and 
credit trade, especially capable of extending their con- 
sequences through alf the ramifications of our bankin 
system, and by that means indirectly obtaiming parti- 
cularly when our banks are used as depositories of the 
ublic moneys, a dangerous political influence in the 
nited Siates, I have deemed it my duty to bring the 
subject to your notice, and ask for It your serious con- 
sicleration. 
Is an argument required beyond the exposition of 
these tacts, to show the impropriety of using our bank- 
ing institutions as depositories of the public money? 
Can we venture not omly to encounter the risk of their 
individual and mutual mismanagement, but, at the 
sametine, to place our foreign and domestic policy en- 
tirely under the contro] of foreign moneyed interesi?— 
‘Fo do so is toimpair the independence of our govern- 
ment, as the present credit system has already impair- 
ed the independence of our banks. Itis to submit all 
its Important Operations, whether of peace or war, to be 
conuolled or thwarted at first by our own banks, and 
then bya puwer abroad greater than themselves. I 
cannot brings myself to depict the bumilianon to which 


large or small, created by mational or stale govern-| this government and people might he svoner or later 
ments. "Theyare the results of the irresistible laws of| reduced,if the means for defending their rights are to 


trade and credit. 


in which they were placed. 


the centre of trade. 
seriously affectin 
cities; but the tail 
ties of the union. The sus 
1337, was every where, wit 


those in our principal commercia 
» 
west Ina similar manner. 


in those of trade and exchange. The banks at tha 
centre to which currency flows, and where it is requir 


ed in payments for merchandise, hold the power of 
controlling those in regions whence it comes, while the 
latter possess no means of restraining them; so that the 
roperty, and the prosperity of trade, 
through the whole interior of the country, are made to 
depend on the good or bad management of the bank. 


value of individu] 


ing institutions in the great seats of trade on the sea 
board, 

But his chain of dependence does not stop here. I 
does not terminate at Philadelphia or New York. | 
reaches across the ocean, and endsin London, the cen 


tre of the creditsystem. The same laws of trade, which 
paces cities power over the 

the United States, subject the 
former, in their turn, to the money power in Great Bri- 
tain. Itis motdenied that the suspension of tue New 
York banks 1: 1837, which was followed in qniex suc- 
y an ap- 
plication of that power; and it is now alleged, in exte- 
nuation of the present condi*ion of so largea portion of 
our banks, that their embarrassments have arisen from 


give to the banksin our 
whole banking system 0 


cession throughout the union, was produced 


the same cause. 


From this influence they cannot now entirely escape, 
for it has its origin in the credit currencies of the two 
by the current of trade and 
Condes, and is rendered 
almost irresistible by the large debts contracted — 

t is 
thus that an introduction of a new bank int» the most 


countries; it is strengthened 
exchange, which centres in 








by our merc.ants, our banks, and our’ slates. 





iny in its transactions but little fureign debt. Such is 


distant of our ox i places the business of that vil 
lide within the in 


de In therecent events which have so 
strikingly illustrated the certain eflects of these laws, 
we have seen the bank of tine largest capital in the 
union, established under a national charter, and lately 
strengthened, as we were authoritatively informed, by 
exchanging that for a state charter, with new and un- 
usual privileges—in a condition too, as it was said, of 
entire soundness and great prosperity—not merely un- 
able to resist these effects, but the first to yield to them. 

Nor is it to be overlooked that there exists a chain of 
necessary dependence among these institutions which 
obliges them, loa great extent, to follow the course of 
others, not withstanding its injustice to theirown imme- 
diate credi‘ors, or injury to the particular community 
This dependance otf a 
hank, which is in proportion to the extent of its deb's 
for circulation and deposites,is not merely on others in 
its OWn vicinity, but on ali those which connect it with 
Distant banks may fail, without 


re of the latier is felt at the extremi- 
nsion at New York, in 
very few exceptions. fol- 
lowed, as soon as it was known: that recently at Phila- 
delphia immediately affected the banks of the south and 
This dependance of oti 
whole banking system onthe institutions ina few large 
cities, is not found in the laws of their organization, but 


uence of the money power in Eng- 


be made dependent upon those who may have the most 
powerful of miutivesto impair them. 

Nor isit only in reference to the eflect of this state of 
things on the independence of our governament or of 
our banks, that the subject presents itself for considera~ 
tion; itis to be viewed also iniis relations to the general 
trade of our country. The time is not long past when 
a deficiency of foreign crops was thought to afford a 
profitable market fur the surplus of our indusuy; but 
now We await with feverish anxiety the news of the 
English harvest, not so much from .mnotives of com- 
mendable sympathy, but fearful lest its anticipated fai- 
lure should marrow the field of credit there. Does not 
this speak volumes to the patriot? Can a system be 
beneficent, wise, or just, which creates greater anxiety 
for interests dependent on foreign credit than for the 

eneral prosperity of our Own country, and the profita- 
le exportation of the surplus prodwee of our labor? 

The circumstances to which I have thus adverted 
appear to me to afford weighty reasons, developed by 
late events, to be added to those which I have on for- 
mer occasions offered when submitting to your better 
knowledge and discernmentthe propriety of separating 
the custody of the pablic money from banking institu- 
tions. Nor hasany thing_occurred to lessen in my 
opinion, the force of what has been heretofore urged. 

he only ground on which that custody can be desir- 
ed by the banks is the profitable use whieh they make 
ot the money. Such use would be regarded in indi- 
viduals as a breach of trust,ora crime of great magni- 
tude, and yet it may be reasonabiy doubted whether, 
first and las‘, it is not attended with more mischievous 
consequences when permitted to the former than to the 
latter. The practice of permitting the publie money to 
be used by its keepers, as here; is believed to be pecu- 
liar to this country,and to exist searcely amy where 
else. To procure it here, improper influences ate ap- 
pealed to; unwise connections are established between 
the government and vast numbers of powerful state in- 
stitutions; other motives than the ° public good are 
brought to bear both on the executive and legissative de- 
partments, and selfish combinations, leading to special 
legislation, are formed. Itismade the interest of bank- 
ing institutions and their stockhulders throughout the 
union to use their exertions for the increase “of taxa- 
tion and the accumulation of a surplus revenue}; and 
while an excuse is afforded, the means ape furnished 
for those excessive issues which lead to extravagant 
trading and speculation, andare the forerunners of a 
owe ebt abroad, and a@ suspension of the banks at 

ore. 


Impressed, therefore, at I am, with the propriety of 
the funds of the government being withdrawn from the 
peas use of either bamks or individuals, and the pub- 
ie money kept by duly appointed public agents; and 
believing as 1 do, that swch ako is the judgment which 
discussion, reflecton and experienee have prod veed on 
the public mind, I leave the subject with you. “It is, at 
all events, essential to the interests of the eornmonity 


and the business of the government that a decision 
should be made. ie ; | 
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eer <= erent 
‘Most of the arguments that dissuade us fromem- 
ployang:banks in the custody and disbursement of the. 
publie money app'y wih equal force to the receipt of 
thei mites rproblicdues, Whe diflerence is only in 
form. Inone instance the government is a creditor for 





its d 3, anci in the other for the notes it holds. — 
They afford the same opportunity for usieg the public 
ges and equally lead to all the evils attendantupon 
it, Siice abank can as safely extend its discountson a 
dep.»site of its motes in the hands of a public officer, 
as On one made in its own vaults, On the otherhana, 
it bo al hy to the guvernine nt no greater mon for 
in case ot failure, the claim of the noteholder would be 
no beiter than that of a depositor. 


m aware that the danger of inconvenience {to the 
pub , and unreasonable pressure upon sound banks, 
ve been urged as objections to requiring the payment 
of the revenue in gold and silver. These ieee 
have ag nt greatly exaggerated. From the best esti- 
mates, we may safely fix the amountof specie in the 
country at cighty-five millions of dollars, and the por- 
tog an that which would be employed at any one ume 
in the receipts and disbursermenis of the government, 
even if the proposed change were made at once, would 
not, if is now, after fullerinvestigation, believed, exceed 
four or five millions. If the chinse were gradual, se- 
veral years would elapse befure thatsum would be re- 
quired, with anmual opportunities in the miean time to 
alter the law, should experience prove i: to be cppres- 
sive Or inconvenient. The portions of the community 
on whe business the change would imrmediaicly ope- 
rate, are comparatively smali, nor is it believed that 
its effect would be in the least unjust or injuriops to 
them. 


. Ina the payment of duties which constitute by far the 
greater purtion of the revenue, avery large proportion is 
dérived from foreign commission houses and agents of 
foreign manufacturers, who sell the goods consigned to 
them, generally, at auction, and, after paying the duties 
out of t sdiaile., remit the rest abroad im specie or its 
equivalent. That theamount of duties should, in such 
cases be also retained in specie can hardly be made a 
matter of complaint. Our own importing merchants, 
by whom the residue of the duties is paid, are not only 
peculiarly interested in maintaining a sound currency 
which the measure in questio.a will especially promote, 
but are, from the nature of their dealings best able to 
know when specie willbe meeded,and to procure it 
with the least difficulty or sacrifice, Residing,too al- 
most universally #n places where the revenue is received 
and where the drafts used by the government for its 
disbursements musi concentrate, they have every op- 
portunity to obtain and use them in place of specie, 
should it be for their interest or convenience. Of the 
nutseber of these drafis, and the facilities they may af- 
ford, as well as of the rapidity with which the public 
funds are drawn and disbursed, an idea may be furm- 
ed from the fact that,of nearly twenty millions of dol- 
lars paid to collectors and receivers duting the present 
year, the average amountin their hands at any one 
time has not exceeded a million and a half; andot the 
fifteen millions received by the collector of New York 
alome duting the presen! year, the average amount held 
by fim subject to draft durimg each week, has been 
less than half a million. 


The ease and safety of the operations of the trea- 
sury in keeping the public money, are promoted by 
the application of its own drafts tothe public dues.— 
The objection arising from having them too long out- 
standing, might be obviated, and they yet niade to 
afford to merchants and bamks holding them an equi- 
valent for specie, and in that way greatly lessen the 
amountactually required. Scill lessincomvenience will 
attend the requirement of specie in purchases of public 
lands. Such purchases, except when made on specu- 
lation, are, in general, but singie transactions, rarely re- 
peated by the same person;—and it is a fact, that for 
the last year and a half,during whichthe motes ofsound 
banks have been received, more than a moiety of these 
Rapenents has been bg ae made in specie, being 
a larger proportion than would have been required im 
three years under the graduation pruposed. 

Tt is moreover a principle, than which none is better 
settled by experience, that the supply of the precious 
metals will always be found adequate tc the uses for 
whictr they are required. ‘hey abound in countries 
wiiere no other currency is allowed. In our own states 
where sinall notes are excluded, gold and silver supply 
their place. When driven to their hidimg places by 
bank suspensions, a little firmnessin the community 
soon restores them in a sufficient qencey for ordinary 
purposes, Postage and other public dues have been 
calleeted in cvin, without serious inconvenience, even 
in ‘states where a depreciated paper currency has exist- 
ed for years, and this with the aid of treasury notes for 
a part of the time, was done without intefruption dur- 
ing the suspension of 18387. Atthe present moment, 
the receipis-and disbursements of the government are 


made in legal currency in the largest portion of the’ 


union—no one stg resisa departure from this rule; and 
if. it: can now be successfully carried Out, it will be 
surely attended with even less difficulty when bank 
notes are agai:a redeemed im specie. 


Indeed I cannot think th-:t a serious objection would 


any.where. be. raised to the receipt and payment of 


gold andsilver in all public. transactions, were it not froma 
an apprehension thata surplus in the treasury might 
withdraw a large portion «sf it from circulation, and 
lock i#tupunprofitably in the public vaults. It would 
net, in my opinion, be difficult to prevemt such an tno 
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convenience from oceurring; but the authentic state.) wise? A natiomal instiution:, though deriving its charter 
inetits which Ihave already submitted to you tm regard from a different source than the state banks, is yet 


tothe aetuaeal amount im the public treasury'at’ @my one| Comstituted upon the same: ‘principles; is condueted by 
time durimee the period embraced im them, and the little} men equally-e x posed to temmptation; amd is liable touhe 
probability ~ofa diflererat state of the treasury for atleast] Satme disasters, with the additional disadvantage that 


against it, should the Occnrrence o 


some years to come, seem to render it unnecessary to| Its magnitude occasions an extent of cunfusion 
dwellupon it. Congress, moreover, as Ihave before ob-| distress which the mismanagement of smaller institu. 
served, will in every year have an @pportinity to guard | tions could not produce. It can scarcely be doubied 
f any circunmstances | that the recent suspension of the United States bank of 
lead usto apprehend injury from thissouree. Viewing} Pennsylvania, of which the effects are felt not gx that. 
the subject inall its aspects; lcam mot believe that any| state, but over half the unton, had its origin ima course 


period will be more auspicious tham thepresent for the of business‘ commenced while it was a nutionak insti- 
adoption of all measures necessary to maintain the| tutron; and there isno good reason for supposi that 


cious metals which adds so much to 
form will probably always exist; but this serves onl 


tive stations to pe the evils they produce——to tak 


sanctity of our own ergagemen's, andto aid in secur-| the seme consequences would not have fullowed had it 
ing to the community: that abundant supply of the pre-| still derived its powers from the general goverrment. 
their pre»sperity,| It is in vain, ‘when the influences and impulses are 
and gives such increased stability to all their dealings. |the same, to look for a difference in conduct or results, 
In a country so commercial as Ours, banks im some) By such creations, we do, therefore, but increase the 
vjmass of paper eredit amd paper currency, without 

to render it the more imeumbenton us, notwithstanding | checking their attendin evils and fluctuations. The 
the discouragemen's of the past, to strivein our respec-|eXtent of power and the efficiency of organization 


e| which we give, s¢ far from»being beneficial, are in 


fromthem, as rapidly as the obligations of public faith| practice positively injurious. They strengthen the chain 
and a careful consideration of the immediate interests} of dependance throughout the union, subject afl paris 
of the community will permit, the unjust character of| more certainly _ to common disaster, and bind every 
monopoliess; to check, so faras may be practicable by| bank more effectually, im the first amstance, to those 
prudent legislation, those temptations of interest and|of our commercial cities, and inthe end, to a foregin 
those Opportunities for their dangerous indulgence, | power. In a word, I canrvot but believe that, with the 
which beset them on every side, and to confime them| fall understanding of the operations of our banking 
siticily to the performa mee oftheir paramount duty, that} system which experience has produced, public sen- 


of aiding the operations of commerce, rather than con-| {tment is not less opposed fo the creation of a mational 


pital. 


rency, or Stimulating speculation. "I‘hus accommplishin 


as ours the same results could not fail toatiend asim 


Institutions so framed have existed and stall exist 
elsewhere, givingto commercial irxtercourse all neces- 


sary facilities, without inflating or Gepreciating the cur-) press to“coim money and regulate the value of foreign 


their legitiemate ends, they have gained the surest gua-| ney, emit bills of credit, ma)- 
rantee for their protection and emcouragement in the 
good will of the commiunity. Anvonga people so just 


larcourse. Thedirect supervision of thebanks belongs, 
from the rrature ofour government, to the states who|ed that the few banks t 
authorise them. It isto their legislatures that the peo- 
ple must mainly look for action om thatsubject. But as 
the conduct of the federalgovernment, in the rnanage- 
ment of its revenue has alsoa pow erful though. less im- 
mediate influence upon them, it becomes our duty to 


sulting their own exelusive advantage. These and| bank for purposes connected with currency amd com- 
other salutary refurms may, it is believed, be accom:|merce, than for those conmected with the fiscal opera- 
plished without the violation of any of the great orinci- | tions of the government. 

ples of the social com pact, the observance of which is Yet the commerce and currency of the 
indispensa ble toils existence, or interfering in any way | suffering evils from the operations of the state banks, 
with the useful and profitable enaployment of real ca-| which cannot and ought mottobe overlooked. By their 


country are 


meas, we have been flooded with a depreciated pa- 
per, which it was evidently the design of the framers 
of the constitution to prevent, when they required con- 


g| coins,” and when they forbade the states “to coin mo- 
any thing bur gold and 

silvera tender in payment of <ebts,?? ur “pass any law 
irmpairing the obligation of contracts.” If they did not 
*| guard more explicitly against the present state of 
things, it was because gm cotld not have anticipat- 
en existing were to swell to 

an extent which would expelto'so greata degree the 
gold and silver, for which they had provided, from the 
channels of circulation, and fill them with a currency 
that defeats the objects they hadin view. The'remedy 
for this must chiefly rest with the states froma whose 


see that a Fart direction is given toit, While the| legislation it has sprung. No good that might accrue 
t 


| keeping o 


thosethat are sound and well managed, it wall at th 


ed upon to redeem. 
Iam aware it has been urged that this control ma 


he public revenue in a separate amd inde- 
pendent treasury,and of collecting: itin gold ard silver, 
willhave a salutary influence on the system of paper 
credit with: which all banks are comnected, ard thus aid 


same time sensibly check such as are otherwise, by at 
once withholding the means of extravagance afforded 
by the publicfunds, and restraining them from exces- 
sive issues of notes which they would be constantly call- 


in a particular case from the exercise of powers, not ob- 
viously conferred onthe general government, would 
authorise its interference, Or justify a course that might, 
in a slightest degree, increase, at the expense of the 
€| states the power of the federal authorities—nor do I 
doubt that the states will apply the remedy. Within 
the last few years,events have appealed to them too 
strongly tv be disregarded. They have seen that the 
constitution, though theoretically adhered to, is sub- 
verted in practice: that while on the statute books 


y| there isno legal tender but gold and silver, no lawin- 
be best attained and exerted by meansof a national 


pairing the obligations of contracts, yet that, im point 


bank. ‘Ihe constitutional objections which I am well| of fact the privileges conferred om banking eorpora- 
known to entertain, would prevent me in amy event| tions have made their notes the currency of the coun- 
from proposing or asse nting to that remedy, baat in ad-| try3 that the obligations imposed by these motes are 


that it was not so. Onn the contrary, it may, afier 
careful consideration of the subject, be,I thimk, safe] 
stated, that atevery period of banking excess it too 
the lead; that in 817, and 1818, in 1823, in 2831 an 


} dition to this, I cannot, afier past experience, bring| violated under the impulses of interest orconvenience; 
myself to. think that it can any longer be extensively re- | 
arded as effective for sucha purpose. The history of} mected with these corporations, or placed under their 

the late national bankx, through all its mutations, shows | influence, give them a fearful weight when their inte- 


and that the mumber and power of the persons cun- 


a| rest is in opposition to the spint of the constitation and 
'| jaws. To the people itis immaterial whether these re- 
k sults are produced by open violat‘ons of the latter, or 
d| try the workingsef a systemof which the result isthe 


in 1834, its vast expansions, followed by distressing con-| same. An inflexible execution even of the existing 


tractions, led to those of the state institutions. It swell- | statutes of mest of the states, would redress many evils 


ed and maddened the tides ofthe banking system, but} now endured; would effectually show the banksthe 
seldom allayed or safely directed them. At a few pe-| dangers of mismanagement, which impunity encou- 


riodsonty wasasalutary control exercised. but an eager| rages them to repeat; and would teach all corporations 


desire, om the contrary exhibited for profit im tke first] the useful lesson that they are the subjects of ‘the law, 
place; and if, afterwards, iis measures were severe to-| and the servants of the people. What is stil wantin 
wards other institutions, it was because its own safety | to effect these objects rrvust be sought in additiona 
compelled it toadopt them. It did notdiffer from them | legislation; or, if that be inadequate, in such further 
in principle or in form; iis measures emanated from the| constitutional grants or restrictions as may bring us 
same spirit of gainjit felt thesame temptation to over-is-| back into the path from: which we have so widely 
sucs; it sarffered from, and was totally unable to avert, | wandered. eke 

those inevitable laws of trade, by whichit was itself af- In the meantime, it is the duty of the general go- 
fected equally with them; and at least on one occasion, | vernment to co-operate swith the states, by a wise exer- 
atan early day, it was saved only by extraordinary | cise offiis constitutional: powers, and the enforcement of 
exertions from the same fate that atiended the weakest] its existinglaws. The exxtentto which it may do so by 
institution it professed tosupervise. In 1837 it failed, | further enactments, lhave already adverted to, andthe 
equally with others, im redeeming its notes, thongh the | wisdom of congress may yetenlarge them. But, above 


two years allowed by itscharter fur that purpose had 
not expired, a large amount of which remains to the 


all, itis incurnbent upon us to hold erect the princi- 
ples of morality and law, constantly executing ourown 


present time outstanding. Itis trere, thathavin g 80 vast | contracts in accordance with the provisions of the con- 
a capital, and strengthened by the use of all the re- | stitution, and thus serving asa rallying point by which 


venues of the government, it possessed more power;| our whole country may be brought back to chat safe 








but while it was itself, by that ci1reumstance, freed from and honored standard. , 
thecontrol which all banks require, us paramount ob- Our people will not long be insensible to the extent 
ject and inducement, were leit the same—to make| of the buidems entailed upon them by the false system 


the most for iis stockholders, n@t to regulate the cur- 


that has been operating on their sanguine, energetic 


rency of the country. Nor has. it, as far as we are} and industrious cheracter; nor to the Means mecessary 


The national character given to, the Bank of Bnglan 


hag not’ gerevented excessive flacruations in their cur- 





advised, bee found to be greatly Otherwise elsewhere.| to extricate themselves from these embarrassmenis— 


d| Tne weight which presses upon a large portion ¢f the 
people and the siates, is an enormous debt, foreign and 


rency, and it proved nable lo keep offa suspension of | domestic. The foreign debt of our states, corpern 
s 








“he fi OFRions,. 
specie per yments, wlarcl lasted for nearly a quarter of | and men of business, can scarcely be less shan two 


acentury. And why shouldwe expect it to be other- 


hundied millions of doltars, requiring: more than ten. 
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millions of dollars a year to pay the interest. . This eum: 
has to be paid out of the exports. of the country, and 
must of necessity cut off imports to that extent, or 
plunge the. country more deeply, in debt:from year. to 
year. Itis easy tw see that the increase of this. foreign 
debt must augment the annual demand on the exports 
to pay interest, and to the same extent diminish 
the imports; and in p 7 to the enlargement of 
the f debt, and! e, consequent increase of inter- 
est, must be the decrease of the import trade. In lieu 
of the comforts which it now brings us, we might have 
our gigantic. a institutions, and splendid, but, in 
many instances, , rail roads and canals, ab- 
sorbing oa greatextent, in interest upon the capital 
borr £0: construct them, the arivene fruits of na- 
tional industry for years to come, and securing to pos- 
terity oe celteinas sotarn for the comforts which the 
laborsof their hands might otherwise have secured. It 
is not by the inereave of this debt that relief is to be 
t, but in its meee Upon this point, there 
1 to sa yefore us; NOLSO MUCH In 
the oni Cealbienon eben which will enable the 
states to borrow more money, asin a change ot public 
feeling at home, which. prompis our peopie to pause 
in their career, and think of the means by Which debts 
are t0 be paid before they are contracted. If we would 
escape embarrassment, public and private, we must 
cease to run in debt, except fur objects of necessity, or 
such as will yield a certain return. Let the faith of the 
states, corporations, and individuals, already pledged, 
be kept with the most punctilious regard. It is due to 
our national character, as well as to justice, that this 
should, on the part of each, be a fixed principle of con- 
duct. But it behooves us all to be more chary in 
pledging it hereafter. By ceasing to run in debt, and 
applying the of our crops and incomes to the 
scharge of existing obligations, buying less and sell- 
ing more, and managing all affairs, public and private, 
with strict economy and frugality, we shall see our coun- 
try soon recover from a temporary depression, arising 
not from na and permanent causes, but from those 
I have enumerated, and advance with renewed vigor 
in her career of prosperity. 

Foriunately for us, at this moment, when the balance 
of trade is greatly against us, and the dilficulty of meet- 
ing itenhanced by the disturbed state of our money af- 
fairs, the bounties of Providence have come +to relieve 
us from the consequences of past errors. A faithful 
application of the immense results of the labors of the 
last season, will afford partial relief for the present, and 
perseverance in the same course will in due season, ac- 
complish the rest. We have had full experience, in 
limes past, of the extraordivary results which can, in this 
respect, be brought about ina short period, by the united 
and well directed efforts of a community like ours. 
Our surplus profits, the energy and potgeal Aa! our po- 
pulation and the. wonderful advantages which Provi- 
dence has bestowed upon our country, in its climate, ils 
various productions, indispensable to other nations, 
will, in due time, affurd abundant means to perfect the 
most useful of those objects, tor which the states have 
been plunging thotdanlese of late in embarrassment 
and debt, without imposing on ourselves or our children 
such fearful burdens. 


But let it be indelibly engraved on our minds that 
relief is not to be found im expedients. Indebtedness 
cannot be lessened by borrowing more money, or by 
changing the form of the debt. ‘The balance of trade 
is not to be turned in our favor by creating new de- 
mands upon us abroad. Our currency cannot be im- 
proved by the creation of new banks or more issues 
from those which now exist. Although these devices 
sometimes appear to give temporary relief, they almost 
invariably aggravate the evilin the end. [tis only by 
retrenchment and reform, by curtailing public and pri- 
vate expenditures, by paying our debts, and by reform- 
ing our banking system, that we are to expect effectual 
relief, security for thefuture, and an enduring prosperi- 
ty. In shaping the institutions and policy of the gene- 
ral government so as to promote, as far as it can with its 
limited powers, these important ends, you may rely on 
my most cordial co-operation. _ 

That there should have been, in the progress of re- 
cent events, doubts in many quarters, and in some a 
heated opposition to every change, cannot surprise us. 
Doubts:are properly attendant on all reform; and it is 
peculiarly in the nature of such abuses as we are now 
encountering, to seek to perpetuate their power by 
means of the influence they have been permitted to 
acguire. It is their result, if not their object, to gain 
for the few an ascendency over the many, by securing to | 
them a monopoly of the currency, the medium through 
which most of the wants of mankind are supplied—to 

roduce throughout society a chain of dependence 
which leads all classes to !ook to privileged associations 
for the means of speculation and extravagance—to 
nourish, in preference to the ma nly virtues that give dig- 
nity tohaman nature, a craving desire for luxurious en- | 
joyment arid sudden wealth, which renders those who 
‘seek them dependent on those who supply them—to 
substitute for republican simplicity and economical ha- 
bits a sickly appetite for effeminate indulgence, and an 
imitation of that reckless extravagance which impo- 
verished and enslaved the industrious people of foreign 
lands; and at last, to fix upon us, instead of those 
equal political rights, the acquisition of which was alike 
the object and supposed reward of our revolutionary 
struggle,a system of exclusive privileges conferred by 

rtial legislation. . 

To remove the influences which had thus gradually | 
growl up among us—to deprive them of their decep- 
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tive advantages—io test them by the light cf. wisdum. 
and truth—to oppose the force which they concentrate 
in their support—all this was necessarily. the work of 
time, even among a people so enlightened and pure as 
that of the United States. In most other countries, per- 
haps, it could only.be accomplished through that series 
of revolutionary movements, which are too often found 
necessary (o effect any great and radical reform; but it 
is the crowning merit of our institutions, that they cre- 
ate and nourish in the vast majority of our people, a 
disposition and a power peaceably to remed a 
which have elsewhere caused the effusion of rivers of 
blood, and the sacrifice of thousands of the human race. 

The result thus far is most honorable to the self-denial, 
the intelligence, and the patriotism of our citizens; it 
justifies the confident hope that they will carry through 
the reform which has been so well begun, and that they 
will go still further than they haye yet gone in Muatseung 
the important truth, that a people as free. and eulighte 
ag ours, will, whenever it becomes necessary, show: 
themselves to be indeed capable of ale. ig ign by 
voluntarily adopting appropriate remedies for. every 
abuse, aud submitting to temporary sacrifices, however 
great, to ensure their permanent welfare, 

My own exertions for the furtherance of these desira- 
ble objects have been bestowed, throughout muy official! 
career with a zeal that is nourished by aident wishes for 
the welfare of my country, and by an unlimited reliance 
on the wisdom that marks its ultimate decision on all 
great and controverted questions. Im with the 
solemn obligations imposed upon me by the constitution 
desirous algo of laying before my fellow citizens, with 
whose confidence and support [ have been so highly 
honored, such measures as appear to me conducive to 
their prosperity—and anxious to submit to their fullest 
consideration the grounds upon which my opinions are 
formed, 1 have on this, as on preceding occasions, free- 
ly offered my views on those points of domestic policy 
that seem, at the present time, most prominently to re- 
quire the action of the government. I know that they 
will receive from congress that full and able consi- 
deration which the importance of the subjects merits, 
and I can repeat the assurance heretofore made, that I 
shall cheerfully and readily co-operate with you in eve- 
ry measure that will tend to promote the welfare of the 
union. M. VAN BUREN. 

Washington, December 2, 1839, 


The message having been read by the secretary, 

Mr. Alien rose, and after some remarks eulogis- 
tic of the whole message, and particularly those 
parts relating fo corporatiens and the currency, 
moved the printing of 1,500 copies with the accom- 
pany ing documents, and 5,000 extra copies, for the 
use of the senate, which motion was concurred in. 

Another message was received from the president, 
transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
senate, the correspondence and proclamation of the 
governor of Iowa in relation to the disputed boun- 
dary between that territory and Missouri, which 
had created so much excitement as to render it ne- 
cessary that the true boundary should at once be 
defined. 


The reports from the various departments usually 
presented at the commencement of congress were 
read, and appropriately referred: such as that from 
the department of state containing an account of 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of the govern- 
ment for the year 1839, &c. the annual report of 
the secretary of the treasury on the state of the 
finances, &c. . 

Mr. Wright moved to refer the latter documents 
to the committee on finance, and that 1,500 addi- 
tional copies be printed; which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, 5,000 additional copies 
of the message were ordered to be printed, making 
the number 10,000. 

On motion of Mr. Buchanan, 3,500 copies were 
added to the report on the finances, making 5,000 


in all. 


Petitions were presented by Mr. Wright, Mr. 
Preston, Mr. Merrick, Mr. Ruggles and others. 

The private bilis, of which notice has before 
been given, as introduced by Messrs. Wright, 
Walker, Wall, Hubbard, Critiend-n and _ others, 
were twice read, and appropriately referred. 

The following public bills were introduced, read 
twice, and referred: 

By Mr. Wright: A bill more effectnally to secure 
the public money in the hands of officers and agents 
of the government, and to punish defaulters. 

By Mr. Wall: A bill to prevent the counterfeit- 
ing of foreign coin, and thus to provide for certain 


crimes against the United States, 


By Mr. Walker: A bill to establish a permanent 
pre-emption system, and one in relation to certain 
railways and rivers in Mississippi. 

By Mr. Clay, of Alabama: A bill for the reduc- 
tion and graduation of the price of public lands. 

By Mr. Smith, of Indiana: A bill to grant to the 
state of Indiana a quantity of land for constructing 
a rail road from mount Carmel to New Albany. 

By Mr. Davis: A bill to refund the money paid, 
and to cancel the bonds given, to secure the duties 
on vessels and their cargoes employed in the whale 
fisheries, 
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By Mr. Prentiss; A bill to establish a board of 


— 


commissioners {o hear and examine claims against 


the United States; also, a bill granting a pension to 

Lemuel White, and a bili for the relief of Marga- 
ref Barnes. a ‘ 

Mr. Pierce submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be 
instructed to report, as soon as may be py apa a 
bill for the equalization of the pay of the officers. the 
line and staff of the army. ost 

Mr, Smith, of Indiana, submitted the following: 

_ Resolved, That the committee on roads and canels 
bé instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation to continue the construction of the 
Cumberland road in the states of Ohio, Indiana and 
Iilinois, the ensuing year. And that said committee 
also inquire into the expediency of appropriating a sum 
of money sufficient to complete said road to Jeflerson 
city, Missouri, to be paid over to the several sta‘es 
within whose limits the road is to be constructed, in 
annual instalments, as the same may be required, to 
ensure an economical, energetic, and speedy comple- 
tion of the work: Provided, the ‘states will agree to ac- 
cept the appropriation and apply it to the object in- 
tended, and discharze the generat goveriiment from 
any further appropriations: And provided, also, that the 
states have authority to lay and collect a toll on said 
road sufficient to keep it in repair after its construction, 
and shall allow the arms and munitions of war of the 
general government to pass on the same toll free. 

On motion, the senate adjourned to Friday morn- 


ing. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Friday, Dec. 20. <A variety of prprenoes and 
points of order having at length been withdrawn, 
the house ultimately arrived at a conclusive vote in 
relation to the right of the New Jersey delegation. 
The resolution as modified and offered by Mr. Evans, 
was in the following words: 

Resolved, That the representatives of the 26th con- 
gress of the United States now present do advise and 
request the speaker to administer the oath required by 
law to the five gentlemen from the state of New Jersey 
who have presented credentials to the speaker and de- 
mand to be sworn. 


The previous question was put and carried, and 
the main question being on the adoption of the re- 
solution, the yeas and nays were demanded, and be- 
ing taken, resulted as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, 
Sim. H. Anderson, Andrews, Barnard, Bell, Biddle, 
Black, Bond, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, 
Calhoun, J. Campbell, Wm. B. Campbell, Carter, 
Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Colquitt, Jas. Cooper, Mark 
A. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, 
Cushing, E. Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, 
Dennis, Dillett, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, 
James Garland, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Gid- 
dings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, 
Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, W. 5. Hastings, 
Henry, John Hil, of Va. Hoffman, Hopkins, Hunt, 
James, C. Johnston, Wm. Cost Johnson, King, *Law- 
rence, Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, Mercer, Mitchell, 
Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, 
Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, Proffit, Randall, 
Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Ridgway, Russell, Salton- 
stall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Trueman Smith, Stan- 
ly, Storrs, Steuart, Taliaferro, W. Thompson, Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, P. J. 
Wagner, Warren, E. D. White, John White, T. W. 
Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, C. H. 
Williams, S. Williams, Wise—112. 


Nays—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, A. G. Brown, Burke, 8. 
H. Butler, W. O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cross, 
Dana, Davee, John Davis, J. W. Davis, De la Mon- 
tayne, Duan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl; East- 
man, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, 
Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, 
Hawkins, John Hill, of N. Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, 
Holmes, Hook, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, 
Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, N. Jones, John. W. 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, 
Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, 
Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, §. 
W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter. Parris, Ps n- 
ter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Rives, Robinson, Edward Rogers, Samuels, 
Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas 
Smith, Starkweather, Steinrod, Strong, Sumter, Swea- 
ringen, Sweeny, Taylor, Francis ‘Themas, Philip F. 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, D. 
D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, J. W. Wil- 
liams, H. Williams—116, 

So the resolution was rejected. 


Mr. Hoffman then moved a resolution that the 
house adopt, for the space of ten days, the rules of 
the last house of representatives, with the excep- 
tion of the 11th, (whieh prescribes that in the elec- 
tion of officers the house shall vote diva voce), and 
in the mean time to refer the rules to a committee 
to revise and report them for final adoption. 


On this motion a debate sprung up, which tooka 





wide range, and in which many members. partici- 
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pated. it continued until 9 o’clock, when, with- 
out deciding the question, i 
The house adjourned. 


Saturday, Dec. 21. The debate upon Mr. Hoff- 
man’s resolution was restimed. Mr. Hunt advocat- 
‘ed the ballot system. Mr. ges ee spoke of the 
rules and orders. Mr: Saltoristall defended the bal- 
lot system. Mr. Bell followed in reply to Mr. By- 
num and Mr. Pickens; contending that executive 
influence had been‘exerted in this house, and that 
he could prove it. Mr. Cushing followed, in de- 
fence of the constitutionality of the viva voce system 
of voting. -Mr. Fillmore, of N.Y. contended that 
it was not, and expressed much surprise that so able 
a lawyer as Mr. C. should defend such a position. 

Mr. Alford, of Geo. made some remarks, and mov- 
ed the previous question. [Mr. Sianly, made 
some remarks in allusionto Mr. Pickens and certain 
friends of the administration}. 

Mr. Hoffman, of N. Y. then got the floor. Some 
one remarked that he had not a right to the floor. 

Then I have it by consent, said Mr. Hoffman. 

For himself he was not very narticular about this 
system. He thought it the most democratic and the 
best, and believed that its adoption would do much 
to diminish executive power in the house of repre- 
sentatives. 

The resolution to adopt the rules and orders of 
the last congress was carried, and the viva voce sys- 
tem was sustained, 142 to 87. 

Mr. Stanly, of N. C. then gave notice that as op- 
portoned, offered he would present a resolution that 
the public printing be done by contract in the city 
of Washington, and given to the lowest bidder who 
shall give good security, &c. 

Mr. Bynum then offered a resolution that this 
house will now proceed to the election of a clerk, 
public printer, seargeant-at-arms, door keeper, &c. 

Mr. Proffit moved to strike out public printer. 

A member moved the previous question, which 
was carried. 


The following was the result of the ballot for 
clerk. 


Whole number of votes, 231 
Necessary toa choice, 116 
H. A. Garland, 118 
M, St. Clair Clarke, 105 


Richard C. Mason, 8 


Mr. Garland was nominated by Mr. Dromgoole, 
of Va.; Mr. Clarke, by Mr. Corwin, of Ohio; and 
Mr. Mason, by Mr. Hopkins, of Va. 

The speaker swore in Mr. Garlanil, and the house 
proceeded to the election of sergeant at arms, 

Roderick Dorsey and Dr. Win. Jones were nommi- 
nated. The tellers at 6o’clock declared the whole 
number of votes to be 217—necessary toa choice 
109. 
Mr, Dorsey had 141 
Mr. Jones, 76 

Mr. Dorsey was declared duly elected and was 
sworn in accordingly. 

Mr. Evereti, of Vt. here moved that the election 
of the public printer, door keeper and assistant door 
keeper, be postponed until Monday next—the mo-. 
tion was carried, and then 

Mr. Everett submitted another, that the speaker 
appoint a committee to unite with the commitee of 
the senate to wait upon the president and inform 
him of the readiness of the two blouses to receive 
the president’s message. 

‘The motion was sustained, and the house ad- 
journed at six o’clock. 


Monday, Dec. 23. The house of representatives 
came to order at noon, and the journal of Saturday 
having been read, was correeted in respect to its 
record. of a vote of Mr. Hook, of Pennsylvania, 
which had been given one way and set down ano- 
ther. 

A message was received from the senate appris- 
ing the house'that a quorum of the senate are in at- 
tendance anil ready to proceed to business; and 
also, that they had appointed’a joint comtnittee on 
their part to wait upon the president of the United 
States and inform him that the two houses are’ or- 

tized and ready to recéive any communicatiun 

e may be pleased to make; and that the members 
of the committee on the part of the senate were, 
Mr. Wright, of New York, and Mr. Allen, of Ken- 
tucky.. 

iceeepen, Mr. Ramsey, of Pennsylvania, mov- 
ed that a. message be sent to the senate apprising 
that bedy. that»this house is duly organized and 
prepared to proceed to business. , ; 

Mr. Vanderpoel inquired whether this resolution, 
if adopted, would interfere with that to go into the 
election of officers of the house? ’ 

The chair replying in the negative, the resolution 
was adopted; and ‘Messrs, Hvereit and Ramsey were 

pomited on the part of theehouse to join those on 

part of-the! senate-in waiting on the president. 


* 





The house then proceeded to the election of a 
doorkeeper; when Mr. Duvis, of Indiana, nominat- 
ed J. E. Dow; Mr. Briggs nominated Mr. Foilans- 
bee (the present incumbent); and Mr. Lewis nomi- 
nated Mr. J. Houston. 

The house voted viva voce, and the vate resulted 
as follows: Total number of votes given 213; ne- 
cessary toa choice 110; of which 


Mr. Follansbee received 130 
Mr. Dow, 73 
Mr. Houston, 15 


Mr. Follansbee was declared to be duly elect- 
ed. 
The house then, by resolution, reappointed Mr. 
Hunter as assistant doorkeeper, and Mr. McCor- 
nick as postmaster of the house. 

The house next proceeded to the subject of the 
printer to the house. . 

Mr. Cave Johnson moved that there be a call of 
the house; which was agreed to, and the house 
was called, and the doors closed. 

Messrs. Beirne, Grinnell, Hawes, Jenifer, Mercer, 
Rogers, of S. C. Weller and Worthington, were 
found absent, and were, by a vote, excused. (Se- 
veral of these gentlemen afterwards appeared. ) 

Further proceedings on the call having been dis- 
pensed with— 

Mr. Everelt, from the joint committee appointed 
to wait upon the president, reported that the pre- 
sident would communicate to both houses of con- 
gress his message, in writing, at 12 o’clock to- 
morrow. 


Mr. Stanly wished to offer the following resolu- 
tion, which was read for information, viz: 

Resolved, That the printing and binding of the house 
of representatives shall be furnished by contract, notice 
of which shall’be given in the publie prints of Wash- 
ington city for days; it being made a_ condition 
that the work shall be done in the city of Washington; 
and the contract shall in each ease be given tothe low- 
est bidder, whose bid shall be accompanied wit! pro- 
per testimonials of the ability of the bidder to fulfil his 
contract. ? 

The resolution not being now in order— 

Mr. Stanly moved to postpone the order of the 
day, in order to have it taken up and considered be- 
fore going into the election of a printer. 


Mr. Andercon, of Ky. moved the following as an 
amendment;. which Mr. Stanly accepted as a modi- 
fication of his resolution, viz: 

Resolved, 'That the execution of the order made on 
the 2ist instant, in relation to the election of a public 
printer, be postponed for the present, and that the whole 
subject of the publie printing be referred to a select 
comnnittee of five members, with instructions to inquire 
into the expediency of Jetting out the printing to the 
lowest bidder, who shall furnish satisfactory evidence 
of his fidelity and ability to execute it. 

Resolved, further, ‘That said committee inquire into 
the expediency of separating the public printing from 
the newspaper presses of the country, and that, if ex- 
pedient, they report the most practicable plan of having 
the printing executed. 

olved, also, That said committee report to this 
house what amount of money can be saved by the go- 
vernment by the adoption of either of the plans above 
suggested, and, until said committee shall make report, 
all further proceedings in relation to the election of a 
public printer be suspended. 

Mr. Anderson supported his resolutions in a brief 
speech, in which, without claiming to be intimate- 
ly acquainted with the details of the subject, he 
stated that he had been informed by an experienced 
member of the house thatthe annual expetise of the 
public printing amounted to about $360,000, and 
that the profits night average about thirty-three and 
a third percent. The rates of printing had been 
fixed. many years ago, and whether the cost of ma- 
terials and labor remained the same now as at that 
time was a subject which déserved a serious inqui- 
ry by the house. Mr. A. had no purpose of embar- 
rassing the legitimate operations of the government; 
far from it; he should be ready at all times to vote 
for all necessary, proper, and economical expendi- 
tures for the public service, but ' 

Mr. Vanderpoel here rose to order. 

Mr. Sherrod Williams required him to reduce his 
point of order to writing. 

While he was doing so— 

Mr. W. Thompson, amidst many calls. to order, 
read.a resolution he lad intended to introduce, re- 
ferring the whole subject of the public printing to 
a committee, with instructions to give it to the 
lowest bidder, &c. 

Mr: Vanderpoel’s point of order was understood 
to amonnt to this: that the previous question having 
on Saturday, been called on the resolution to go 
into an election of the officers of the house, it. was 
out of order to introduce resolutions postponing that 
election or setting it aside. 

* ‘The chair replied that the previous question had 
expended its force when the main question had 
been taken on that resolution. 
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f Mr. Anderson resumed, and went ‘on to remark 


on the reduction which had taken place in the 
rates of printing throughout the country within a 
few years, owing to the introdaetion of steam’ and 
other improveinents. His object’ was to have a 
committee inquire into the subject; and see what 
retrenchment could with justice add) propriety be 
effected.. He was told that in Massachusetts the 
public printing was executed in a better manner 
and for half the price which was paid here, &e: &c. 

Mr. W. Thompson followed. He was satisfied, 
he said, with the resolution of the gentleman from 
Kentucky, and should not therefore press his own. 
He had been denouncing the present administra- 
tion for these two years past as looking one way 
anc rowing another, making the loudest prolessions 
of patriotism and economy, and contradicting them 
all by its daily practice. He wished to bring it 
now up to the scratch. Here was a test of its sin- 
cerity; here was the experimentum crucis. Here 
was au opportunity to show whether they really de- 
sired to practise that economy of which they were 
eternally talking; and he did not believe the boldest 
of their friends would dare to vote against this re- 
solution. If they did, how would matters stand?— 
On the one side, there was a desire to ascertain, by 
a committee, whether the public printing could not 
be done cheaper than at present; on the other side 
was a determination to reward, at whatever public 
cost, a partisan press, for it would amount to 
nothing less than a clear donation'of the difference 
between what was given and the stin for which the 
work might be performed. Mr. T. said he wished 
to bring down the hard money gentlemen to the saine 
level with the rest of the community. If it was a 
good thing, let us have enough of it; and he should 
therefore move hereafter a resolution to reduce the 
salaries of all public officers. There was a little more 
specie in the country than if the hard :noney hum- 
bug was actually enforced. Every man in the com- 
munity had had his income reduced. All had been 
reduced by necéssity to practise not econoiny mere- 
ly, but actual stinginess, in their expenditures.— 
These gentlemen in office had had their salaries 
fixed at the time prices were high, and why should 
they alone remain unaffected by the general dis- 
tress? Was this government to be administered 
merely for the benefit of afew pets? He trusted 
not. Atall events gentlemen ought to come up to 
the chalk, and vote at once upon this resolution.— 
Come up toitthey shonld. The country should 
see whether their professions were sound or hollow. 
They might hope to evade it, Dut they were not 
able. Vote they must; and by that vote the nation 
would find out whether they were the true friends 
of an economical administration of the government, 
or whether they desired it to be so administered as 
to fill the pockets of a few partisan pets in office. 

Mr. Vunderpoel said he wished he could be satis- 
fied with the patriotism of the gentlemen from 
South Carolina (Mr. Thompson) and from Ken- 
tucky (Mr. Graves), coming as it did’so late. There 
had been a squabble of this kind two years ago last 
September, at the extra session, at which time he 
(Mr. V.) was hot a member; and he hoped that 
gentlemen were hot about toshow that circumstan- 
ces altered principles as well as eases. It would be 
remembered that at the special session, Mr. Allen 
had been elected printer, and that the work had 
been execu'ed at another shop. T'wo months elapsed 
and the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
Thompson ) and the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
Graves), for anght he (Mr. V.) knew to the con- 
trary, stood as silent as the grave. Where were 
these advocates of economy then, when they could 
have given notice of a bill to reduce the prices?— 
Were they not chargeable with the sin of omission 
in permitting the old :-gulations in relation to the 
public printing to remain? He did not impeach 
their motives; but he knew that, five or six months 
ago the sober second thought of the péople had been 
fully expressed in all the states. ‘“Thé voice of In- 
diana, of regenerated Tennessee, of North Caroli- 
na, of Mississippi, had spoken; but the échoes of 
their sober second thotight had not then’ Feached 
the ears of these gentlemén before they reached 
here at the last session of congress. Where were 
the gentlemen then, that they did not rise in their 
places and give notice of a bill to reduce these ex- 
petises in some degree—to lighten the burden upon 
the people? 

The: resolution proposed to postpone the exeen- 
tion of the’ order of the house. As tre had said, 
these same scenes had been enacted there two or 
three years ago. He had this morning lookéd at 
the debate which then took place, and at some’ of 
the votes. He hoped, as he had said, that the 


would now see whether circumstances altered’ 
ciples as well as cases. By common co 
then been agreed that it was better” ay 
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te.congress to pass a jaw to reduce the prices of 
the public printeng, if it snould be feund necessary 
and proper. Was not this the best course now?—~ 
Geatiemes. wanted to refer the subject to a commit- 
tee... How «was the house to get the president’s 
message and other documents printed in the mean 
time whilst the committee was deliberating? No 
gentleman bad made that suggestion. He believed 
they had all made.up ‘their minds what was best to 
be done, and. it had oveurred to him—for every man 
had, his. notions, as the Yankee would say—whether 
or not, the, same demonstrations would have been 
made if,there had been a ditferent state of things. 
He did not méan to say any thing about it, for he 
knew nothing, _. i | 

Mr. Thompson (by permission of Mr. Vander- 

el, who yielded the floor-for that purpose) here 

a id that the, gentleman. from New York 
nd. that he (Mr, T.)had been consistent 
his subject,.and had maintained and voted 
. same proposition two years ago, 
_ Mr. Pondeepoet continued. Believing. to say 
the least of it, that this proposition was impractica- 
ble for all present purposes, he moved to lay the 
resolution on the table. . , 

TM Moacosstben, dareicet cries of order). He 
stafed that he was, not.about to speak; he desired 
gentlemen to come up to the vote atonce, The 
gentleman from New York (Mr. Vanderpoel) had 
paired off with a colleague, and he (Mr. M.) hoped 
that if the gentleman’s vote could not go to his con- 
i his speech might. 

‘he chair called to order. 

Mr. Vanderpoelasked leave to reply to the obser- 
vations of the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
Monroe). : 

Cries of ‘order!’ ‘*Go on!’’] 

r, Lewis Williams demanded the yeas and 
nays on the motion to lay the resolution on. the 
table; which were ordered. 

Mr: &. Garland, said it had been stated that the 
gentleman, from New York (Mr. Vanderpoel) had 
paired off...He (Mr. R.) asked if it was proper for 
a gentleman to be making speeches and motions 
here, when he was bound by a pledge of honor not 
to vote. 

Mr. Monroe explained. The gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Varderpoel) had paired off with 
his colleague, but he had done so with the declara- 
tion that he reserved. to himself the right to speak 
on all questions that night come up. 

Mr, Pickens inquised if the question before the 
house was on the motion to lay on the table. 

The speaker replied affirmatively. 

Mr. Pickens appealed to Mr. Vaaderpoel to with- 
draw tke motion, aud that gentleman consented to 
do so on the pledge of Mr. P. to rénew it. 

Mr. Pickens said that, as he was somewhat in- 
terested in this question, he desired to make a few 
remarks. 

At the extra session of 1837, he (Mr, P.) had 
made a motion (there being then, as now, some 
difficulty existing) as to this very point—that was 
to say, that the public printing should be given to 
the lowest bidder, like all other contracts, aud that 
the clerk should superintend it. He believed that 
the motion was carried, but, from some difficulty 
which arose in its execution, (if he mistook not), 
the motion or resolution was within a short time 
afterwards not exactly repealed, but another mo- 
tion was introduced as a substitute. 

At that. time: he had examined the law of 1819, 
which preseribed the mode and manner in which 
the public printing should be executed, and fixed 
the prices which should be paid; and he confessed 
that he found some difficulty as to the mode the 
house had adopted, considering that that law was 
fully in operation... He believed, as he had said, 
that the house had substituted another order. 

I take occasion here (continusd Mr. P.) to say 
that l.concur entirely in the views which have 
been expressed by the gr oneman from Kentucky, 
and that L pledge myself to go for a. law which will 
place this matter on a different basis; and I hope 
that the session will not expire without the adop- 
tion. of some such law. 1 would be in favor of 
making an appropriation for the purchase of types, 
paper and. every thing requisite for fitting out an 
establishment; at which. congress. might have its 
own printing executed, under the management of a 
superintendent. And a provision should be made 
that the superintendentshould be disconnected with 
any political press.of the day. These have long 
bee» #y opinions, and, I, have never hesitated to 
avow them... 1 .thiak the question is worthy the 
consideration .of congress. I know of nothing 
which would produce a more radical,and beneficial 
reform... 

Sir, 1 have felt this question. pressing .upon me 
ina peculiar, manner—putting us,.ad»it does, ges- 
sion after session, in the:pitiful and disgraceful at+ 









will. leave us entirely without a public printer.— 











litude of canvassing forithe. political organs of) the 
day precisely as we do wt the hustings, I con 
sider it beneath the dignity of this hetse to be can- 
vassing and scrambling to give office to this editor 
or that editor, who may be sustaining One! party.or 
another. J have pledged myself to go forsuch a 
law as I bave spoken of before the session ends; I 
will not say that I will myself introduce the law, 
but, if mo other gentleman does so, I will. The 
great and practical question, however, now before us 
is, how shall we execute the public printing at the 
present time? By what swwode? Itis ne¢essary that 
the public printing should be done in some way or 
other, The jaw of 1829 fixed the time, the mode 
and the manner; and I suggest to gentlemen whether 
it be exactly competent for the house to repeal the 
law at once, without the action of the other body, 
and before we can substitute another plan. This 


That law fixed that one congress should elect a 
printer for the next.congress;' that is, for. the pur- 
pose of enabling him to have in readiness bis ma- 
terials, presses, &c. and thus to be in a condition 
to execute the printing immediately on the meet- 
ing of congress. But for the last four or five years, 
I believe, that part of the Jaw has been neglected, 
and we have elected a printer at the opening of the 
session, which has been a great inconvenience. 

As to the argument of my colleague.(Mr. W. 
Thompson) in regard to the reduction in the price 
of labor and the reduction of the circulating medium 
being so great as to produce a corresponding reduc: 
tion upon profits and capital, I have only to say, in 
answer to this, that congress has power, even after 
the election of printer, to alter the law, to reduce 
the prices, and to place the whole matter, by law, 
upon a new and more satisfactory foundation. I 
do not hold myself bound to give the present printer 
the prices of the law of 1819. We may elect a 
printer to-day, and we may pass a law to-morrow; 
and, if we find that he is ree¢iving inore than pro- 
per prices, let congress alter the law and fix the 
prices. I do not hesitate to say that we have the 
power to do so at any time; and J pledge myself to 
go for a reduction in that department, if it is shown 
to be reasonable and just, But again the question 
meets us, how shall we get along in the mean time? 
The public printing must be done. 

Mr. P. adverted to the departure of the house 
from its order of Saturday, by a process which he 
did not exactly comprehend; and then, in redemp- 
tion of his pledge given, renewed the motion of Mr. 
Vanderpoel to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. Hoffman asked for the reading of the last 
section of the law of 1819. Hedid this because 
be was placed in the same situation ag the gentie 
ian who had just taken his seat. He (Mr. H.) 
had voted against the resolution at the extra ses- 
sion, believing the law binding upon their proceed- 
ings, ana believing that they could not by a resolu- 
tion of one body repealthatlaw. He wished there- 
fore, to have the law read to see what its limitation 
was. 

And the following section of the law of 1819 was 
read accordingly. 


“That, as soon as this resolution shall have been ap- 
poores hy the president of the United States, each 
ouse shall proceed to ballot for a printer, to execute 
its work during the next congress; and the pei hav- 
ing the greatest number of votes shall be considered 
duly elected; and shall give bond, with sureties, to. the 
satisfaction of the secretary of the senate and clerk of the 
house of representatives, respectively, for. the prompt, 
accurate, and neat execution of the work; and in case 
any inconvenient delay should be at any time experi- 
enced by either house, in the delivery of its work, the 
secretary and clerk, respectively may be authorised to 
employ another printer toexecute any portion of the 
work of the senate or house, and charge the excess, in 
the account of such printer, for exe uting such ‘work, 
above what is herein allowed, to the printer guilty of 
such negligence and delay: Provided, That nothing 
herein contained shall preclude the choice of the 
same printer by the senate and by the house of repve- 
sentatives.” 

Mr. Briggs said there was asnbsequent resolution, 
passed in #829, which, in some respects, made a 
change. He asked that ii- be read. 

The clerk then read the jaw af 1829, in the words 
following: ; 

“ Resolved by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of America, in congress assembled. 
That, within thirty days -before the adjournment of 
every congress, each house shall proceed. to, vote for a 
printer to execute its work for and during the succeed- 
wig congress, and the person haying the majority of all 
the votes given Shall be considered duly elected; and 
that so much of the resolution approved the third day 
of Maich, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, 
enti'léd ‘a resolution directing the manner in which the 
printing of congress shali be executed, fixing the prices 
thereof, and providing for the appoimtment of a printer 


house directly to the 


ject. 


Mr, Cushing asked to have twe or three seutences 
read, to show what was the eticet af the fates how 
fixed. Mr. C. (though the authority: quoted by 
him was not distinctly heard by the reporter) was 
understood to refer to a report made by Mr. John- 
son, of Teunessee, in the 24th congress, from which 
it appeared that the sum of $2 20 was the rate here 
bead for that which, in Boston, could be done Jor one 

ollar. 7 


Mr. Giddings called for the reading of the resolu- 
tion; which, having been read— fy: 


Mr. Lewis Williams (amidst cries of ‘order?’ ) 


said he would state, in answer to ‘the question how 
‘the printing should be done in the mean time, that 
the 


ouse could give a special order for the printing 
of any document. i 


Mr. Stanly inquired of the chair whether, if the 
notion to lay on the table prevailed, the effect would 
not be to bring the house tothe election of printer, 
and thus to disregard all the propositions which had 
been made on the score of economy. Es. ® 


The speaker said that if the motion to ‘lay on 
the table prevailed, the effect would be to bring the 
question of the election of 

printer. an v4 
Mr. Hopkins called for the reading of a report 
of a select committee, heretofore made on this gsub- 


The speaker said the document could be read by 
consent. 

Mr. Turney objected to the reading. 

Mr. Graves said this was certainly a very appro- 
priate document to be read. 

Mr. Hopkins proceeded to say that much. reflec- 
tion bad been bestowed on the subject by the gen- 
tleinan who was at the head of the coinmittee. 

Mr. Turney presisting. in his objectivn. , 

Mr. Lewis Williams inoved that the document be 
reat. 

Mr. Turney moved to lay that motion on. the 
table. 

Mr. L. Williams called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. | 

Mr. Briggs inquired of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Hopkins) what the document was, 

Mr. Hopkins explained that it was the report of a 
select committee raised at the last session of con- 
gress on the memorial of Francis P. Blair, and of 
which the gentleman from N. Carolina (Mr. MéKay) 
was chairinan. 

Mr. Wise was understood to say that this report 
had never been acted upon, and that its contents 
were not known even to the old members. 


Mr. Hopkins was understood to say he had been 
given to understand that this report had been sealed 
up, and had not yet been opened. 

And the question on the motion to lay. on the 
tabie the motion to read the report was then taken 
and decided in the negative; yeas 107, nays 116, 

So the motion to lay on the table was rejected. 


The question recurring on the motion of Mr. 
Lewis Williams, (which was in the following 
words): 

Resolved. That the report of the select committee 
raised during the last congress upon the memorial of 
F. P. Blair, recommending a change in the mannér of 
executing the public printing, be read by the clerk for 
the information of the house; also the résolutions of the 
said committee appended to the said report: 

Mr. Smith, of Maine, moved to amend the! mo- 
tion by including the reading of all the report so far 
as it related to the public printing. | 

Mr. S. said his object was to have ali the infor- 
mation that the committee had obtained ia the 
course of their investigation. 

Mr. Lewis Williams said he had no objection to 
include the whole docuinent. 

Mr. Galbraith here made the following point of 
order: . 

The point of order is, that a motion. having been 
mare to lay the resolution of the gentleman. from 
Kentucky on the table, and the yeas and nays.or- 
dered on that motion, the «notion of the Batis f sen 
from North Carolina for the reading of a certain do+ 
susnent, the same having been objected to, is.not.in 
order, 

The chair decided the motion to be in order, 


Mr. Smith, of Maine, said he had. offered -the 
amendment because he thonght that the resohition 
of the gentlernan from. North Carotina» was not full 
enough, His resolution inciwled only soumnch of 
the document as reeommended a change, without 
any of the reasons which operated upon the:com- 
mittee for making the change. He wished Tor Kear 
all, thongl he thought there might be some develop- 
ments which might not. be palatable'to some: gen> 
themen. , Y 

Mr. W. Thompson said that he was in favor of 
the amendinent—he was for reading all. > He was 





or printers,’ as isaltered by this resolation, be, and the 
same ig hereby, rescinded.” of 


-_--- 
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understood to add, that the iaw of 1819, to which 
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is colleague.( Mr, Pickens) had referred, and which 
roe dh oar te bh read, was nothing tore thawa 
jou. resolution, susceptible of sepeal at any thine.— 
Tt commenced with saying that the printing of con- 
gress should be done in the way therein set forth, 
“except when otherwise specially ordered.” 

‘Borne further conversation having ensued on an 
se na point of order, (not material to this re- 

rt)— 

Per, Wise said that they were there bona fide seek- 
ing for iniormation ona. point of statistics. They 
wished merely to know the difference between the 
expense of printing done by private contract, and 
printing done in the usual mole by the election of a 
pubdli¢ printer. Ifthe house was to be turned aside 
from this important question to go into a controver- 
sy founded upon the inemorial of Francis P. Blair, 
there was no telling how much time might be con- 
sumed. Certainly the house would net go through 
a voluininous repoit, which might occupy its atten- 
tion forthe remainder of this week, when all that 
was really essential might be read in fifteen minutes. 
if they went into the report now, they would be 
turning out the whole business Of the house to enter 
on one of the most bitter, small, and contemptible 
matters that occupied the time of a portion of the 
last congress. 

Mr. Vanderpoel said that fair play wasa jewel 
more precious than any that glittered in the diamond 
inines of Golconda, or that lay imbebbed in the 
green waters of Oman. I! any part of the report 
was read, he should go for reading all. 

_ Mr. Smith said the report was not so formidable 
as the gentleman froin Virginia (Mr. Wise) sup- 
posed. Instead of consuming the balance of this 
week, it would scarcely take the balance of the day. 
It was a report full of valuable information; and, 
however high might be the respect he entertained 
for the committee that made it, he was not disposed 
to take the statistical facts or opinions which the in- 
vestigation of that committee might have spread be- 
fore tnem, without looking into the whole report 
and into the grounds on which it was founded. He 
wanted all the light that the report could give them; 
he had no idea of being confined to any detached 

art. 

. And the question having been thentaken, the 
amendment was agreed to. 

And the question recurring on the resolution as 
amended, some further discussion, directed chiefly 
to a point of order, arose. 

Aiter which the question was taken, and the re- 
solution, as ainended, was agree: to. 

The clerk then proceeded to read the report; and 
having concluded— 

Mr. Campbell, of Tennessee, rose and said that 
he should like to learn from the chairman of the se 
leet committee whether the report was ever agreed 
to. 

Mr. McKay replied that a meeting of the com. 
mittee had been held on Saturday evening, and a 
majority of it agreed to the report. The resclution 
of his colleague calling for the reading of the re- 
port required also that the resolutions of the com- 
mittee should be read. The resolutions were not 
among the papers,and he did not known where 
they were; though, perhaps, they might be in his 
desk at home. He would state the substance of 
them, which were two in number only. The first 
was amendatory of the joint resolution of 1819, 
which made certain regulations with regard to the 
size of the pages and other matters, which only 
ptactical printers conld understand. The vther re- 
solation was, that the heads of departments should 
be required to have their reports and accompanying 
documents printed during the recess of congress by 
contract, so that they might be laid on the desks of 
members at the opening of the session. Thema 
jority, ot the committee were in favor of having the 
yublic printing done by contract, because they be- 

ieved it would be done as well and cheaper than if 
done by the printer of the house. The committee 
were désirous that the experiment shotld first be 
made of doing the printing by contract for the de- 
partments, before doing it for this house. Tiiey 
wished to see how it would work with regard to 
them. The committee were of the opinion that the 
rule ought to be repealed which required separate 
sets of documents to be furnished to each member, 
and that only one set should be printed, as it was 
the cominon practice to look at them, and then 
throw most of them under their desks; so that, by the 
time the session closed, the floor was covered with 
useless doctinents. The adoption of thie new rule 
would save $3,000 a year. Anotler rule they 
wished adopted was, that, if the same document 
was required by each house, the order to print it 
should be made by ore house only. By the adop- 
tion of this arrangement, a preat deal of imoney 
would be saved to the country. Mr. McK. con- 
cluded by saying that he was perfectly willing to 





go with those gentlemen who were in favor of adopt- 


ing the contract systein—of doing it consistantly 

with sie provisions of the joiut resolution of 1819. 

Mr. Bond asked for the reading of the resoiu-/ 
tions of the couunittee. 

Mr. Petrikin was understood to object to the 
reading of the resolutions. 

Mr. Bund said he was not satisfied with a mere 
verbal account of the resolutions. He insisted on 
the resolutions theinselves being read. He wished 
to know whether there was a resolution appended to 
the report recommending that the printing shoul! 
be given to the lowest bidder? [Loud cries of ‘‘or- 
der! order!” “Question! question!"’} 

Mr. Peirikin repeated his objection ‘to the read- 
ing of the resolutions. 

Mr. McKay saic that he had told the house the 
character of the resolutions, and that they had been 
mislaid. The resolutions were in conformity to the 
report. - 

Mr. Bond. The gentleman must account for the 
resolutions. 

The speaker calied the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
Bond) to order. / 

Mr. Wise wished to know whether the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania (Mr. Petrilin) had a right 
to object to an order of the house? 

The speaker stated that the order of the house 
was, that the report and resolutions of the select 
coumittee be read. , 

Mr, Wise asked if it was not in order to inquire 
what had become of the resolutions which were or- 
dered to be read together with the report. He wish- 
ed no person to account for them but the member of 
the house in whose possession they had been. 

Mr. Bell moved that the gentleman from North 
Carolina have leave to state what was the substance 
and character of the resolutions adopted by the 
cominittee. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. W. Thompson, 
Hillen and Briggs, 

Mr. McKay rewarked that no resolution had been 
adopted by the committee that all the public print- 
ing should be done by contract—only that required 
by the depastments. 

[Here Mr. McKay found the resolutions, and sent 
them to the clerk, who read them to the house. } 

The question pending being the motion to lay the 
resolutions of the gentleman from Kentucky, ( Mr. 
Anderson), on the table. 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and being 
ordered, and taken, were—yeas 114, nays 107. 

So the resolutions was laid on the table. 


Mr. Bynum then oifered the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That this house will forthwith proceea to 
the election of a public printer, who shall discharge the 
duties of printer until otherwise ordered. 

Resolved, That a select committee of five members 
be appointed to report to this house what means can be 
adopted to have the public printing executed in the best 
manner, and atthe least possible cost, and that said 
committee report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Bynum subsequently withdrew the above re- 
solutions, and offered the following which were 
read: : 

Resolved, That the clerk of this house be authorised 
to employ some suitable person or persons (0 execute 
the necessary printing ,of abie house, in the manner 
prescribed by the joint resolution of 1819, until other- 
wise directed by the house. 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to 
inquire whether the public printing of this house ean- 
not be better and cheaper done by coniract than by 
the existing mode. 


Mr. Garland, of La. noved to suspend the further 
execution of the order of Saturday last, in order to 
take up the resolutions oifered by the gentleman 
from North Carolina, (Mr. Bynum). | 

The yeas and nays being demanded, were order- 
ed, and, being taken, were: yeas 134, nays 87. 

So the house refused to suspend the order. 


The house was then proceeding to the execution 
of the order of Saturday last, viz: to eleet a public 
printer, and Mr. Smith, of Maine, had risen and no- 
ininated Blair and Rives, when 

Mr. Slade rose and moved that the further exe- 
cution of the order of Saturday last be postponed 
indefinately, in order to take up the resolution of- 
fered by Mr. Bynum. 

The speaker decided the moiion to be inorder. _ 

Mr. Cave Johnson appealed from the decision of 
the chair. 

And the yeas and nays were demanded. 

A long discussion then ensued on the point of 
order, in which Messrs Bell, ‘Petrikin, Jameson, 
Slade, Briggs, Lewis, of Alabawa, Chapman, Til- 
linghast and Holleman participated. 

When the appeal and the motion for the inde finite 
postpanement of the further execution of the order 
of Saturday were withdrawn. 5 py aca’ 

Mr. Sherrod Williams then moved an adjourn- 
ment, , 


ae 


: anennmeeed 
And the yeas and nays being demanded and 
taken, were: yeas 210, nays 106. 

So the house adjourned until 12 o’clock to-mor- 
row, 

Tuesday, Dec. 24. The president’s message was 
received, by the hands of Mr. Van Baren, his pri- 
vate secrttary, and was read at the clerk’s table. 

[For the message, see this day’s proceedings of 
the senate, page 279. ] 

The message having been read, Mr. Petrikin 
moved that the message and accompanying docu- 
ments be Jaid upon the table, and be printed. 

Mr. Vanderpoel hoped no motion would be enter- 
tained which would interfere with the execution of 
the order of the house of the 21st instant. 

Mr. Petrikin withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Lewis Williams renewed the motion. 


A.desultory conversation, here ensued as to the 
usual disposition of the message, and as to the num- 
ber of copies that should be printed; m which 
Messrs. Vanderpoel, Wise, L. Williums, Briggs, 
Smith, Giddings, Graves, Dromgoele, Pope, Bynum, 
Turney and Stanly participated. 

Various motions were made, after which, the 
motion to-lay the message on the table Was agreed 
to, and the motion to print received a similar dispo- 
sition. 

The speaker laid before the house the report of 
the secretary of the treasury, the réading of which, 
on motion of Mr. Fillmore, was dispensed with, 

The speaker announced that there were other 
communications on the table. 

They were all, by consent, reserved until to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. Petrikin asked leave to offer a resolution pro- 
viding for the appointment of the standing commit- 
tees, 


The chair ruled that the resolution was not at 
this time in order. 


Mr. Giddings moved a suspension of the order of 
the house, for. the purpose of enabling him to offer 
the following resolution, which was read for infor- 
mation: 

Resolved, That it is expressly understood that the elec- 
tion of printer shall give to the person elected no right 
todo the public printing for a longer time than the house 
shall hereafter deem compatible with the public inter- 
ests. 

The speaker decided that it was in order to move 
the postponement of the execution of the order, but 
that the resolution itself was not in order, bein 
against the law of 1819, which specified the mode 
of electing a printer, and the time for which he 
should act. 

Mr. Fillmore inquired whether, under the law of 
1819, the election was to take place by ballot or viva 
voce? 

Mr. Snes said it would be time enough to 
decide that question when it arose. 

Mr. Fillmore understood that this was the proper 
time—the first business in order being the execution 
of the order of Saturday. 

The speaker said, in examining the laws, he had 
had some difficulty on the question; but that, in his 


opinion, the mode prescribed by the law was that of 
ballot. 


A long debate, directed not to this decision, but 
to areview of the laws and proceedings of both 
houses in relation to the public printing, to the alleg- 
ed extravagances in this department of the public 
expenditures, and to the efforts which one or the 
other party had nade towards retrenchment in rela- 
tion to it, then arose; and was participated in by 
Messrs. McKan, Fillmore and Dawson, and (in ex- 
planation) by Messrs. Wise.ant Vanderpoel. 


Mr. Dawson offered the following resolutions; 
Resolved, That the order of this house in relation to 


the election of a printer be postpdned until the first day 
of February next. 


Resolved further, That the clerk of this house be au- 
thorised to employ some suitable person or persons to 
execute the necessary printing of this house in the 


manner prescribed by the joint resolution of 1819, until 
further ordered by this house. ; 


Resolved further, ‘That a select committee be appoint- 
ed to inquire whether the public printing of this Ste 
cannot be better and cheaper done by contract than by 
the existing mode. 

The chair thought that the resolutions, as now 
worded, were notin order. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. Vanderpoel, 
Mason, Davis, of Kentucky, Bond and Bynum. Af- 
ter which, 

Mr, Campbell, of South Carolina, moved that 
when this house adjourn, it be to meet on Friday 
next: 9 

On which motion the yeas and nays were demaind- 
ed; and, being taken, were—yeas 88; nays 86, ~~? 

So the house agreed to the motion. SES 

Then Mr. Wise moved an adjoutnme 











was carried in the affirmative—yeas 86, 




































apelin 9 aap 

























































. 
ane tanta + geen teem tape tees teh ay tea 


ee 








ly conn 
cc : rn ; 
pdsed thet the hata patecribe one-fourth of the stock, 


NILES’ NATIONAL’ REGISTER—DEC. 27,) 





— me os 


IRONICLE. 





=< — 


A> oesrape 





CHRONICLE.« > 
Agricultural school, The Kentucky agricultural so- 
ciety has projected a school of agriculture for that state, 
and arrangements have been — 10 petition -_ 
gislatuce to incorporate a joint stock company with a 
sepia Sf $1 "000 for ‘ae porcine of a ta: build- 


stock, &c. which is to be under the direction of a 


_ superintendent, ee ees the students. ‘T’he 


term of instruction is four years, and the pupils are to 
work on the farm or in the shops four hours daily and 
pay anannual tuition fee: all profits to be laid out on a 
Fentryen ,&e. The course of insfruction to 
be practica iculture and the sciences most inumate- 
ed with it; together with mathematics, me- 
| and bell lettres. tis pro- 


and thus have an interest in the appointment of pro- 
Alabama legislature. Oa Monday, December 2d, 
this body assembled. John D. Phelan. of ‘Tuscaloosa, 
Was unanimously chosen speaker. In the senate, 
P. Rice was elected president without oppo- 
-sition. 


‘Army. By resi 


% 


tion and death, and consequent 


romotion, all the field officers of the 4th regiment of 


infantry were changed in’ three days—a remarkable 
event that may not occur once in twenty or thirty 
years in timeof peace. 
Colonel Cummings, vice Cutler, resigned. 
Lientenant cplanel Garland, vice Foster, deceased. 
Major Staniford, vice Riely, promoted. 
) [Army and Navy Chron. 


| Baltimore tonnage. The tonnage of Baltimore, on the 
30ih Sept. 1839, is as follows: 


' Tons 95th. 
‘Permanent registered tonnage, 27,881 30 
Temporary, dao. es 5,714 55 
‘Permanent énrolled and licensed tonnage, 29,566 24 
‘Steam ‘vessels enrolled and licensed 7,754 83 
Licensed tonnage under 20 tons, 606 12 


Total tonnage of Baltimore 30th Sept. 1839, 71,523 41 


Revenue of Baltimore. The amount of duties on 
imports, for the district. of Baltimore, for the fiscal 
yens ending 30:h Sept. last, was as follows: 
an od ending 3lst Dec. 1838, $268,551 41 





0. ending 30th March, 1839, 333,140 36 

3d. do. ending 30:h June, = do. 300,737 44 
4th do. ending 30th Sept... do, 397,034 07 
$1,304,469 33 


Commerce of Baltimore. Importations into the port 
of Baltimore ‘trom foreign ports, from Ist July to 30ih 
Sept. inclusive in 


1839. 1833. 

Coffee, bags, 31,067 25,644 
Sugar, hhds. 2,527 3,559 
trcs. 82 193 
bxs. 875 3.013 

bris. 447 2,569 

Molasses, hhds. 274 1,636 
tres. 178 334 

bris. 56 65 


The amount of importations of the foregoing arti- 
‘cles for the first three quarters of the present year, 
compared with the corresponding period of last year, 
is as follows: 


Jan. 1 to Sept, 30th, 1839. 1838. 
Coffee, bags, 94,636 66,363 
Sugar, hhds. 12,725 10,159 
trcs. 196 330 
bxs. 7,129 5,885 
bris. 2.465 5,879 
Molasses, hhds. 7,376 5 423 
tres. 779 693 
bris. 970 333 


Ox and cow_hides. There have also been imported 
into this port, during the present year, as above stated, 
irom foreign ports, 68,305 ox and cow hides. 


James S. Buckingham. T'ribute of respect. We un- | 


derstand that a large number of ladies and gentlemen 
of this city, who last season subscribed for an honora- 
ry testimonial to Mr. Buckingham the traveller, have 
availed themselves of the present visit of that gentle- 
man,to this city, to place itin his hands. It is a beau- 
tiful silver vase, manufactured by Messrs. Jones, Lows 
& Ball, and bears the following inscription, which suf- 
ficiently indicates the design of tlis appropriate and 
elegant gilt: 
_. Presented 
By several ladies of Boston, 


to 
JAMES 8S. BUCKINGHAM, 


For his efforts in behalf of 


SEAMEN, 
And in the cause of HUMANITY, 
273 in 
fT by INDIA, 
Dec. 6, 1839. 


This. vase, we understand, is the same. which ob- 
tained the highest premium, at the late Mechanic’s 
fair in this city. ~ [Boston Gazette. 


Banks 6f Georgia. A bill regulating the banks of 
Georgia during saspension; and requiring them to re- 
sume in March next, afier haying beea long under 
consideration, amended, &c. was .rejected ‘by the  se- 
nate on the Ist.of December, 41 to 30, . 





Bank circulation in ‘Rhode Island. The circulation 
of 21 banks in Providence, with capital $6,845,575 00 
wason the 4th Nov. $857,902 25; on the 38th Nov. 
$824,586, 25... . rf [Providence Journal. 

The banks of Philadeiphia. Bicknells last Reporter 
states the: Ph phia banks are about to resume spe- 
cie payments —the precise date not yet fixed. 

Coal. "The quantity of coal brought to Philadelphia 
since the opening of navigation in the spring, is stated 





as follows: , 

- Schuylkill region , 423,248 tons. 
Lehigh, do. 220,832 do. 
Lackawana, ‘do. 121,660 do, 

Total, 763,740 tons. 


Croton water works. $3,000,000 more are proposed 
to be raised towards completing this work. The 
comptroller says $2,500,000 will be required during the 
year 1840, to pay off the contractors, and thatthe 
work is progressing with all speed. 


Cotton. crop of South Carolina. ‘The Greensville 
(S. C.) Mountaineer say: ‘The cotton crop in, the 
neiddle and upper districts of this state has, generally, 
so far as we can learn turned out tully one-third more 
than last year. : 


The Columbiad. ‘The big.gun, recently cast at Mr. 
Alger’s foundry, at south Boston, was tried at south 
Boston point, near Blake’s lumber wharf. It threw a 
ball, or rather a shell, weighing 150 pounds, nearly 
across the water to the Dorchester shore. Somie of the 
balls ricochetted on the water very beautifully, throwing 
up columns of spray, pemagg quite a picturesque 
appearance. Some of the shots were fited with the 
muzzle of the gun elevated, and made a tremendous 


whizzing while passing through the air. .. These expe- 
riments with the big gun, cost something, however, for 
“Every time they fired ito 
It took a horn of powder” 
weighing 16 pounds—and the whole ofpene of each 
charge was $15. [Boston Mer. Journal.’ 


Defalcation. The Army and Navy Chronicle states, 
that paymaster R. A. Forsyth has been dismissed from 
the army for a defalcation of about $15,000. 


Bacrengain New York, on London 9a 9 1-2; Paris 
5 22 1-2; Philadelphia 7 a7 3-4; Baltimore 7 a 7 1-2. 


Election of mayors. On the question of-the amend- 
ment of the constitution, relative to the election of 
mayors by the people, decided at the recent election in 
New York, there were cast 90,437 votes in favor, and 
382 aguinst it 


Massachusetts. The special election to fill the va- 
cancy in congress from the Franklin district took place 
on the 23d inst. Osman Baker is the whig, and Ra- 
dolphus Dickenson, the administration candidate. At 
the last trial the vote stood: Baker 3,382; R. Dicken- 
son, 3,023; Edward Dickenson’ (whig) 397; others, 
chiefly whig votes, 860. 


Mammoth cave. Dr. Croghan of the Louisville faculty 
has conceived the novel notion of building a hotel with- 
in the celebrated mammuth cave of Kentucky, and has 
actually purchased the property, and is making his ar- 
rangemenis for the speedy erection of the house. His 
guests, should he have any in the dark recesses of the 
cavern, will be sure of being cool ard in good preser- 
vation in the retirement and saltpetre of the mammoth 
cave. 


Nashville and New Orleans rail road. The ‘True 
American states that 22 miles of the Nashville rail road 
have been completed, and that its further progress has 
been suspended till the meeting of the legislatnre. 


Naval, ‘The report of a naval court martial, noticed 
in our last proves to be premature, if not unfounded.— 
No such order has yet been issued. 

Frigate United States. Vhe New York Star states 
on what is deems good authority, that the U.S. frigate 
United States, lately fitted at Boston, at an expense of 
$82,000, for the Brazil station, has undergone a survey 
at Brooklyn, and been pronounced unseaworthy. 

The U-S. brig Dolphin, got under way from New 
York on the 19th, and proceeded’to sea. The follow- 
ing is a list of her officers:—Charles H. Bell, ésq- lieut. 
commanding; heuts: James Findlay Schenck; James 
P. McKinstry; Robt. ‘1’. Barry, pussed: assistant sur- 
goons Thomas B. Nalie, purser; J, R. M. Mullany, 

ohn 8. Nevil'e, passed midshipmen; G. E. West, 
James Ladd, Wm. F. Spicer, midsLipimen; J, R. Neil- 
ley, purser’s clerk. 


Philadelphia.. The.income derived by the city of 
Philadelphia, from the Fair Mount water works the 
present year will exceed 115,000 dollars. During the 
sanie*petiod 1,277 new permits have been issued for the 
introduction of the Schuytkill water into dwellings in 
the city and “liberties; and the total number of permits 
issued is 29,994. |. 

The number of buildings erected in Philadelphia 
during the year, 1839, | 


In.the city proper, 393 
Spring Garden, 267 
oyamensing, ‘ 163 
ensington, ; 134 
Southwark ; 99 
Northern Liberties, 90 
Penn township, 96 
Passyunk, 47 








Total number, 1,289..: 


ed according to official notice. All oth 





Schuylkill bank, — The directors of this ill-fated insti- 
tution are la sly engaged ina minute'examination 
of its assests and liabilites. Weare pleased to learn 
that they have obtained from the late cashier an assign- 
ment of his property, burdened however by a preier- 
ence securing his bond and a large debt: to, John 
T. Sullivan, of Washington. The amount of deposites 
does not.exceed $139,000, and circulation about 
$90,000—both of these items will be absorbed in. pay- 
ment of debts due the bank, for whic va nl hl 

her claims ‘upon 
the institution we presume must be paid pro-rata. 
‘ : ; (Nv. American. 
Specie. The packet ship Oxford sailed from New 


York ‘on the 18th for Liverpool, having $65,000 on 
board; the Westminister for London took out $26,000. 


Specie payments. 'The Danville Reporter of Friday 


‘last says: “*Both the Virginia ,apd Farmers’ banks, in 
Danville have continue 


Jani to redeem their notes, with 
specie, when@ver a call has been made on them for 
the precious metals.” | 


Steamers. The iron steamer, Valley Forge,.at. the 
last date, was at Cincinnati, where she ad Ariyed safe 
and sound. — She precede to N. Orleans, after having 
been visited by a large number of the citizens of Cin- 
cinnati. igo. 

The Cincinnatti Gazette of ‘Tuesday says: *“We re- 
ceived intelligence pomerday that the steamer “North 
Star struck the wreck of the W ashington, atthe mouth 
of the Louisiville canal, and sunk in deep water. She 
was deeply ladea with groceries for Cincinnati, which, 
together with the boat, will likely prove a total ” 


Steamer Poinsett. Welearn from the Norfolk Bea- 
con thatthe United States steamer Poinsett, conrman- 
der Mayo, ‘arrwed there on —- night. from a 
cruise of six months on the coast of a, tonehing 
on her way,.at St. Augustine, Savannah, Charleston 
and Smithville. On the night of the 12th. instant the 
Poinsett’ encountered a severe gale off Lookout, in 
which she sustained considerable damageé in the. ma- 
chinery and hull, and putinto Ocracocke, which port 
=n from. The officers and crew ate in good 

alaiabasive j ' 


South Carolina. An agricu!tural convention for the 
state of South Carolina met at Columbia, in the_ hall 
of the house of representatives, on Monday evening 
the 25th ult.—Eighty seven delegates appeared and. took 
their seats. Inthe published list of delegates we notice 
some distinguished names. 


Strangers fever at Charleston. By a. tabular state 
ment given in the Charleston Courier, from a pamphiet 
report recently made to the board of health of that 
city, on the history and causes of this fatal epidemic 
of the southern cities, it appears that it has prevailed in 
Charleston in fifteen of the forty years which have 
elapsed since that of 1799, and that the aggregate num- 
ber of deaths in that city during these Fifteen visite- 
tions, is 1,382. . The greatest number of deaths in any 
one year, occurred in 1838, when there were 353. The 
next. greatest was in 1817, when they are stated at 
268. Ry number of deaths during the present year, 
was 134, 


Stocksin New York. U.S. bankof Pa.77; Ny A. 
trust, 33 1-4 a 39; Delaware and: Hudson, 67 1-2-q 68; 
Vicksburg, 24; Kentucky, 54 1-2. 


Sales of stocks at Philadelphia, Dec. 20. U.'S. bank, 
82, 82 1-2; Girard36, 343-4, 34 1-2, 34 3-4; Schuylkill, 
2 1-2; Philade!phiaand Balimore rail road 43 3.4, 44. 


Stalistics of Tennessee. The following statistical in- 
formation was communicated to the legisiature of ‘Ten- 
nessee by the State bank of T’emnessee. 

Aggregate—seventy-two counties. 


1 White polis, 1837, 17,478 
2 White polls, 1839, 78, 101 
3 Quilified voters 1337, 94,346 
4 Qualified yoters 1839, 106,788 
5 Taxable property 1836, 117,804,037 
6 Taxable property 1838, 125,003,533 
7 State tax 1837, 113.312 
8 State tax 1839, 136,519 
9 Number of banks, 21 
10 *Bank capital, 7,619,527 - 
1i State bank disconnts, 2,777,730 
12 ‘Total bank discounts, 11,837,346 
13. lateral imp. subs. 3,047,541 
14 In. im. bonds issued, 1,170,666 
15 Bank bonds authorised, 3,000,000. 
16 Bank bonds sold, 1,500,000 


Virgina, Mr. Allyn, the administration candidate 
is elected by a majority of 51 votes, to the ' legislature 
from the Norfolix district, from which he had-been re- 
turmed, but a new election had been ordered by the: le- 
gislature. : 


Matthew Vasser, of Poughkeepsie, N. ¥. has-with a 
commendable liberality, built atan expense of $20,000 
acharch for the Baptist society of) that places, Itis a 
neat, chaste, and well proportioned, edifice, and.was to 
have beeu consecrated on Thursday the 19th inst. 


Weather.. Snow commenced falling at) Baltitnore 
at 9.o’clock on the evening of the 21st, and continued 
falling during allthe 22d. It was over.a foot in depth 
onthe 231, making capital sleighing. . ' 


*Floating capital $200,000, bank of Tennessee, ii- 
eluded. ~ |» - ee ge ok att 
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